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la'iomi, 


OF MINNESOTA, 


AT ITS TWENTIETH GRAND ANNUAL COMMUNICATION, HELD IN MASONIC 
HALL IN THE CITY OF BT. PAUL, COMMENCING JANUARY 14th, A.\D.\ 1878, 
A.\L.\ 6873. 


FIRST DAY. 

At 12 o’clock m., Most 'Worshipful G-rove B. Cooley, Grand 
Master, opened a Master Masons’ lm in due form. 

M.\ W.\ Grove B. Cooley, Grand Master. 

J. P. Pond as G.\ S.\ W.\ 

E. P. Barnum, G.\ J.\ W.\ 

L. W. Collins as G.\ Treas. 

William S. Combs, G. - . Secy. 

Dwight M. Baldwin, G.\ S.-. D.\ 

J. L. Power, G.\ T.\ D.\ 

A. Richardson, G.\ Tiler. 

The Grand Secretary was directed to call the roll of when 
55 subordinate [-EEj J were found represented. 

The representatives from a constitutional number of [FT 1 being 
present, the Most Worshipful Grand □ of the Ancient and Hon- 
orable Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons of Minnesota, was 
opened in ample form. 

Bro. A. E. Ames, P.-.G.-.M.-., introduced M.-.W.-. Bros. J. J. 
Hall and N. P. Langford, Past Grand Masters of Montana, who 
were received with Grand Honors. 
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On motion of Bro. A. E. Ames, a Committee of three on Creden- 
tials were appointed. Bros. William S. Combs, A. A. Ames, and 
J. W. Morford, were appointed such committee. 

The committee reported the following as present and entitled to 
seats : 

GRAND LODGE OFFICERS. 1 

M.\ W.\ Grove B. Cooley, Grand Master. 

R.'. W .•. Chas. Griswold, Deputy Grand Master. 

R.'. W.\ J. P. Pond as Grand Senior Warden. 

R.‘. W.\ E. P. Barnum, Grand Junior Warden. 

R.'. W.\ Geo. L. Otis, Grand Treasurer. 

R.'. W.\ William S. Combs, Grand Sec’y. 

M.\ W.-. A. E. Ames as Grand Chaplain. 

W.\ L. Z. Rogers, Grand Marshal. 

, W.'. II. N. Smith, Grand Sword Bearer. 

W.\ H. A. Corey as Grand Standard Bearer. 

W.\ D. M. Baldwin, Grand Senior Deacon. 

' W.\J. L. Powers, Grand Junior Deacon. \ 

W.\ John H. Noble as Grand Pursuivant. 

W.\ O. W. Waldo, Grand Senior Steward. 

W.\ Bradley P. Cheeney, Grand Junior Steward. 

W.\ A. Richardson, Grand Tiler. 

PAST GRAND OFFICERS. 

M.\ W. 1 . A. E. Ames, Past Grand Master. 

M.\ W.\ A. T. C. Pierson, Past Grand Master. 

M.\ W.\ C. W. Nash, Past Grand Master. 

R.‘. W. - . A. Goodrich, Past Deputy Grand Master. 

R.‘. W.\ D. B. Loomis, Past Deputy Grand Master. 

R. - . W. - . L. E. Thompson, Past Deputy Grand Master. 

R.\ W. - . Samuel E. Adams, Past Grand Senior Warden. 

R.'. W.\ S. R. Merrill, Past Grand Senior Warden. 

R.'. W.\ E. D. B. Porter, Past Grand Senior Warden. 

R. - . W.\ Wm. Lee, Past Grand Junior Warden. 

R.\ W.\ A. C. Smith, Past Grand Junior Warden. 

R.\ W.\ Fred. Joss, Past Grand Junior Warden. 

R.'. W. - . J. W. Morford, Past Grand Junior Warden. 

The following pEEp were represented in attendance : 

St. Johns, No. i. — E. A. Folsom, Worshipful Master. 

Hugh Hall, Senior Warden. 

E. W. Durant, proxy for Junior Warden. 

Cataract, No. 2. — Fred. L. Smith, Worshipful Master. 

Thos. J. Tuttle, Senior Warden. 

Geo. A. Morse, Junior Warden. 

St. Paul, No. 3. — W. II. Grant, proxy for Worshipful Master. 

J. C. Morrison, Senior Warden. 

A. Moore, Jr., Junior Warden. 

Hennepin, No. 4. — A. A. Ames, Worshipful Master. 

S. B. Loye, Senior Warden. 

W. A. Spalding, Junior Warden. 

Ancient Land Mark, No. 5. — B. F. Wright, Worshipful Master. 

J. P. Pond, proxy for Senior Warden. 

H. Burningham, Junior Warden. 

Dakota, No. 7. — C. O. Ball, Worshipful Master. 

Peter Scott, Senior Warden. 

R. J. Marvin, proxy for Junior Warden. 

RedWing, No 8. — L. R. Wellman, Worshipful Master. 

L. A, Hancock, Senior Warden. 

F. B. Howe, Junior Warden. 
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Faribault, No. 9.— C. N. Daniels, proxy for Worshipful Master. 

t> ■b' t. .. ( Senior Warden. 

B. F. Straub, proxy tor ] Junior Warden _ 

Mantorville, Np. ti. — W. W. Ely, Worshipful Master. 

Mankato, No. 12. — W. J. Parsons, proxy for I I . 

Wapahasa, No. 14. — Wm. M. Green, Senior Warden, proxy for 1 l . 
Monticello, No. 16. — H. Kreis, Worshipful Master. 

,T. C. Shapleigh, proxy tor Senior Warden. 

Hokah, No. 17. — L. T. Lyon, Worshipful Master. 

Winona, No. 18. — I. B. Cummings, Worshipful Master. 

Minneapolis, No. 19.— John H. Noble, Worshipful Master. 

John Furness, Senior Warden. 

W. M. Brackett, Junior Warden. 

Rochester, No. 21.— Charles Shandrew proxy for 1 l . 

Pleasant Grove, No. 22.— O. H. Page, Worshipful Master. - 
North Star, No. 23. — L. W. Collins, Worshipful Master. 

Wilton, No. 24. — G. II. Woodbury, Worshipful Master. 

Blue Earth Valley, No. 27. — E. H. Hutchins, proxy for Worshipful 

Master. 

B. Madison, proxy for Senior Warden. 
Morning Star, No. 29. — G. W. Boyington, Senior Warden. 

Anoka, No. 30. — H N. Sterling, Worshipful Master. 

O. L. Cutter, Senior Warden. 

King Hiram, No. 31. — Robt. H. Rose, proxy for I I . 

Sakatah, No. 32.- — Geo. A. Blair, proxy for I I . 

Star in the East, No. 33. — -J. W. Morford, Worshipful Master. 

Oriental, No. 34. — Geo. McKenzie, proxy for 1 I . 

Mount Moriah, No. 35. — J. L. Powers, \Vorshipful Master. 

A. H. Truax, Senior Warden. 

Preston, No. 36. — H. R. Wells, Worshipful Master. 

, H. A. Billings, proxy for Senior Warden and Junior 
Warden. 

Washington, No. 38. — J. A. Gaver, proxy for Worshipful Master. 

O. H. Phillips, Senior Warden. 

J. A. Garver, proxy for Junior Warden. 

Cornelian, No. 40. — W. W. Scott, Worshlpfnl Master. 

Hermon, No. 41.- — Thos. P. Kellett, Worshipful Master. 

Hope, No. 42. — C. K. Guilbert, Worshipful Master. 

King Solomon, No. 44. — N. S. Pond, Worshipful Master. 

Chas. Lord, Senior Warden, 

Union, No. 45.— R. Travis, Worshipful Master. 

A. W. Bangs, Junior Warden. 

Evergreen, No. 46. — N. H. Swift, proxy for 1 l . 

Concord, No. 47. — W. H. Hall, Worshipful Master. 

Social, No. 4.8.,— F. A. Noble, Worshipful Master. 

A. A. Kellar, proxy for Junior Warden. 

Rising Sun, No. 39. — Nelson H. Swift, proxy for 1 l . 

Watertown, No. 50. — Ernest Hainlin, Worshipful Master. 

Acacia, No. 51. — J. A. McClu6key, Worshipful Master. 

Cannon River, No. 52. — Isaac Pope, Worshipful Master! 

Nicollet, No. 54. — Thos. Downs, Worshipful Master. 

G. S. Ives, Senior Warden. 

Thos. Montgomery, proxy for Junior Warden. 

Zion, No. 55. — J. H. McCourt, Worshipful Master. 

W. X. Folsom, Junior Warden. 

Meridian, No. 56. — J. R. Jones, Worshipful Master. 

S. S. McKinney, Junior Warden. 

Blue Earth City, No. 57. — H. Voung, proxy for 1 I . 

Spring Valley, No. 58. — J. Farmer, proxy far 1 I. 

Temple, No. 59. — W. W. Pendergast, Worshipful Master. 

Star in the West, No. 60. — Ira M. Carpenter, Junior Warden. 

Ashlar, No. 61. — J. S. Niles, Worshipful Master. 

E. Dunn, Junior Warden. 
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Star, No. 62. — N. Warner, Junior Warden. 

Illustrious, No. 63.— E. S. Case, Worshipful Master. 

D. A Hart, Junior Warden. 

Chain Lake, No. 64. — J. A. Armstrong, Senior Warden. 

Golden Rule, No. 65. — R. II. Sanderson, proxy for 1 — 1 . 

Madelia, No. 66. — W. R. Marvin, Worshipful Master. 

Corinthian, No. 67. — L. P. Dodge, Senior Wardan. 

Mystic Star, No. 69. — Niles Carpenter, proxy for 1 — 1 . 

Forest Cjty, No. 70. — C. E. Cutts, proxy for 1 — 1 . 

Brownsville, No. 73. — M. L. Cooper, proxy for 1 — 1 . 

Minneiska, No. 74. — L. R. Brooks, proxy for 1 — 1 . 

Eureka, No. 75, — C. A. Roy, Senior Warden. 

Joppa, No. 76. — M. M. Clark, Senior Warden. 

Tuscan, No. 77. — E. M. Broughton, Senior Warden. 

Mystic Circle, No. 78. — L. R. Hall, proxy for j — 1. 

Palestine, No. 79.— Edward M. Bloomer, Worshipful Master. 

John II. Laveque, Senior Warden. 

James A. Olds, Junior Warden. 

Henderson, No. 80.— J. L. A. Grant, Worshipful Master. 

Howard, No. 82. — N. C. Rickerson, proxy for 1 — 1 . 

Huram a Bi, No. 83.— A. L. Porter, Worshipful Master. 

II. Hatch, Senior Warden. 

Orient, No. 84. — II. A. Corey, proxy for 1 — 1 . 

Tyrian, No. 86.— James Oliver, Worshipful Master. 

Golden Fleece, No. 89.— J. C. Braden, Worshipful Master. 

J. M. Waldron, Junior Warden. 

Good Faith, No. 90. — Alex. Fiddis, Senior Warden. 

Unity, No. 93.— W. H. Fletcher, Worshipful Master. 

Sherburne, No. 95.— Wm. M. Cleland, Junior Warden. 

On motion of Bro. 0. Griswold the reading of the proceedings 
of the last Annual Grand Communication was dispensed with, as 
printed copies werk in the hands of the brethren. 

On motion of Bro. A. C. Smith, it was 

Recoined , That when the M.\ W.-. the Grand Lodge call off, it be to 3W 
o. clock, and .that all Master Masons in good and regular standing be in- 
vited to seats therein during the session. 

The M.-. W.-. the Grand □ was then called off until 3^ o’clock 
to-day. 

AFTEBN00N SESSION, 3^ O'CLOCK. 

The M.-. W .• . the G.-.L.-. was called from refreshment to labor. 
R‘- "W.‘. Bro. J. N. Oastle, G. - . S. - . W. - ., appeared in his seat ; 
other officers as before. . 

"WA. Grove B. G’oolev, G. - . M. - ., delivered the following 
address : 

ANNUAL ADDRESS. 

Brethren of the Grand □ of Minnesota : 

Twelve months have passed away since we were met in Annual Communi- 
cation, surveying our Masonic field, and drawing plans upon the Trestle 
Boaid. T he “ Spirit of the glass and scythe,” in his triumphant march, 
has brought us again arouna this sacred altar . Since last tve met , many of 
our brethren in different lands have gone to that bourne to which we are 
fest hastening, and “from which no traveler returns.” But thanks to the 
Supreme Grand Master, the ruthless destroyer, Death, has not been permit- 
ted to enter our Grand Circle, and we are spared to meet again and greet 
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each other as brethren. Let ns look to Him for wisdom to guide us in our 
deliberations, “For He is good, for His mercy endureth forever.”. 

Brethren, one year ago you placed in my hands the gavel of the Grand 
East'; by your kind partiality I was elected to preside over the Craft of 
this Jurisdiction. How well I have filled this responsible and honorable 
position you must be the judge. The station was unsought, unsolicited by 
me, and one that I did not feel myself competent to fill with that ability 
and dignity which has ever characterized my predecessors, and which is 
becoming the head of the Mystic Builders of this State. I entered upon 
the discharge of the duties with fear and trembling, feeling that I must 
come far short of meeting the expectations of my more wise and experi- 
enced brethren. It becomes my duty, at this time, to give you an account 
of my stewardship; this I shall do as briefly as possible, and trust to your 
forbearance to extenuate any shortcomings. As a rule it may be said that 
the Masonic year has been one of prosperity among the Fraternity ol this 
Jurisdiction; a commendable degree of harmony prevails, and the [El are 
working together in unison, for the accomplishment of the high ancl holy 
mission of the Order. They have rapidly increased in strength and num- 
bers. Nothing has occurred requiring executive interference, and no con- 
tentions have arisen, save “that of who can best work and best agree." 

DISPENSATIONS GRANTED TO LODGES, U. D. 

The northern and western portions of our State have been developed 
with unexampled rapidity. The extensive railroad system has been rapidly 
pressed toward completion. The railroad and private enterprise are 
opening up a vast territory, that but a short time since was uninhabited; 
towns and villages have sprung up almost as by magic. The Church, the 
School-house, and the □ must needs follow on with equal step, each in its 
own sphere, to administer to the religious, the Intelligent , and the fraternal 
wants of noble men. Large accessions have been made to our numbers, 
rendering an increase of [Ej] necessary. In giving dispensations for new 
|-Ep , I have endeavored to be careful not to grant them, unless the brethren 
petitioning therefor had secured an appropriate lodge room, and had suffi- 
cient strength to sustain themselves successfully, or when the establishing 
of a new would be to the injury of a neighboring one. During the 
year, I have granted nine dispensations for the organization of new Ep . 
all provisions of the Constitution having beencomplied with: 

To C. C. Purdy, as W.\ M. - . and a requisite number of brethren to form 
and open a □□ at Windom, to be named “ Prudence” I I . 

To A. W arden. as W.\ M.\ and a requisite number of brethren to form 
and open a □□ at New Ulm, to be named “Charity” l I . 

To S. A. Terwilliger, as W. 1 . M.\ and a requisite number of brethren 
to form and open a [[□ at Fergus Falls, to be named “Corner Stone” I I . 

To J. N. Porter, as W.\ M.\ and a requisite number of brethren to 
form and open a lodge at Montevideo, to be named “ Sunset” I I . 

To Bro. Charles P. Thayer, as W.\ M.\ and a requisite number of 
brethren, to form and open a □□ at Brainerd, to be named “Aurora” I I . 

To B. A. Mann, as W.\ M.\ and a requisite number of brethren to 
form and open a □□ at Lanesboro, Fillmore County, to be named “ Leba- 
non ” l l . 

To Benjamin Barge, as W.\ M.\ and a requisite number of brethren! 
to form and open a □□ at Lake Crystal, Blue Earth County, to be named 
“ Bethel ” Lodge. 

To John H. Brown, as W.\ M.\ and a requisite number of brethren, 
to form and open a CZ] at Willmar, Kandiyohi County, to be named “ Sha- 
ron” □. 

I have received other petitions praying for dispensations, but have re- 
fused to grant them for what I deemed good and satisfactory reasons. 

The returns and work of these , new pEp will, in all probability, be 
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brought up to this Grand Communication for your examination, whicH, I 
trust, will be found correct, and entitle them to chatters. 

All the [Ep to which charters were granted at the last Grand Commu- 
nication, have been constituted, and the officers for the same duly installed, 
either by myself or by' my proxy. 

GRAND LECTURER AND VISITOR. 

At your last Communication you adopted the Report of the Commit- 
tee on Masonic Jurisprudence, to whom was referred that part of the Grand 
Master’s address relating to Grand Lecturer and Visitor, recommending 
the same rule and resolution adopted at your Annual Communication com-’ 
mencing January ioth, 1871. In compliance with this resolution I reap- 
pointed W.\ Bro. C. N. Daniels, Grand Lecturer and Visitor. This officer 
has made no visitations to Subordinate [El during the year, at the expense 
of the Grand I | , owing to the financiaTcondition of the Treasury. I did 
not deem it expedient to fix his compensation, with a promise to pay out 
of Grand i I funds. Those fEp tlftt most needed and desired instruction, 
were the least accessible, and generally the least able to remunerate the 
Grand Lecturer and Visitor for his services. The result has been, that 
but very few visits have been made by that officer; something ought to be 
done to remedy this difficulty. We cannot expect to maintain uniformity 
of work within this Jurisdiction, without some more thorough and effect- 
ive system of instruction. I would, therefore, commend this matter to 
your careful consideration. 

DECISIONS. 

During the past year I have received a large number of communica- 
tions from rpl in this 1 urisdiction relating to questions of Masonic law 
and usage, all af which I have answered, when emanating from the proper 
source, via: The Master of the or the Secretary, by order of the Mas- 
ter. The large majority of answers solicited were to questions that have 
been heretofore decided in the proceedings of this Grand 1 — 1 . 

I only submit for your consideration the following decisions made by 
me during the past year, as important: 

Question 1st. Can a brother, a member of a □, object to the advance- 
ment of a brother \frho has taken the E.\ A.-, or F.\ C.-. degree, and must 
the W.\ M.-. allow the objections without a statement of the reasons why 
he objects ? 

Answer: Yes. 

Question 2d. Can a member of the r~j object to the conferring the 
E.\ A.-, degree upon a person who has been elected, aud runs/ the W.-. Mr. 

allow the objection to be valid without a statement of the reason? 1 

Answer: Yes. 

Question 3d. Charges are preferred against a brother, he is tried and 
found guilty of un-Masonic conduct, and the penalty voted by the □ is 
“reprimand.” Has the brother the right of appeal to the Grand 1 — 1 ? 

Answer: Yes. 

Question 4th. A candidate has received the E.\ A.-, and F.\ C.\ 
degrees in a I 1 , when for the first time it is ascertained that he is very 
illiterate, in fact, can not read and write, not even sufficiently to write his 
own name, a brother objects to his advancement for that reason. Is the 
W.\ M.\ justified in entertaining the objection ? 

Answer: Yes. But the 1 1 . in that case, have committed a wrong, 

while the candidate may be entirely free from blame. The committee to 
whom was referred his petition, were very derelict in duty, in reporting 
favorably, or, in fact, in. making any report at all without first ascertaining, 
by the most careful investigation, whether the candidate was or was not 
“ -worthy and -well qualified'' If he can not read and write he is not “ well 
qualified ,” however “ worthy " he may be. If n man lives in this age of 
popular education until he arrives at the age of twenty-one years without 
learning to read and write, he is not lit material for our Mystic Temple. 
He must certainly be a drone in the hive. 

Question 5th. A section of a By-Law of a Subordinate 1 — 1 . reads as 
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follows : “ No member who shall be in arrears for dues for three months 

shall be eligible to office, or be entitled to vote at any election of officers 
of the C3” At the election Of officers of the I I there were thirty-three 

votes cast for Master. Bro. S — : — received seventeen and Bro. G 

sixteen votes ; Bro. S was declared elected and was installed as Master 

of the [~] the same evening. Two of the brethren who voted for Bro. 

S were more than three months in arrears for dues. Is Bro. S- 

legally the Master of the Lodge ? 

Answer: Yes. 

Question 6th. If a Mason residing within the jurisdiction of a C3], but 
not a member thereof, is guilty of unmasonic conduct, must that I I take 
notice thereof and prefer charges ? 

Answer: Yes. Each □□ is responsible for the conduct of all Masons 
within its jurisdiction. 

Question 7th. A brother is in arrears tor dues to his r~~l for more than 
one year; the J.\ W.\ of the I I is not present at the regular Communi- 
cation of the CD; the W.\ M.\ orders the S.\ W.\ jto prefer charges 
against the delinquent brother. It is proper for the S.\ W.\ to prefer the 
charges ? 

Answer: Yes. The W, 1 , M.'. may order either the J.\ W.\ or any 
other brother to prefer the charges, if he sees fit so to do. 

Question 8th. A brother is elected W.\ M.\ of a □ who has lost his 
left arm, the same having been amputated near the shoulder. Is he 
eligible and should he be installed ? 

Answer: Yes. If he is otherwise eligible to the position, the fact of 
his having only one arm does not disqualify him. Should he find himself 
physically incompetent to perform any of the duties devolving upon him 
as Master of the □, he may call to his assistance a Past Master or Warden, 
or any other brother. 

GRAND ORIENT OP BRAZIL, VALLEY OF LAVARIDO. 

Among the many circulars received by me during the past year, is one 
from D’Alex F. Do Amaral, Grand Secretary of the Grand Orient of 
Brazil, valley of Lavarido; asking to be recognized by this Grand CD as 
a justly and regularly formed Masonic Grand Body, in the territory 
named. We are aware that there is more or less of political propagand- 
ism prevailing in nearly all of the bodies styling themselves Grand Orients 
in South America, and we should not be too free in acknowledging them. 
“ Go slow” is a safe maxim to follow in Masonry. I therefore submit the 
papers in this case and recommend that the matter be referred to a com- 
mittee who will carefully inquire into the regularity of that body, and 
ascertain whether or not it is without doubt actually Masonie and entitled 
to be recognized as such. 

GRAND LODGE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA. 

I am also in receipt of a petition from the Grand I 1 of British 
Columbia, expressing a sincere wish to meet with a cordial and fraternal 
recognition of the M.\ W.\ Grand □□ of Minnesota, which I submit to 
you and recommend that it be referred to the appropriate committee. 

GRAND LODGE OF UTAH. 

I have received a petition from the Grand 1 I of Utah asking for Masonic 
recognition at your hands. I therefore recommend that the petition be 
referred to the appropriate committee. 

GRAND LODGE OF LOUISIANA. 

I received, some time last spring, a circular signed by Samuel M. Todd, 
Grand Master of Louisiana, showing the action taken by the Grand [733 of 
the State of Louisiana, at its Annual Communication of this year, upon 
the subject of its relations with foreign Grand .Bodies of Masons, and re- 
questing that the matter be referred to this Grand I I . and that it obtain 
prompt action. I therefore submit the same, and would recommed that 
the whole matter be referred to the committee on Masonic jurisprudence. 
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p* matter OF JOHN H. BEAN AND GEORGE DOWNES. 

Untlic 5 ^h day_ of November last, I received a communication from 
Bro. I. B Cummings, W.\ M.\ of Winona d), No. i8; That one John H. 
Bean, and one George Downes, both of Winona, were pretending to com- 
municate the degrees of Masonry to any one who would pay them a small 
This man Bean is the same impostor referred to by the 
Grand Master of Massachusetts, in the following circular issued by him, 
r ebruary 8th, 1872. J 

Grand i i of Massachusetts, ) 
Grand Master’s Office, . !. 

• " Boston, Feb. 8th, 1872. ) 


To the Worshipful Masters of Lodges throughout our Jurisdiction ; 

Whereas, it has been reported to us that in several instances, rE) in this 
Jurisdiction have been visited by persons not members of the fraternity, 
it is hereby ordered that no one be admitted into any of our rH who is not 
known to be a Mason in good and regular standing, unless he is vouched 
lor by some well known brother, or produces the certificate of some Grand 
1 I, and passes a strict examination. 

Masters ol [Ep arc enjoined to enforce this regulation strictly, and to 
caution the brethren that in order to vouch for any one, it is necessary to 
hav e sa t in a 1 — 1 with him, and to be able to tell the degree upon which 
the □ was working at the time. 

...A 8 a ? additional safeguard, it is recommended that each cj keep a 
Visitors Book, and require every visitor to register his name before enter- 
ing the □. You are specially cautioned not to admit the following 
named spurious Masons, to wit: 

J oh A n u - Bean, who resides nt 93 Leverelt street, Boston; George Downes 
and Asa Smith, both of whom are employed in a provision store, No. 66 
Leverett street, Boston. The first named impostor pretends to commu- 
nicate the degrees in Freemasonry to any one who will pay him a small 
amount of money. The other two have received their information from 
him. Too great enre cannot be exercised to shutout such pretenders. 

Very truly and fraternally yours, 

SERENO D. NICKERSON, 

Grand Master. 

It seems that this Bean visited some of the best fEp in Boston, last 
winter, claiming to be a member of Winona No. ig^m this Jurisdic- 
tion. This statement, however, on the part of Bean, was untrue; as he 
had never seen the inside of Winona CD, and was well known to the 
brethren as an impostor. I call your attention to this matter, in order 
tnat^ if necessary, to prevent the admission of such impostors, you may 
multiply the safeguards. Masters of lodges should be particularly careful 
in the appointments of committees to examine visiting brethren, and 
appoint those only who are thoroughly competent to perform that very 
important duty. J 


ACCOUNT OF P.\ G.‘. M.*. NASH. 

At the last session of this Grand Lodge, the following resolution was 
adopted : 

‘ *hat Past Grand Master C. W. Nash be authorized to draw 
cT‘ ]Vf ^ ^° r ex P enses incurred by him in his official capacity as 

And immediately after the close of the session, Bro. Nash presented his 
account, and requested the warrants of the Grand □ for the amount 
Ihere being no funds in the Grand Treasury sufficient to pay Bro. Nash 
his account still remains unsettled. It covers a series of five years, the 
whole time he was G.\ M.\, and averages about $500 a year; after giving 
CT J amount received by him from the Grand 1 — ? , the balance 
of his claim amounts to about $1800. This matter, in justice to Bro. Nash, 
ought to have been adjusted and paid long before;. but as it has not been 
settled, I would commend it to your careful consideration. 
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FINANCE. 

1 have a few words to say upon the subject of Finance. While you are 
exerting your best- efforts to elevate the tone and moral standing of the 
Fraternity, you must not forget that your finances are of no less import- 
ance; to be useful as a body, you must beprosperous, and to be prosperous 
you must be free from debt; and to be free from debt you must increase 
your revenues or retrench your expenses. The total amount received from 
subordinate r*=p for dues, was three thousand six hundred seventy 
eight and fifty one-hundredths dollars, and of this amount, the sum of two 
thousand one hundred sixty-eight and eighty one-hundredths dollars was 
drawn out by the representatives for mileage and per diem; leaving only 
the sum of fitteen hundred dollars to defray the other expenses of the 
Grand This amount was nearly all drawn out before the close of 

the session, so there has been no money in the Treasury during the year. 
This evil must, in some way, be remedied. I would sav, that in myopin-' 
ion, the communications of thiB Grlind Body are sometimes unnecessarily 
prolonged. It seems to me that you might do your work, and do it well, 
in less time than four days, the time consumed at your last session. If the 
committees act promptly and efficiently, and the brethren remember that 
“ time is money,” and look to it that none is frittered away in idle legisla- 
tion that is of no benefit whatever to the craft, there is no good reason 
why you may not finish your labors in three days, at least. While you 
should not neglect to leave those things undone that ought to be done, yet 
you should be extremely careful not Lo do those things that ought not to 
be done. I would commend to your wisdom, whether or not, in view of 
the financial condition of your Treasury, you had not better limit the per 
diem of the members to two days’ attendance. If you find it necessary 
to prolong the session beyond that time, the brethren are of too generous 
disposition not to be willing to contribute the balance of the time, without 
compensation from the Grand CD funds. 

DISPENSATIONS TO RECEIVE PETITIONS. 

During the year I have received a large number of applications for dis- 
pensation to receive and act upon the petitions of applicants for the de- 
grees, who have not resided the required time within the jurisdiction of 
the respective subordinate □. All these applications I have refused, 
deeming it unwise to lessen the time established by the rule prescribed 
by the Grand ci]. At this time, when Masonry is more popular than at 
any former period of its history, we should certainly be extremely cautious: 
how we decrease any of our safeguards, for it is on account of its great 
popularity that we have very much to fear. The higher our Temple rises, 
the grander its proportions, and the broader its area, the more numerous 
the offers of unfit and damaging material; better that one hundred blocks 
should be rejected, and for a season cast among the rubbish, than that one 
bad one should find a place in its mystic walls. , 

OFFICIAL VISITATIONS. 

During the year I have visited quite a numbeppf the Subordinate [EE], 
and found most of them in a prosperous and flourishing condition, andm 
safe and comfortable □□ rooms for their meetings. I have been much 
gratified to find the brethren endeavoring to elfevate the moral standing of 
their [§], and striving to be living examples of the great tenets of our 
Order. 

My official visitations have been necessarily limited mostly ^o such rEj] 
as required my presence to correct some irregularity, or under special invi- 
tations to dedicate a Masonic Hall and install the officers of the [Ep. Since 
our last Annual Communication, I have attended the dedication of two 
new Masonic halls, that of Palestine □, No. 79, at Duluth, and that of 
Red Wing l I , No. 8, at Red Wing. At the first named, I was assisted bv 
M.\ W.-. P.-. G.-. M.-., C. W. Nash, R.\ W.-. D.-. G.-. M.-., R. A. Jones, R.-. 
W. 1 ., W. S. Combs, G.\ S and a host of other leading Masons from differ- 
ent parts of the State. At the last named, I was assisted by R.-. W ■. P • 
S.’. G.-. W.-„ S. R. Merrill, R-\ W.-. P.\ S.-. G. . W.-., E. D. B. Porter, Bro. 
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J. P. Pond, and many others. Both these halls are spacious, well arranged, 
elegantly furnished, and rank among the first in the State, and are sure 
indications of the zeal of brethren at Duluth and Red Wing, and of the 
peace, harmony and prosperity of their Masonic labors. In Duluth and 
Red Wing Masonry is certainly progressive. We commend the zeal of the 
brethren of these rEp, and hope and trust it will meet with the most ample 
recompense. “ May brotherly love prevail, and every moral and social 
virtue cement them.” 

CONCLUSION. 

Brethren, many of you are Masons of age and experience, who have 
“borne the heat and burden of the day," and have stood by the principles 
of the order in sunshine and storm, and I hardly feel that it is becoming 
in me to presume to proffer to you counsel and advice. But the Craft are 
to be taught by “line upon line and precept upon precept,” and you will 
permit me, in closing, to admonish you to guard well the avenues of our 
temple. The great and increasing' prosperity and popularity of Masonry 
draws many to the vestibules of our halls, who are anxious to bow at our 
altars. 

Prosperity is wonderfully attractive. The lightest vanity will gravitate 
to the popular side. The basest scoundrel will ally himself to the winning 
party if permitted. Thence it becomes us, that we “guard well the outer 
door,” that we scrutinize well the character of those who seek admittance. 
“Quality, not quantity” is the motto of Masonry, for numbers count but 
■ittle against weight of character. 

We should be extremely careful that none are admitted except such as 
“worthy and well qualified.” While we should not be rash in rejecting, 
vet we should be very cautious in receiving. We should remember that 
black balls are for use as well as while, and that we should not be too sparing 
in their use. We have nothing to fear from the crusades of our open enemies, 
but very much to fear from those who are brought to our portals, actuated 
by our popularity and influence, and not by an intelligent appreciation or 
love of our principles, who are not primarily prepared to become MasonB, 
but hope and expect to profit by being known and recognized as such. 

Brethren, I have thus hastily and imperfectly given you an account of 
my official labors for the past year, and called your attention to such mat- 
ters as I deemed necessary to be brought to your notice. This I have done 
very imperfectly, and in a manner very unsatisfactory to myself. The 
time I had allotted to the preparing of the customary Grand Master’s 
address, has been broken in upon and consumed by the pressure of busi- 
ness in my profession which I could not set aside. I therefore submit to 
you such as I have written ; “Would it were worthier.” 1 thank you, 
brethren, for the high honor conferred upon me, and for the kind aid and 
support I have ever received from you ; may the blessings of the Infinite 
One be continually poured out upon you; may His gracious Spirit smile 
upon you, and give an upright tendency to all of your legislative actions; 
may the business of this, the Twentieth Grand Annual Communication of 
the M.\ W.\ The Grand! I of Minnesota, be conducted in that true spirit 
of Brotherly Love and Charity, that each one of you may truly feel, “How 
good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity.” 

G. B. COOLEY, Grand Master. 


Bro. A. 0. Smith moved the reference of the M.*. ~W.-. Grand 
Master’s address to a special committee of three, for reference: 

Bros. A. (J. Smith, F. A. Noble and L. Z. Rogers were 
appointed. 
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M.-. W.-. G. B. Cooley Announced the following appointments 
of committees : 

On Visiting Brethren. — Bros. A. A. Ames and L. R. Hall. 

On Ancient Landmarks . — Bros. A. C. Smith, D. B, Loomis, and 


J. W. Morford. 

On Unfinished Business.— Bros. E. M. Bloomer, C. 0. Ball, and 
R. H. Rose. 

On Masonic Jurisprudence. — Bros. L. E. Thompson, C; W. Nash,* 
and J. R. Jones. 

On Appeals and Grievances. — Bros. W . H. Grant, W. J. Parsons, 
A. W. Bangs, J. A. Garvie and L. W. Collins. 

On Returns of Lodges. — Bros. C. N. Daniels, W. S. Combs, and 
E. D. B. Porter. 

On Lodges under Dispensation. — Bros. W . W . Scott, J . H. Noble, 
and W. R. Wells. 

On Grand Secretary and Treasurer' s Accounts . — Brs. E. W. Durant, 
A. L. Porter, and Fred. L. Smith. 

Bro. C. W. Nash offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted and referred to Bros. C. W. Nash, D. M. Baldwin, and 
Thos. C. Shapleigh. 

Resolved — That a committee of three be appointed to investigate the 
financial affairs of this Most Worshipful Grand d], from its organiza- 
tion, to wit, from the 23d day of February, 1853, when the first convention 
for the formation of a Grand QZ of A. - . F. - . & A.\ M.\ convened, to 
include the present session; that said committee are authorized and em- 
powered to summon all necessary witnesses before said committee as said 
committee may require, and have access to all original records and papers 
on file belonging to this Grand □, and all documents, papers and records 
in the possession of any present or past Grand officers or p ast or present 
members of this Grand Body, belonging to this Grand □ ; and that said 
committee report at this session. 

Bro. A. C. Smith from the committee on apportioning the M.-. 
W.-. Grand Master’s address, presented the following report, which 
was adopted : 

To the M:. W.‘. Grand d) of Minnesota : 

Your committee on the address of the M.\ W.\ the Grand Master, for 
reference, respectfully report and recommend : 

That so much thereof as refers to Dispensations and [Ejp under dispen- 
sation, be referred to the Committee on [Ep U.\ D.'.; 

That so much ss relates to the Grand Lecturer and Visitor be referred 
to the Committee on Ancient Landmarks. 


*Xotb.— M.\ W.\ Grand Master Griswold understood certain remarks made by P.\ G.\ 
M •. Nash. In Grand Lodge, as a withdrawal from the Grand Lodge, and a virtual refusal to 
serve on this and another important committee. He therefore wrote me under date of dan. 
31, 1878. that “as he (Nash) has been appointed on important committees whose action may 
be emhairassed for waul of numbers, you will therefore announce in the printed proceed- 
ings the appointment, in his place, of Bro. A. 0. Smith on the Committee on Masonic 
Jurisprudence, and of Bro. L.W. Collins on committee appointed to Investigate toances 
or Grand Lodge. You will also inform the above named brethren of their appointment. 

K . j). B. PORTER wana o€C y. 
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That so much as refers to the Grand Master’s decisions during the past 
year be referred to the Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence; 

That so mufchas refers to the Grand Orient of Brazil, the Grand rEl of 
British Columbia, Utah, and Louisiana be referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Correspondence; , , 

That so much as refers to spurious Masons be referred to the Committee 
on Examination of Visiting Brethren ; 

That so much as refers to the finances of the Grand CD be referred to a 
select committee of three; , 

That .so much as refers to the claim of P.\ G.\ M.\ C. W. Nash be 
referred to a special committee of three. 

A. C. SMITH, ) 

F. A. NOBLE, f- Committee. 

. _ L.Z. ROGERS.) 

M.‘. W.-. G. B. Cooley, appointed as the special Committee on 
Finances of the Grand CD, Bros. Fred. Joss, L. Z. Rogers, and 
E. M. Broughton ; on the claim of P.-.G.-. M.-. C. W. Nash, Bros. 
S. E. Adams, C. N. Daniels and A. Goodrich. 

R. - . W.-- Bro. C. N. Daniels, Grand Lecturer and Visitor, pre 
sented his annual report, which was referred to the Committee on 
[jEp U.-. D.-. 

Bro. E. D.'B. Porter, Chairman of the Committee on Revision 
of the Constitution, presented the following report : 

do the Ms. JVs. Grand I l of Minnesota: 

As Chairman of Committee on Revision of the Constitution of the 
Grand i — | of Minnesota, I beg leave 'to f submit the following statement 
and report: 

By direction of the Most Worshipful Grand Master, I called a meeting 
of the committee at the office of the Grand Secretary, December 30, 1872 
at 2 o’clock p.m. At the hour appointed I “assembled” in due form, and’ 
no other member of the committee being present, I proceeded to revise 
the Constitution, and my labors progressed with the highest degree of 
harmony and unanimity, until about 4 o’clock, when another member of 
the committee appeared, who, not holding the same general views on the 
principal points at issue, retarded rather that advanced the work of the 
committee. The committee, therefore, adjourned sine die, and the follow- 
ing are the views of the chairman only, he not having had, subsequently, • 
an opportunity to confer with other members of the committee. 

It was evidently the sentiment of the Grand ccj, at its last session, that 
subordinate [Ep ought to have the right to enforce discipline upon any and 
all of their members, except the Grand Master or the Master of a CD while 
in office, including Past Grand officers of the Grand Lodge. 

I think the discussion of this question led to the creation of the commit- 
tee of which I have the honor to be chairman; and as my sentiments fully 
coincide with those ofthe Grand 1 1 . as expressed by sundry votes at last 

session, I have reviewed the Constitution, and have made recommend- 
ations with the view to harmonize the constitutional provisions on the 
question of “ original jurisdiction." Instead, therefore, of presenting a 
draft of a revised Constitution (which would involve the necessity of 
printing the constitution entire, at considerable expense), I beg leave to 
recommend that our present Constitution be amended as follows: 

First — That Clause 8th, Sec. 8, Title Second, be amended so as to read 
as follows : 

8th, That to visit Masonically is an inherent right of Masons ; but no 
visitor shall be received into a r~~ 1 . if any member present object. 
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Second— That Clause 15th, same Section and Title, be amended so as to 
read as follows: 

15th, That every Mason must be tried by his peers. 

Third— That Section 12, Title Third be amended so as to read as 
follows: 

Sec. 12. The judicial powers of a Grand [^3 are of two kinds : 

1 st, Original — embracing all matters of controversy which may arise 
between any of the subordinate |Ep under its jurisdiction, or the members 
of differe nt ft=p , and the enforcement of discipline upon its own members, 
and the [Ep under its jurisdiction, and upon individual Masons; Provided, 
That this clause shall not be so construed as to deprive a subordinate tm 
of the right to enforce discipline upon any of its members, except the 
Master or Grand Master, while in office. 

2d. Appellate — embracing all matters of controversy and discipline, 
proper for Masonic investigation, arising in any subordinate □ and over 
which it has not exercised original jurisdiction. 

Fourth— That Clause 3d, Section 14, Title Fourth, be amended so as 
to read as follows: 

3d, Judicial — embracing the exercise of discipline, and settlement of 
controversies between and over all its members (except the Master or 
Grand Master while in office,) and over all Masons, and non-affiliated 
brethren within its jurisdiction, subject to an appeal to the Grand d). 

Fifth — That all regulations or resolution, in conflict with the provisions 
of Sec. 37, Title Fifth be repealed, and thereby the matter and manner of 
striking from the roll, be placed in statu quo. 

Sixth— That Rule 15 of Trial Code, Sec. 45, Title sixth, be amended so 
as to read as follows : 

Rule 15. The Grand d retains concurrent original jurisdiction in all 
cases of its own members, and exclusive original jurisdiction of Masters of 
rEp while in office. 

Seventh— That Clause 6th, Sec. 58, Title Ninth, be amended so as to 
read as follows: 

6th, To grant Dispensations for new [gl, (when the Grand dl is not in 
session,) or for a dD to change its place of meeting, (in accordance with 
Section 20,) or for public processions or assemblies, (except in cases, of 
Masonic funerals, which shall not require a dispensation) ; or for the election 
of Masters or Wardens of subordinate rEp. 

Eighth— That Clause 3d, Sec. 59, Title Ninth, be amended by striking 
out in last line, the word “that,” and inserting in lieu thereof the word 
“as”; also by striking out in the same line, the word “their,” and inserting 
in lieu thereof the word “his." 

The foregoing are the only important amendments, (in my opinion) 
which are necessary, believing that the less we tamper with our funda- 
mental laws, the better. 

Respectfully and fraternally submitted as the views of the Chairman, 
et freterea nihil. E. D. B. PORTER, 

Chairman Committee. 

St. Paul, Jan. 14, 1873. 

On motion of Bro. J. N. Castle, two hundred copies were ordered 
printed for the use of the members. * 

Bro. Alfred Moore offered the following resolution, which was 
referred to the Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence. 

Resolved, by M.\ W.\ Grand □ of Minnesota, That this Grand r~) 
recognizes 'all Master Masons made during the war, in army [El working 
under dispensations granted from Grand d=P recognized by this Grand 
1 — 1 ; and that such Master Masons are allowed to join in the usual manner 
of a demitted Master Mason. 

Bro A. T. C. Pierson, Chairman of the Committee on Foreign 
Correspondence, read a portion of his report. [See Appendix.] 
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c On motion the Grand □ called, off from labor to refreshment 
until 7-J o’clock this evening. 

7-J o’clock, p.m. 

The M. - . W.\ the G. - . L. - . resumed labor. 

The Grand Treasurer submitted his report as follows ; which 
was referred to the Committee on G. - . T. - . and S. - . Accounts: 

To the Mr. TV.' . Grand l l of Minnasota: 

The undersigned respectfully reports that he has neither received nor 
paid out any moneys belonging to this Grand since the last session 
thereof. 

He Btill has on hand the same four dollars and twenty-two cents, as stated 
in last annual report. See printed proceedings of 1872, page 29. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

GEO. L. OTIS. 

Grand Treasurer. 

TheR. - . W. - . Grand Secretary presented the following Financial 
Statement, which was referred to the Committee on Accounts ot 
G.-. T.-. and G. - . S.-. 


William S. Combs, G- 1 . S. -- , in account with 

Grand □□ of Minnesota, A. F. and A. M. 


1872 

March 25, 
“ 26, 

May 8, 
Aug. 8, 
Sept. 20, 
Nov. 22, 


To Cash as per Balance, proceedings, 1872, p. 66, 

“ “ for Dis. Prudence I l .Windom. - - - - 
“ “ “ Charity I l . New, Ulm, - - - 
!' “ “ Corner-Stone I I . Fergus Falls, - 

“ “ “ Aurora Brainerd, - - - - 

“ “ Fraternity I I . Worthington, 

“ “ “ Lebanon I 1 . Lanesboro, - - - 

“ “ “ Shiloh I 1 . Fargo, - - - - - 

“ “ “ Bethel I I , Lake Crystal, - - - 

“ “ “ Sharon 1 — l . Willmar, - - - - 


$122 88 
20 00 
20 00 
20 00 
20 00 
20 00 
20 00 
20 00 
20 00 
20 00 


$302 88 


Jan. 8, By Cash paid for Stationery, use of Grand I I . 


Mch. 22, 
June 22, 


July 


3> 

14. 


Insurance, Phcenix Ins. Co., 
Repairs G/.S. - . office, - - - 
Diary, Monitor & Letter Heads. 
Drayage, G.\ S.\ office, - - 
Express on Proceedings, - - 
Postage “ “ - - 

Letters, 

Letter Heads, 1 Ream. G. - . S. - . 
Envelopes, 1 M. - - - - - 


$17 00 
148 00 

1 SO 
, 8 00 

2 00 
4 60 

2 i 00 
6 50 
8 00 
io 50 


In G.'.M’s. - . hands Cash dis. Prudence I I . - - - 20 00 

“ K paid cash, -------- 5 06 


230 10 
$72 78 


25 00 


Bal. in G.\ S’. - , hands, 


$47 7 s 
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Bro. J. P. Pond offered the following resolution which was 
referred to the Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence. 

Resolved, Can a CD of Master Masons appearing in a funeral procession, 
accept a subordinate position to any organization claiming to be Masonic 
or otherwise ? 

On motion of Bro. S. B. L©ye, the committee appointed on Bro. 
Nash’s resolution in reference to finances of the My. W.-. the 
Grand CD, be increased to five. Bros. S.B. Loye and J. C. Braden 
were appointed to act with said committee. 

Bro. W. PI. Grant offered the following resolution which was 
referred to the Committee on Ancient Landmarks : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Ancient Landmarks be instructed to 
report whether Rules 12 and 15 of thp'Trial Code are not in violation of the 
Ancient Landmarks of Masonry. 

Bro. "W. H. Hall offered the following resolution. Adopted. 

■ Resolved, That Bro. J. P. Pond be, and is, heteby, authorized to confer 
with the officers of the different railroads and request that representatives 
to the Grand CD he returned free. 

The following bills were presented and referred to the Finance 
Committee : 

H. P. Hall, for printing Address of P.\ G.\ M.\ C. W. Nash, for 

the Communication of 187 2 ! - $ 6 ° 00 

Pioneer Co. for printing proceedings, 1872, - , - - 533 -°° 

Tribune Printing Co., for printing G.\ M.\ Cooley’s Address, 1873, 9.00 

Bro. A. A. Ames offered' the following resolution, which was 
adopted: 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed whose duty it shall be 
to advertise for bids to do all the printing for the Grand CD, and that they 
be empowered to contract with the lowest responsible bidder the same. 

Bros. A. A. Ames, William S. Combs, and W. G. Dye, were 

appointed to act on said committee. 

Bro. A. C. Smith offered the following resolution which was 
adopted : 

Resolved, That this Grand CD will proceed to the annual election to- 
morrow at 3 o’clock p. m. 

On motion of Bro. Smith, the Mh*. W . the Grra.no. L! — ) cal.ed oft 
until 10 o’clock in the morning. 

SECOND DAY. 

10 o’clock. 

The Grand CD resumed labor. Minutes of yesterday read and 
approved. 

On motion of the Grand Secretary, the Grand Master appointed 
Bros. S. R. Merrill, G. K. Gilbert, and O. H. Page as a committee 
on Pay Roll. 
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Bro. R. A. Jones offered the following resolution, which was 
referred to the Committee on Returns of and if found correct 
to be paid. 

Resolved, That an order be drawn on Treasurer for the sum of St to to 
reimburse Meridian EJ 56, for annual dues paid the Grand CD, on Bro 
C. G. Ripley erroneously reported by said CD as a member thereof, from 
November 10th, 1866 to January 14th, 1875, and the said mi be authorized 
to drop his name from their reports. 

Bro. R. H. Rose offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted : 

Resolved, That the returns of King Hiram CD No. 31, be specially 
referred to Committee on Returns of [Ep. with directions to investigate 
the present and past returns of said Q and make report thereon. 

Bro. A. C. Smith presented the following report from the Com- 
mittee on Ancient Landmarks, which was adopted : 

To the M.‘. W.'. the Grand 1 1 of Minnesota : 

The Committee on Ancient Landmarks, to whom was referred the 
resolution introduced by 'Bro. Grant, relative to Rules 12 and 15 of the 
I rial Code, have had the same under consideration, and bet; leave to 
submit the following report: 

JT® flnd the *°howing claimed to be Ancient Landmark No. 13, as 
per Webb and Preston, to wit: 

. ^ r U?ht of every Mason to appeal from the decision of his brethren 

in CD convened, to the Grand CD or general assembly of Masons, is a 
landmark highly essential to the preservation of Justice, and the prevention 
_°PP r ession. And most of the Monitors add an explanation as follows: 
A lew modern Grand [Ejl, in adopting a regulation that the decision of 
subordinate |tp,_ in cases of expulsion, cannot be wholly set aside upon an 
appeal, nave violated this unquestioned landmark, as well as the prin- 
ciples of just government.’’ 1 

Your committee are not prepared to state positively whether Webb even 
endorsed this landmark or not. The word “ancient landmark” is not 
found, except in one solitary instance in any of the original editions ofWebb. 
Whatever the fact map be, it is none the less a landmark, aud accords 
with the only true principle of all judicial proceedings. 

There is nothing more clear to your committee than if, on appeal, the 
Grand | — 1 reverses the decision of the subordinate on the ground of error 
in the proceedings, or. of innocence, that reversal annuls the judgment, 
and it is as if never pronounced; consequently it has no effect -whatever ; 
and, in Masonic law the matter stands as it no judgment had ever been 
rendered The effect of a reversal is that the accused was never suspended 
or expelled at all, in law, and there is no power in the Grand 1 — 1 . either 
W«® ent or otherwise , to give such reversal any other or less effect 
This does not preclude the Grand CD. under Subdivision 18 of Section 8 
o title 2 (page 645 compilation) in the exercise of its prerogative of 
clemency or mercy, to restore an expelled Mason, on a proper petition, to 
tlie lights and benefits oi Masonry, but not to his membership in any 1 — 1 . 

^ ™ reason this is clear — too clear to require argument. 

The sentence never having been questioned or revoked, nor its justice 
denied, an eminent Masonic writer says, “the petitioner stands totally 
deprived of his Masonic rights and membership. He comes notin the 
character of an appellant, but of a stranger; not as a litigant within the 
order, but as a Btranger from without. The Grand CD has power to invest 
him with the rights and benefits of Masonry, but not to membership in 
any CD. Only by consent of the CD itself can new members be admitted 
into its own body.” 

The Masonic standing of a brother thus restored by the Grand CD, is 
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therefore that of an unaffiliated Mason, and he may petition and be admit- 
ted to membership in the d]; for it is against the spirit of Masonry to 
encourage or enforce non-affiliation. 

With reference to Rule 15 of the Trial Code, your committee believe 
the ancient landmark to be that but one person in a subordinate d] is 
absolutely exempt from the penal jurisdiction of his I L 

The Grand Master while in office, is also in like manner exempt from 
the penal jurisdiction of the subordinate dl °f which he is a member. 

No. other exceptions are known to the ancient landmarks. 

Your committee would therefore recommend that said Sections 12 and 
15 be declared in contravention of the ancient landmarks, and that the 
same are null and void. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

A. C. SMITH, ) 

D. B. LOOMIS, >■ Committee. 

J. W. MORFORD, ) 

The report of Bro. E D. B. Porter, Chairman of the Committee 
on Constitution, was taken up and acted upon seriatim, and resulted 
as follows : 

That Clause 8th, Sec 8, Title Second, be amended so as to read as follows ; 

8th. That to visit Masonically is an inherent right of Masons; but no 
visitor shall be received into a 1 — i . if any member present object. 

Adopted by a two-thirds vote. 

That Clause 15th, same Section and Title be amended so as to read as 
follows : 

15th. That every Mason must be tried by his peers. 

Lost : 20 ayes ; 25 nays. 

That Section 12, Title Third, be amended so as to read as follows : 

Section 12. The judicial powers of a Grand □ are of two kinds: 

1st, Original — embracing all matters of controversy which may arise 
between any ol the Subordinate [§3 uuder its jurisdiction, or the members 
of different [Ep, and the enforcement of discipline upon its own members, 
and the [§1 under its jurisdiction, and upon individual Masons; Provided, 
That this clause shall not be so construed as to deprive a Subordinate l~~l 
of the right to enforce discipline upon any of its members, except the 
Master or Grand Master while in office. 

2d, Appellate— embracing all matters of controversy and discipline, 
proper for Masonic investigation, arising in any Subordinate 1 — l . and over 
which it has not exercised original jurisdiction. 

Adopted unanimously. 

That Clause 3d, Section 14, Title Fourth, be amended so as to read as 
follows : 

3d. Judicial — embracing the exercise of discipline, and settlement of 
controversies between and over all its members, (except the Master or 
Grand Master while in office,) and over all non-affiliated brethren within 
its jurisdiction, subject to an appeal to the Grand 1 l . 

Adopted ; 63 ayes ; 8 nays. 

That all regulations or resolutions in conflict with the provisions of 
Section 37, Title Fifth, be repealed, and thereby the matter and manner 
of striking from the roll be placed in statu quo. 

Lost. 

That Rule 15 of Trial Code, Section 45, Title Sixth, be amended so as to 
read as follows : 
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Rule 15. The Grand I I retains concurrent original jurisdiction in all 
cases of its own members, and exclusive original jurisdiction of Masters 
of rEp while in office. , 

Lost. 

That Clause 6th, Section 58, Title Ninth, be amended so as to read as 
follows : 

6th. To grant dispensations for new [Ep, (when the Grand py] is not 
in session,) or for a CZJ to change its place of meeting, (in accordance with 
Section 20,) or for public processions or assemblies, (except in cases of 
Masonic funerals, which shall not require a dispensation,) or for the election 
of Master or Wardens of Subordinate rEp . 

Adopted unanimously. 

That Clause 3d, Section 59, Title Ninth, be amended by striking out in 
last line, the w v ord “that”, and inserting in lieu thereof the word “as”; also 
by striking out, in same line, the word “their”, and inserting in lieu thereo 
the word “his”. 

Adopted Unanimously. 

The Committee on Railroad Fare submitted the following report 
which was adopted : 

Your committee on the resolution of Bro. Hall, respectfully begs leave 
to rpport that he has waited upon the officers of the different* railroads in 
this city, and has received the following replies, viz: St. Paul & Pacific, 
main and branch lines; St. Paul & Duluth, and Northern Pacific, will give 
to members who have been in attendance upon this Grand CZ], return 
passes, upon a voucher from the Grand Secretary. The Sioux City St. Paul 
& Milwaukee, St. Paul & Chicago, St. Paul & Taylor’s Falls, refuse to 
comply with the request. J. P. POND, Committee. 

Bro. S. B. Loye offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted : 

Resolved, That the Grand Secretary is instructed to correct the pay 
roll as to mileage in all cases where the representative of the Grand f — 1 
was in the city before the session in attendance upon any business where 
he draws mileage from any other source, and those who receive return 
passes by the G.\ S.\ 

The committee to whom was referred thatportionof theM.-.W.-. 
Grand Master’s Address relating to impostors, reported as follows ; 
wh,ich was adopted ; 

In the opinion of your committee the suggestion of the M.\ W.\ Grand 
Master, for multiplied safeguards regarding visitors, and care in appointing 
examining committees, should be adopted by Worshipful Masters through- 
out this jurisdiction. Your committee would also recommend the adoption 
of the following resolution : 

Resolved, That in order more fully to protect the craft from impostors, 
every □ within the jurisdiction of this Grand d] be required to 
send a description of brethren expelled, and impostors detected by said 
I <|,* with photographs of said expelled Masons and impostors, to the Sec- 
retary^ of this Grand 1 1 : and it shall be the duty of the Grand Secretary 

to notify the Worshipful Master of every subordinate dl of the same, and 
if the case shall be considered of sufficient importance to warrant it, the 
My. W.\ Grand Master shall cause to be printed copies of said descriptions, 
with photographs of the parties, (where they can be procured) to be sent 
toall within the jurisdiction of this Grand dl; the same to be posted 
in conspicuous places in the halls of said [Ep. 


A. A. AMES, Chairman. 
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The following special report from the Committee on Foreign Cor- 
respondence on Grand Master's Address, on the recognition of 
various Grand pEEp : 


To the Most IV orshiff ul , the Grand I I of Minnesota : 


The Committee on Foreign Correspondence, to whom was especially 
referred that portion of the Grand Master’s Address relative to the Grand 
HEp of British Columbia and Utah, and the Grand Orient of Brazil, respect- 
fully report the following resolution with reference to the two former: 

Resolved, That the Grand I I of Minnesota cordially extend the right 
hand of fellowship to the Grand CH of British Columbia and also to the 
Grand cj] of Utah, and most heartily welcome each of them into the 
sisterhood of Grand HEp, recognizing each as regularly organized. 

As to the Grand Orient of Brazil, your committee report that ail the 
information before your committee is contained in the documents furnished 
the Grand Master. 

While the brethren of Minnesota are ever ready to extend a cordial greet- 
ing to any and every “strange brother" who proves himself worthy, from 
wherever .he hails, yet from the meagre information as to the status of 
Masonry in Brazil, we are not prepared to recommend any action at this 
session of the Grand l l. 


Respectfully submitted. 


A. T. C. PIERSON, 
Chairman of the Committee. 


Bro. A. T. C. Pierson, Historiographer of the Grand □, sub- 
mitted a report, which was ordered" on file. 

Bro. A. A. Ames offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted unanimously : 

Resolved, That a standing Committee on Printing, to consist of three 
members, shall be appointed by the M.\ W.\ Grand Master at every 
Annual Communication of the 3VI. •. W.\ Grander; the duty of said com- 
mittee to be to advertize for bids for all printing for this Grand I I . and to 
Jet the contract for the safne to the lowest responsible bidder. 

Bro. A. T. 0. Pierson, Chairman of the Committee on Foreign 
Correspondence, resumed reading his report. 

Bro. A. H. Truax offered the following preamble and resolution, 
which were adopted : 

Whereas; The report of the committee will doubtless be printed with 
the Proceedings, and placed in the possession of all subordinate rE3, for 
their instruction, be it 

Resolved, That the further reading of the Report on Foreign Cor- 
respondence be dispensed with, as it is necessary to expedite matters now 
before the Grand Cl] as much as possible. 


Bro. L. E. Thompson presented a report from the Committee on 
Masonic Jurisprudence, pending which the M.-. W.-. the Grand CD 



2 o’clock. 


, The Grand □ resumed labor. This being the hour for the annual 
election of officers, on motion of Bro. A. C. Smith, the same was 
dispensed with, to enable, the Committee on Finances to submit a 


report. 
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P.-. G.-. M.-. 0. W . Nash submitted the following : 

To the.M.'. W.\ Grand CD of Minnesota : 

Your committee to whom was referred the matter of investigating- the 
financial affairs of this Grand Q from its organization in 18ct, to include 
the present session, have had the same under consideration, and respect- 
fully report: y 

lo do justice to the Grand | i , and to the brethren personally and 
officially interested, to enable your committee to make a correct report 
requires more time and labor than can be given to a subject of such great 
importance at this session. We have not been able to have before us the 
parties referred to in the statement, that they might make such explana- 
tions as they might deem necessary, neither have we had access to the 
original written record books and papers of this Grand □, or the reports 
ot certain grand ofiicers, required to further the interests of this exam- 
ination. 

Yo'ur committee have relied in the main upon the printed Proceedings 
from yeartoyear, published by this Grand Body, which should be correct 
printed ^ 3 reC ° rd ° f the proceedings, of all that is proper to be 

Youi committee find that there is a deficit in the accounts and reports 
of some of the Grand [ZD officers who had charge of the finances of this 
Giand Body. Whether this state of facts arises from error, carelessness, 
or negligence, your committee express no opinion. That the whole subject 
matter may be thoroughly and justly investigated, and parties may have 
ample opportunity to explain the deficits that now appear, your committee 
would recommend that a special committee of three be appointed to whom 
this whole subject be referred, with the same power and authority to act, 
to carry out the true spirit and intent of the resolution creating this 
committee. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

C. W. NASH, 1 

T. C. SHAPLEIGH, 

DWIGHT M. BALDWIN, [Committee. 
J. C. BRADEN, 

S. B. LOYE. 

Bros. 0. "W. Nash,’ 1 ' J. G. Braden, and D. Baldwin were 
appointed said committee. 

Bro. J. 0. Braden offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted : 

Resolved , That the committee to examine the books and accounts of the 
Grand Secretary and Grand Treasurer be required to meet on the day 
preceding the Annual Communication of each Grand □, for the exami- 
nation of said accounts. 

The Grand I i proceeded to the election of officers P.-. D. - . G.*. 

M.-. D. B. Loomis, presiding, who appointed Bros. W. J. Parsons 
and L. Z. Rogers, tellers. The result of the election was as 
follows : 

M.'. W.\ Chas. Griswold was elected G.\ M.\ 

R.\ W.\ J. N. Castle was elected D.\ G.\ M.’. 

R.-. 'W.-. Edgar Nash was elected G.\ S.\ W.\ 

R.\ W. - . I. B. Cummings was elected J. - . W.\ 

R. - . W. - . Geo. L. Otis was elected G.\ T.\ 

R. - . W.\ William S. Combs was elected Grand Secretary, but 
declined, when 

R.-. W.\ E. D. B. Porter was elected G.\ Secretary. 

•See foot note, page 18 . 



1873] 


Grand Lodge of Minnesota. 


23 


The Committee on Grand Secretary and Treasurer’s accounts 
presented the following report, which was adopted : 

To the M.\ W.'.tlie Grand I I of the State of Minnesota: 

We, the committee appointed to examine the financial accounts of the 
Grand Secretary and Treasurer, would respectfully report as follows: 

Having carefully examined the accounts of Bro. Grand Treasurer, Geo. 
L. Otis, we find them correct with a balance in the treasury of $4,22. 

The accounts of the Grand Secretary we also find to be correct, with a 
balacne of cash on hand amounting to $67.78. 

Signed by 

E. W. DURANT, 

FRED. L. SMITH, 

A. L. PORTER. 

St. Paul, Minn., Jan. 15, 1873. 

The Committee on P. - . M.-. Nash’s claim presented the fol- 

lowing report, and, on motion, the same was recommitted to a new 
committee consisting of Bros. ’A. A. Ames, F. Joss, and J. C. 
Braden. 

To the M: . W.\ Grand I I of Minnesota, now in session : 

The committee to whom the following portion of the M.\ W.\ G.\ 
Master’s Address was referred, to wit: 

ACCOUNT OF P.\ G.\ M.\ NASH. 

At the last session of this Grand CD, the following resolution was 
adopted : 

“ Resolved , That Past Grand Master, C. W. Nash be authorized to draw 
mi the G.\ T.\ for all expenses incurred by him in his official capacity ss 

And immediately after the close of the session, Bro. Nash presented his 
account and requested the warrants of the Grand □□ for the amount. 
There being no funds in the grand treasury sufficient to pay Bro. Nash, his 
account still remains unsettled. It covers a series of five years, the whole 
time he was G.\ M.\ and averages about $500 a year; after giving credit 
for the amount received by him from the Grand r~i t the balance of his 
claim amounts to about $1800. This matter, in justice to Bro. Nash, 
ought to have been adjusted and paid long before; but as it has not been 
settled, I would commend it to your careful consideration.” 

Would report that they have had the same under consideration, and find 
that the claim ofP. Grand Master Nash, amounting “to about $1800” as 
above was passed upon and approved on the 30th day of June last past by 
the present Grand Master under the authority of the resolution of the 
Grand | 1 quoted above, and that in view of said resolution and approval, 
any recommendation on the part of this committee, in their judgment 
would be simply a work of supererogation. 

The committee therefore respectfully ask to be discharged. 

SAM. E. ADAMS, 

C. N. DANIELS, 

A. GOODRICH. 

Bro. A. W. Bangs offered the following amendment to the Trial 
Code. Adopted. 

That Section 44, Title 6, be amended so as to read as follows : 

The accused cannot vote on his own case, but no other member of the 
□□ present can be excused from voting; but no F~l shall proceed to trial 
until by summons duly served, all members within its jurisdiction shall 
have been notified. 
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Bro. N. J. Pond offered the following resolution, which was 
referred to the Cor^mittee on Masonic Jurisprudence: 

Resolved, That a cdtnmittee of three be appointed by the Grand Master 
for the purpose of reporting a uniform code of By-Laws for the govern^ 
ment of subordinate ri=3 in this jurisdiction. 

The Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence reported adversely to 
above resolution, which report was adopted. 

The Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence submitted the follow- 
ing report. Adopted. 

To the M.\ TV.'. Grand I I of the State of Minnesota : 

Your Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence submit the following report 
on that portion of the M.\ W. - . Grand Master’s Address relating to the 
M-‘, W.\ G.\ L.\ of the State of Louisiana, on the subject matter contained 
in the Circular of the M,\ W.\ G.\ M.\ of the State of Louisiana, dated 
New Orleans, March 13th, 1872, relating to the relation of said G.\ L.\ 
with “Foreign Grand Bodies of Masons”; that sufficient time is not given 
to the committee to examine and report at this session, and recommend 
that the further consideration of this subject be postponed till the next 
session, and that the same be referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Correspondence. / 

L. E. THOMPSON, ) 

C.‘ W. .NASH, >- Committee. 

J. R. JONES. ) 

To the M.\ IF. ' . G.\ I I of Minnesota now in session: 


Your committee on Masonic Jurisprudence to whom was referred so 
much of the M.\ W.\ Grand Master’s Address as relates to decisions made 
by him during the last year, beg leave to report that they have had the 
same under consideration, and find the same correct, and recommend that 
they be approved. 

L. E. THOMSON, ) „ 

C. W. NASH. ‘ [Committee. 


The following are the decisions : 


Question 1st. Can a brother, a member of a t*~*t. object to the advance- 
ment of a brother who has taken the E. A. - , or the F.\ C.\ degree, and 
must the W.\ M.\ allow the objections without a statement of the reasons 
why he objects? > 

Answer : Yes. 

Question 2d. Can a member of a □□ object to conferring the E,\ A. - , 
degree upon a pefson who has been elected, and must the W.*. M.\ allow 
the objection to be valid without a statement of the reason? 

Answer: Yes. 

Question 3d. Charges are preferred against a brother, he is tried and 
found guilty of un-Masonic conduct, and the penalty voted by the I 1 is 
“reprimand,” has the brother the right of appeal to the Grand 1 1 ? 

Answer: Yes. 

Question 4th. A candidate has received the E.\ A.\ and F.\ C.” degrees 
in a 1 — 1 . when for the first time it is ascertained that he is very illiterate, in 
fact can not read and write, not even sufficiently to write his own name; a 
brotlierobjects to his advancement for that reason. Is the W.\ M.\ justi- 
fied in entertaining the objection? 

Answer: Yes. But the I I in that case have committed a wrong, while 
the candidate may be entirely free from blame. The committee to whom 
was referred his petition, were very derelict in duty, in reporting favorably, 
or, in fact, in making any report at all, without first ascertaining, by the 
most careful investigation, whether the candidate was or was not “worthy 
and well qualified.” If he cannot read and write he is not “well qualified” 



1873 ] 


Grand Lodge of Minnesota. 


25 


however “worthy” he may be. If a man lives in this age of popular educa- 
tion until he arrives at the age of twenty-one years without learning to read 
and write, he is not fit material for our mystic temple. He must certainly 
be a drone in the hive. 

Question 5th. A section of a By-law of a Subordinate dl reads as 
follows: “ No member who shall be in arrears for dues for three months 
shall be eligible to office, or be entitled to vote at any election of officers 
of the I I .” At the election of officers of the 1 | there were thirty-three 

votes cast for Master. Bro. S received seventeen and Bro. G 

sixteen votes ; Bro. S was declared elepted and was installed as Master 

of the dl the same evening. Two of the brethren who voted for Bro. 

S were more than three months in arrears fci dues. Is Bro. S 

legally the Master of the Lodge ? 

Answer: Yes. 

Question 6th. If a Mason residing within the jurisdiction of a dl> but 
not a member thereof, is guilty of unmasonic conduct, must that dl take 
notice thereof and prefer charges ? 

Answer : Y es. Each dl is responsible for the conduct of all^Masons 
within its jurisdiction. 

Question 7th. A brother is in arrears tor dues to his I I for more than 
one year; the J.\ W.\ of the dl is n °t present at the regular Communi- 
cation of the 1 I ; the W.\ M.\ orders the S.\ W.\ to, prefer charges 
against the delinquent brother. It is proper for the S.\ W. \ to prefer the 
charges ? 

Answer.” Yes. The W.\ M.\ may order either the J. 1 . W.\ or any 
other brother to prefer the charges, if he sees fit so to do. 

Question 8th. A brother is elected W. - . Mr. of a dl who has lost his 
left arm, the same having been amputated near the shoulder. Is he 
eligible and should he be installed? . 

Answer: Yes. If he is otherwise eligible to the positiofi, the fact of 
his having only one arm docs not' disqualify him. Should he find himself 
physically incompetent to perform any of the duties devolving upon him 
as Master of the dl> be may call to his assistance a Past Master or Warden, 
or any other brother. 

Your committee further report that they have had under consideration 
the following resolution referred to them : 

“ Resolved , by the M:. W.\ Grand d) °f Minnesota , That this Grand I 1 
recognizes all Master Masons made during the war in army rQ working 
under dispensation granted from Grand riEp recognized by thisGrand 1 — l . 
and that such Master, Masons are alloweato join [Ep in the usual manner 
of a dimitted Mason.” 

And recommend the resolution be not adopted. 

L. E. THOMPSON, ) 

C. W, NASH, >■ Committee. 

J. R. JONES, \ 

Keport of the committee adopted. 

M.-.W. - . Ohas. Griswold, G.\ M. - . elect, announced the follow- 
ing as the appointed officers : 

M.\ W.\ Grove B. Cooley, Grand Orator. 

M.\ W.\ G. W. Prescott, G.\ C.\, Albert Lea. 

Bro. N. S. Pond, G.\ M.'. Shakopee. 

“ L. T. Lyon, G.\ Sword Bearer, Hokah. 

“ J. A. McKlosky, G.\ Std. Bearer, Cottage Grove. 

“ John II. Noble, G. - . S.\ D.\, Minneapolis. 

“ L. R. Brooks, G.\ J.\ D.\, Minneiska. 

“ E. W. Durant, G.\ P.-„ Stillwater. 

“ E. M. Broughton, S.\ G.\ S.\, Waseca. 

“ W. W. Ely, J.-. G.-. S.\, Mantorville. 

“ A. Richardson, G.\ T.\, St. Paul. 
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The Committee on pEp U. D., submitted the following report 
and recommendation, which were adopted : 

The Committee onjg U. D., having- examined the work and returns of 
the following g U. Df to wit: Chanty CD, at New Ulm; Corner Stone 
Id, at Fergus Falls; Aurora C3, at Brainerd; Bethel I — i.at Lake Crystal ; 
Prudence Cd, at Windom; Libanus □, at St. James; Lebanon l — I. at 
Lanesboro, and Fraternity |d, at Worthington; and find the work of 
each such as we are authorized to receive, and believing that the interests 
of the craft will be promoted thereby, we respectfully recommend that 
charters be granted to each upon compliance with the Constitution of the 
M.\ W.\ Grand I I . in such cases provided. 

No records have been received from Sunset d, and Shiloh | — | . Believ- 
ing the failure on the part of these g to send up the record of their work 
to be owing to the great storms thathave blocked up the highways, and 
prevented the transmission of the mails, we recommend the M.\ W.\ 
Grand Master to continue the dispensation in each of these cases. 

In regard to Sharon 1 i at Willmar, we would say, a telegram has been 
received from the W.\ M.\ stating he cannot reach St. Paul, because no 
trains are running, and requesting that a charter should be granted, sub- 
ject to approval by the M.-. W.\ Grand Master, of the work done since 
granting of dispensation; and we recommend that the request be granted, 
on a full compliance with the other requirements of the Constitution. 

We further report that we have examined the report of the R.\ W.-. G.\ 
V.-. & L.\, and recommend that it be placed on file. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

W. W. SCOTT,) 

H. R. WELLS, >• Committee. 

J. H. NOBLE, J 

On motion of Bro. J. 0. Braden it was 

Resolved, That the installation of officers be the last business of the 
Grand I — l . 

On motion the Grand □□ called from labor to refreshment until 
7£ o’clock. 

, 7£ o’clock. 

The M.-. W.-. the Grand □ resumed labor. 

The Committee on Returns of pEEp, to whom was referred the 
matter of King Hiram CD No. 31, presented the following report, 
which was adopted : 

The Com mitte e on Returns ofgl, to whom was referred the returns of 
King Hiram | — | No. 31, would respectfully report that they have examined 
the present and past returns of said 1 1 . and find from these returns, and 

from statements of representatives of said CU> that in consequence of 
errors of former secretaries of said □, the records of the Grand □ show 
an overcharge of ten (io) members, who have been dimitted and disposed 
of without being properly accounted for; therefore your committee would 
respectfully recommentf that the return of said as just made, be 
accepted and adopted by this Grand CD as correct, and the amount found 
due heretofore by Committee on Returns, be credited to said □. 

C. N. DANIELS, ) 

W. S. COMBS, s Committee. 

J. C. TERRY. ) 

Bro. A. Goodrich presented the following resolution, which was 
adopted : 
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Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed by the M.\ W.\ the 
Grand Master, whose duty it shall be to report to the next Grand Annual 
Communication a proposition touching the compensation of members and 
attendants upon tM| Grand I — I . 

Bros. Goodric* uoomis, and A. A. Ames were appointed on said 
committee. 

The special committee on the claim of P.-. G.-. M.-. 0. W. Nash, 
for services, presented the following report. On motion the same 
was re-committed to a new committee, consisting of Bros. W. W. 
Scott, J. N. Castle, and E. D. B. Porter. 

do the M.’. IF.*. Grand \ 1 of Minnesota : 

Your special committee to whom was referred so much of the Grand 
Master’s Address as relates to the accounts of P.\ G.\ M.\ Nash, claiming 
compensation for expenses incurred by him in his official capacity during 
the five years he served as Grand Master, have had the same under con- 
sideration, and beg leave to respectfully report as follows: 

First — That we find no act or resolution of this Grand j— ] fixing the 
compensation of the Grand Master. 

Second— At the Grand Annual Communication of this Grand l — I in 
i86jr, the following resolution was adopted. [See p 599 proceedings 1867.] 

Third— That Bio. Nash, during his official term, did not draw in full the 
amount claimed by him to be due under the resolution of 1867. 

F ourth — That at the last Grand Annual Communication of this Grand 
CD. the following resolution was adopted: [See p. 52 proceedings 1872 . 1 

Fifth — That under the resolution of 1867, Bro. Nash claims as due him 
for expenses incurred by him in his official capacity as Grand Master, 
during his terms of office, the sum of $2500, or $500 per annum ; that of 
this amount he has received the sum of $656, leaving unpaid the sum of 
$1844; that under the resolution of 1872, he has drawn on the Grand 
Treasurer for the balance unpaid, viz: said sum of $1844; that these orders 
have not been paid by the Grand Treasurer, and are now owned by Bro 
J. P. Pond. 

In conclusion, your committee find that under the resolution of 1867, 
Bro. Nash had authority to draw upon the Grand Treasurer orders for his 
necessary expenses incurred in the performance of his duties as Grand 
Master, while such Grand Master; that under the resolution of 1872, Bro. 
Nash had authority as P.\ G.*. M.\ to draw upon the Grand Treasurer for 
such expenses incurred during official term as remained unpaid. 

A. A. AMES, 

F. [OSS, 

J. C. BRADEN. 

The Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence presented the follow- 
ing report, which was adopted : 

To the AT . 1 . IF.-. Grand 1 1 of Mi 7 inesota now in session: 

Your Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence, to whom was referred the 
resolution of Bro. Porter at our last Annual Communication, asking that 
this Grand CD recognize the organization of the Grand d) of Quebec, (so 
called) as just and regular, beg leave to report that this Grand □ has’ not 
received information that said so-called Grand CD of Quebec has received 
the recognition of the M.\ W,\ the Grand CD of Canada, as required and 
expressed by the resolution of this Grand CD at its Grand Annual Com- 
munication in 1871, and until such recognition, this Grand CD decline 
fraternal intercourse with said so-called Grand CD of Quebec 

L. E. THOMPSON, ) „ 

E. P, BARNUM, J Committee. 


Jan. 13th, 1873. 



28 Proceedings of the [1873 


The Committee on Appeals and Grievanc?s presented the follow- 
ing report which was adopted : 

To the Mr. Wr. the Grand Master, Wardens and Tr&tren in the Grand 

I I of the State of Minnesota, A r. Fr. and A r. Mr. 9 

Brethren: Your Committee upon Appeal? and Grievances, beg leave 
to report that thej have had under consideration, the following cases: 

Bro. L. H. Hankins, a M.\ M.\ belonging to King Solomon CD No. 44, 
was tried and convicted in said I 1 . charged with unmasonic conduct, in 
neglecting to paj his dues since 1868. This is a violation of the By Laws 
of said I I . 

Upon conviction he “ was declared expelled from said King Solomon 
CD No. 44.” 

By examination, in Sec. 37, page 650, Printed Proceedings, it will be 
seen that King Solomon I I exceeded its powers in expelling Bi o. Hankins 
for non-payment of dues. They could only strike his name from 
their roll. 

Bro. Hankins does not appeal, but the case comes before the Grand 
1 1 under Rule 9, Trial Code, page 653, Pr. Pro. for affirmance or other 

actions. 

We recommend that the Grand I I reverse said sentence of expulsion, 
but that (under Rule 10, Trial Code,) the name of Bro. L. H. Hankins be 
stricken from the roll of King Solomon CD No. 44. 

The case of Bro. Harrison Allen is from the same I I and is precisely 
similar to that of Bro. Hankins. 

Your Committee make the same recommendation to the Grand Body. 

The case of Bro. Benjamin F. Simmons of St. Paul 1 1 No. 3, has also 

been investigated, the same having been certified up by the Sec. of said 
I I under Sec. 10, Trial Code. 

Bro. Simmons is charged with grossly immoral and un-Masonic conduct. 
He seems to have had a fair and impartial trial, he was convicted and 
sentenced to be “ expelled from all the rights and privileges of Masonry.” 
He has not seen fit to take an appeal. 

Your Committee are clearly of the opinion that the action of St. Paul 
CD No. 3, in expelling Bro. Simmons should be affirmed by the Grand CD- 

W. H. GRANT, ' 

WM. J. PARSONS, 

' JAS. A. GARVER. 

A. W. BANGS, 

L. W. COLLINS. 

The following report of the Committee on Appeals and Grievan- 
ces, in the case of 0. A. Hadley was presented, and on motion the 
same was not adopted : 

In the case of O. A. Hadley, who made application to be restored to 
the priviliges of Masonry, he having been expelled by the Grand Body at 
its session in 1865. The undersigned respectfully recommend that, said 
application be granted and that said O. A. Hadley, late a member of 
Rochester CD No. 21, be restored by the Grand CD to all the rights and 
privileges of Masonry. 

W. H. GRANT, 

WM. J. PARSONS, 
JAS. A. GARVER, 

L. W. COLLINS, 

A. W. BANGS. 
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The following Majority and' Minority reports were presented in 

the case of appeal of E. A. Hodsdon from Hennepin i i No. 4, on 

a call of |-Fj~l on the adoption of the Minority report, it was not 
adopted, 167 voting nay and 20 voting, aye. On motion the ma- 
jority report was adopted. 

MAJORITY REPORT. 

To the Mr. Wr. the Grand I I of Minnesota : 

The undersigned, members of your Committee upon Appeals and 
Grievances, beg leave to report that said Committee have had under con- 
sideration the case of Bro. E. A. Hodsdon, Hennepin CD No 4, A.-. F.\ & 
A.'. M.-. . 

Bro. Hodsdon appeals to the Grand 1 I from a sentence of expulsion 
pronounced by said Hennepin CD No. 4. 

We recommend that the aforesaid action of Hennepin CD No. 4, be 
affirmed by the Grand r I . 

All of which we respectfully submit. 

•L. W. COLLINS, 

A. W. BANGS. 

JAS. A. GARVER, 

Members of said Committee. 

MINORITY REPORT. 

To the Mr. Wr. the Grand CD of Ar. Fr. and Ar. Mr. of Minnesota: 

The undersigned a minority of jour Committee on Appeals and Griev- 
ances, to which Committee was referred the matter oi the Appeal ot Bro. 
E. A. Hodsdon from the action had and taken in Hennepin CD No. 4, upon 
the “ rehearing " of his case, remanded to that CO from your M.\ W.\ 
Grand I — I. at its last Annual Grand Communication, respectfully beg leave 
to make the following minority report: 

1st. — This is the third successive Grand Annual Communication, oi J'our 
*M.*. W .-. Grand C 3 which has been called upon to take action upon this 
Appeal; the third time, that the undersigned, as members of your stand- 
ing Committee on Appeals and Grievances have had this case and all the 
facts and circumstances attending it under consideration. At the Grand 
Annual Communication of 1871. (see page 27, proceedings of 1871,) the 
undersigned, and the other members of the Committee, united in a report 
that the appellant was on the 3d day of June, A. D. 1864, a member of 
Hennepin CD No. 4, and also a member of this M.\ W.\ Grand 1 
That on that day he was convicted in the District Cout, 4th ^Judicial Dis- 
trict, State of Minnesota, of an offense against the Penal Code of said 
State, the commission whereof would render said brother amenable to 
the disciplinary powers of this M.\ W.'. Grand 1 I : he being at that time, 
and down to the time of his expulsion from Hennepin [DU No. 4, a mem- 
ber of this M.\ W.'. Grand IDD, and entitled to a seat therein as Past 
Grand S.\ W.\ thereof ; that under rule 15 of the Trial Code which is a 
part of the Constitution of this M.\ W... Grand CD, the preferring of 
charges, the trial and finding thereon and the sentence of expulsion pro- 
nounced by said Hennepin CDi and all the proceedings had and taken 
therein in said case, were in direct violation of said rule, and' said Con- 
stitution, an encroachment on the exclusive powers and jurisdiction of 
this M.\ W .-. Grand CD in this and all like cases, and as such were and 
are unconstitutional and void; and recommended, in view of the gravity 
and importance of these questions, the adoption of a resolution reversing 
the whole action of Hennepin CD No. 4, in said case. This recommenda- 
tion of that Committee was not adopted, the vote thereon being ayes 53, 
nays 1 18, and subsequently at the same Grand Communication, the whole 
matter was recommitted to that Committee, (see page 28, proceedings of 
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M.\ W.\ Grand CD, 187 1) and the Committee were empowered (see Reso- 
lution page 37, same proceedings) to take further testimony if they shall 
deem proper in the case, upon notifying the appellant and respondent of 
,[l e R** 0 ? of takin g the same, and to report at the next session of 

the W.\ the Grand | — i . 

The undersigned, without reciting their report made at the last session 
ot your M.\ W.\ Grand CZJ, would most respectfully ask your attention 
thereto; when it will be seen, that the same constitutional question met 
them again at the commencement of their labors; that, desirous of con- 
terming, in all their acts to the constitutional provisions as they then 
existed, and now exist, in relation to this and like cases, and careiul not 
l ° ln ^inge or suffer to be infringed upon any of the perogatives of your 
M.\ W.\ Grand body, or violate any principle of Masonic Taw, they 
rrn lif C ^'r nse 1 .° „ l he hi £ hest Masonic authority then accessible to them 
*“ le "*•*. Y-’- the , and CD being not then in session,) and submitted to the 
M. - . VV the Grand Master ot Masons this question, viz: “Has the M.\ W.\ 
the Grand t — | of Minnesota exclusive original jurisdiction of its own mem- 
bers . and prated an immediate ruling and decision thereon; that said 
question Was referred by the M.-. W/.the Grand Master to the standing Com- 
mittee on Masonic Jurisprudence, then in session, who were his proper 
constitutional advisers and who furnished him with an affirmative reply 
(see G.-, M.\ address for 1872, page 13, proceedings of that year) and that 
thereupon hegave an affirmative response to the Committee, who thereupon 
recommended that a Resolution be passed reversing the said action of 
Hennepin □ No. 4, in said case, and declaring those proceedings null 
and void. This report was laid on the table, and yet lies there, but the 
ruling of the M.\ W.\ the Grand Master of Masons in this jurisdiction, is, 
in the opinion ol the undersigned, yet binding upon your Committee, and 
. u ' e . ' 5 , of the Trial Code yet forms part of the Constitution of Masons 
in this jurisdiction; and to-day, the undersigned, conscientiously believing 
i ls i 1 ®/ “ lc two years ago, that under that Constitution no subordinate 
in Minnesota has jurisdiction to try a member of your M.\ W.\ Grand 
( — | fo r an y alleged violation of Masonic law, are of the opinion that Hen- 
tiepin □ No. 4, could not without a violation of that constitution try the 
Appellant even 'with his consent , on the charges appearing in the 
transcript of the proceedings sent up from that nor on any charges 
whatever, and that the proper place for the trial of an offending perina- 
nent member of your M.\ W.\ Grand d], is in the M.\ W.\ Grand I — I 
itself and not elsewhere. 

3nc V undersigned have as yet only considered the constitutional 

question, but in justice to themselves, and as they verily believe in the full 
and faithful discharge of their duty as members of your Committee, they 
beg to submit, further: That in all cases of Appeal from the action of 
subordinate [§J, where those [Q had jurisdiction, to prefer charges, try 
and convict and punish, tor violations of Masonic Law, and especially and 
particularly in all cases ot expulsion, it is made the duty of your M.\ W.\ 
Grand Body, by and under the provisions of Rule xo, of the Trial Code to 
proceed to examine the case » as presented in the certified transcript , and 
7J*st r equitable and final decision of the matter . Rule 5, of the 
Trial Code, provides that “ an accused brother should be j udged according to 
the evidence and in accordance -with the well recognized and sound principles 
of the common Lav). 

The “ certified transcript ” ol the proceedings had and taken in this 
most remarkable case, consists of ninety-five closely written pages of (legal 
cap) manuscript; the undersigned are unable to say how many more 
Pages would have been added to this large number, if the original case 
which was before them two years ago, had been sent up with the record 
of the “ re-hearing.” That it iorma a part of the record, there can be no 
doubt; and it is equa lly clear that it should’have been returned to the M.\ 
W,\ the Grand l |» But, singular as it may appear to your M,\ W.\ 
Grand Body, it is nevertheless absolutely true, that in alt this vast record, 
neither in the “certified transcript” now in the hands of the Committee, 
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nor in the original transcript sent up two years ago, is there to be found, 
even one particle of evidence of the commission by the Appellant, of the 
olfense with which he stood charged iri Hennepin No. 4 ! The under- 
signed make this startling statement advisedly. The only matter intro- 
duced as evidence, on the part of the Respondent, and in support of the 
charge, is the partial record of the indictment of the Appellant by the 
Grand Jury of Hennepin County for the crime of Fornication; the ver- 
dict of the Petit Jury, before whom he was tried, and the Judgmentof the 
Court upon said verdict, as shown by a certified copy of these partial 
records of the District Court in the case; and this certified copy ot these 
partial records was received in evidence by the Commissioners of Henne- 
pin □□ No, 4, in the face of the written protest of the Appellant, and not- 
withstanding his objections made at the time to their reception. It was 
conceded by the Respondent on the hearing before the undersigned, that 
the conviction in the District Court of Hennepin Conn tv, was had upon 
the testimony of One witness, that that witness was a resident of the city 
of Minneapolis in the month of April, A. L. 5872, during the progress of 
the re-hearing of this case, and procurable bv the Respondent; it was also 
admitted that Appellant urgently requested that said witness might be pro- 
duced and examined before the Committee. It was not pretended that said 
witness was in any wise incompetent to testify orally before them, and face to 
face with the accused ; so that the Appellant could have had the benefit of a 
cross examination, but instead of producing said witness, the Respondent in- 
troduced the certified transcript of a part of the records of the District Court 
of Hennepin County, aforesaid, and there rested. 

There is vet another peculiar feature in the proceedings in the Subordi- 
nate I I . Yhis case was remitted to that I I from your M.\ W.\ Grand 
I I at its last Grand Annual Communication, (see page 45, proceedings 
1872) "with instructions that said Hennepin I 1 A 7 o. 4, give said Hodsdou a 
rehearing if desired by him, in accordance ■with the Trial Code." The un- 
dersigned have hitherto believed and now believe, that the “ re-hearing" 
of a case is simply a new trial upon the original charges, This “certified 
transcript" coming up before your Committee, shows that these proceed- 
ings were not a new trial ot the original charges, but a trial upon additional, 
other and altogether different charges; and that when the Respondent 
discovered that the other, additional and different charges could not be sus- 
tained by evidence or proofs, they were then withdrawn and abandoned. 
In “ Look’s Law and Practice of Masonic Trials,” page 101, this Ride is 
laid down “New Trials proceed unless special order be made to the con- 
trary upon the charges and answer already on file; and begin at the intro- 
duction of the proofs. No Amendment” (much less new, other or 
different charges and specifications) “ can be made of the charges and 
specifications except under the like restrictions as at first; and none to the 
Answer except upon application of the accused, and permission of the 
Worshipful Master.” The undersigned believe with the Craft generally 
throughout the United States, that this is good law, and that strict adher- 
ence to it will greatly subserve the best interests of Masonry. 

The undersigned, unhesitatingly submit, that the certified transcripts of 
the partial records of the District Court of the .|th Judicial District, 
County of Hennepin, and State of Minnesota, introduced and received as 
“evidence” upon said New Trial, of the commission by the Appellant of 
the offense charged against him in Hennepin □ No. 4, were in no sense 
“ evidence ” “ in accordance with the well recognized and sound principles of 
the common law" nor were those documents admissible under any circum- 
stances, as proof of the guilt of the accused, as set forth in the charge 
preferred by the J.\ W,\ of said l~l . In support of this Proposition tne 
undersigned most respectfully invite your attention to the Report of the 
Committee on Appeals and Grievances of your M.\ W.\ Grand □, in 
the case of Reuben Fenderson, page 547, Published Proceedings of M.\ 
W.'. Grand I I of Minnesota. The Committee there say “ that to -war- 
rant a conviction " (for perjury or any other criminal offense) “ there should 
be sufficient testimony before the □ to satis fy it there is no reasonable 
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doubt of the guilt of the accused, there must he a moral -wrong clearly 
proven.” This report wsijr unanimously adopted, and it is eminently 
worthy of note that the present M.\ W.\ Grand Master, and the present 
Chairman of your Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence were members 
of that Committee. 

The undersigned further submit in support of this proposition, that the 
rule at Common Law, with respect to the admissibility of records or tran- 
scripts of Records of Judgments of the Courts, is “ That a verdict shall 
not be used as evidence against a man, where the opposite verdict would 
not have been evidence for him; in other words, the benefit to be derived 
from the verdict must be mutual.” - Vide i, Starkie’s Evidence, page 195. 
Suppose the verdict in this case had been “ not guilty” would that verdict 
have been admissible on the part of the Appellant to prove his innocence 
of the charge of the J.\ W.\ of Hennepin d) No. 4? See also Bacon’s 
Abridgment Title Evidence, Subdivision F. 

Again: “Neither, as it seems, is a verdict for the Plaintiff in a civil 
action, evidence upon an indictment; for although the Defendant has had 
the opportunity to cross-examine the witnesses, and controvert the testi- 
mony of his opponent, .yet it would be Hard that upon a criminal charge 
which concerns his liberty or even his life, he should be bound by any 
default of his.” Vide 1, Starkie’s Evidence, page 197. 

Again : “ But the sentence of a Civil or Ecclesiastical Court, cannot be 

pleaded in bar in a Court of Common Law, to an indictment, nor is such 
sentence evidence on a prosecution for an offense at Common Law, 
or by statute. See 2 McNally’s Evidence page 429, see also Duchess of 
Kingston’s case as reported in 2 Smith L. C., page 424. see also 1 Green- 
leaf’s Evidence, page 574, section 537. 

Having thus shown that these partial exemplification of the records of 
said District Court were inadmissible as evidence at Common LOW, the 
undersigned submit further, that in cases when an exemplification of a 
record might be admitted as evidence, the • rule is most emphatic, that 
the whole record must be produced. See Bacon’s Ab. Vol. 3, page 536, 
and Authorities there cited. 

Finally it is submitted that all Masonic Authority is against the admis- 
sion as evidence of any such records or partial records or documents', such 
admission is contrary to the spirit of Masonry; is diametrically opposed 
to the right of the accused, as guaranteed him in and by Rule 4 of our 
Trial Code; is in contravention of the rule that the “ best evidence which 
the circumstances of the case admil , must always be produced if possible;” 
that the personal attendance of all witnesses should be obtained when 
practicable; and that either depositions or other documentary proofs of 
what witnesses may be personally produced to prove, should never be 
used where it is possible to do otherwise.” See Look’s Masonic Trials, 
P“ge 54 > 55 and 56. 

We most respectfully submit, that the language used by Lord Chiel 
Justice Grey, in delivering the opinion of the Court in the Duchess of 
Kingston’s case, before referred to, with slight modification, is eminently 
applicable in this case : “Masonic Tribunals can alone expound Masonic 
Law and judge of the crime and its proofs; and in doing so, they must 
see with their own eyes, and try by their own rales; and in the discharge 
of this duly they neither seek the aid or intervention of temporal or pro- 
fane tribunals.” 

The undersigned, the minority of your Committee, having thus estab- 
lished in their own minds the deliberate and firm conviction, that the 
records or certified transcript of the proceedings had and taken in Henne- 
pin d] No. 4, and coming here on appeal, show on their face that those 
proceedings were, and are unconstitutional, and therefore null and void ; 
and without even a shadow of proof for their foundation or justification, 
either Masonic or profane, and to the end that the brightest Jewel Jn the 
Masonic Crown may gain additional lustre by the acts of this Most Wor- 
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shipful Grand Body in a new and higher exemplification of the great truth 
that “ Charity thinketh no evil;” and that litigation may cease; and 
peace and harmony prevail, do most sincerely, conscientiously and resfect- 
jully recommend the adoption by your Most Worshipful Grand □ of 
the following resolution : 

Resolved . That the action of Hennepin □ No. 4, in the matter of the 
charges against, trial and conviction of, and the expulsion therefrom, of 
R.‘. W. . Bro. E. A. Hodsdon, be and the same is in all respects declared 
null and void. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

W. H. GRANT, Chairman of Committee. 

WM. J. PARSONS. 

Dated, Hall of. Grand 1 1 . St. Paul, Jan. 15, A. D 1873. 

The Committee to whom was referred the Printing bills and that * 
part of the M.‘. W.\ Grand Master’s address relative to finances, 
made the following report which was adopted. 

To the Ms. Ws. Grand I I of Minnesota .• 

Your Committee would recommend the payments of the several bills, 
if they are in accordance with contracts made. 

The Finance Committee also recommend the adoption of the following 
Resolutions: 

Resolved, That the Grand Secretary be instructed to pay all moneys 
received by him, at once into the hands of the Grand Treasurer, and that 
he draw proper warrants for all disbursements. 

Also that the Grand Secretary be instructed to supply himself with a 
book of Blank Receipts with proper stubs, and give to each delegate, pay- 
ing him money, a proper receipt therefor. This is due to each delegate, 
that he may be able to 6how on his return, what disposal he has made of 
the d] funds placed in his hands. 

They also recommend the adoption of the following : 

Resolved, That the M.\ W.\ Grand Master be requested to appoint 
each year an Auditing Committee of three, and that no disbursement shall 
be made of the funds of the Grand rt until said Committee have ap- 
proved the same. 

F. JOSS, ) 

L. Z. ROGERS, >• Committee. 

E. M. BROUGHTON J 

The Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence presented the following 
ing report which was adopted. 

To the Ms. Ws. Grand r~~l of Minnesota, novo in session : 

Your Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence, to whom was referred the 
Resolution of Bro. J. P. Pond, in regard to rights, duties _and position of 
on funeral processions, have had the same under consideration and 
respectfully report : 

That in the opinion of your Committee, none but Master Masons can 
be interred with the Funeral Honors of Masonry, and then the service is 
subject to certain unalterable restrictions. No Mason can be buried with 
the formalities of the Order, except by his own request to the Master or 
a member of the 1 1 of which he was a member, strangers and higher 

Officers of the Order excepted. 

When a deceased Brother has desired to be so buried, the □ of which 
the deceased was a member, or in case of a stranger, the CZD in whose 
Jurisdiction he is at the time of his decease, shall conduct such ceremonies 
and as such is entitled to the post of honor in the procession which 
Masonically is at the left of the line and nearest the body of the deceased 
Brother. Other |-Ep in the same Jurisdiction take position in the line in 
accordance with tKeir Grand CD timber, the oldest CD immediately pro- 
ceeding the □ conducting the ceremonies. 
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That in the opinion of your Committee a CD of Masons should not 
appear in a funeral procession as an escort, where the funeral services are 
performed by other Societies or Appendant Orders, unless the M.\ M.\ 
Funeral Service is by them performed. 

That a CD conducting a funeral service may invite and permit to join 
in the funeral procession other Societies or Appendant Orders to act as an 
escort, whose position may by the CD conducting the ceremonies be 
assigned. 

That a CD of Masons may not appear as such in public processions 
without first obtaining a dispensation of the M.\ W.\ Grand Master of 
the CD in whose Jurisdiction they are located, except at a Masonic funeral, 
in which latter case in this Jurisdiction is not required. 

That in case a brother Mason has desired to be buried by any other 
, Order, appendant or otherwise, that Order or Society have the right to 
conduct such service, and a I i of Masons have no right to appear thereat 
as such. * 

L. E. THOMPSON, 
JOHN R. JONES, 

C. W. NASH. 

The special Committee on Claim of P.-. G.\ M.\ C. ~W. Nash, 
presented the following report and resolution. Bro. L. E. Thomp- 
son offered a substitute. On vote, the substitute was lost, and the 
report of the special committee, with accompanying resolution, 
was adopted : • 

To the M: . IV.'. the Grand I l of the State of Minnesota: 

The special committee to whom was referred the account of the M.-. W.'. 
Past Grand Master Nash, with instructions to ascertain the amount due 
him from this Grand i i . and report the same for its consideration, would 
respectfully report that they have examined the records oi the Grand CD. 
the vouchers of the R.\ W. - . Grand Treasurer, and called and examined as 
witnesses, M.\ W.\ Grand Master Cooley, Past Grand Master Nash, R.-. 
W.\ Grand Secretary Combs, and R.\ W.\ Past D.\ G.-. M.\ Thompson; 
and as the result of their investigations present the following. 

Bro. Nash was unable to give us an itemized statement of his expenses 
during the time mentioned in his account, or any of them. He only gave 
us his estimate of what those expenses, in his judgment, amounted to, 
averaging the same at $500 per year; nor could we obtain from any source 
the items of such expenses, noranyof them. Your committee were there- 
fore compelled to rely upon what those expenses probably were from the 
best testimony attainable. 

In our judgment the resolution on page 599 Grand CD Proceedings, 
determined the amount due at that time, to wit, Oct. 24, 1867, at $100. 

Bro. Cooley was called by Bro. Nash, as one of his witnesses, and stated 
that in his judgment his expenses during the past year did not exceed $200, 
and that in his judgment the expenses of Bro. Nash for the last 3^ years 
of his official term should not have exceeded the amount per annum of Iris 
(Cooley's) expenses as above. 

Bro. Nash stated that his expenses per year between Oct. 24, 1867 and 
June 1, 1870, were less than they were for the years after Jan. 1, 1870. 

In view of these facte, we are of the opinion that the sum of $200 per 
annum from and after Oct. 24, 1867, would be a just and reasonable sum to 
allow Bro. Nash for expenses. 

In this estimate we do not take into account any compensation for 
serv ices, except, perhaps, the $100 alluded to in the resolution of the Grand 
I I passed Oct. 24, 1867. 

In our judgment such compensation is not comprised within the scope 
of the duties of your committee, unde«lhe action of the Grand CD here- 
tofore taken. ^ 
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We therefore find that the account of P.\ G.\ M.\ Nash with this Grand 
CD, on this basis, stands as follows : 

Amount due Oct. 24, 1867, - - - - - $100 00 

Expenses, as above, for 4^ years, at $200 per annum, 850 00 

Total, - $950 00 

Cr. 

By paid, Jan. 18, 1869, voucher of Treasurer No. 40, $183 00 

By paid, Jan. 20, 1870, voucher of Treasurer No. 3, 31 00 

By paid, Jan. 1872, 26000 

Total, ...... $474 00 

Leaving a balance due him of ... $476 00 

While we have not felt at liberty, for reasons above stated, to enter into 
the question of the value of the services of Bro. Nash, as G.\ M.\, yet, in 
view of extra official services performed by Bro. Nash in 1868 & 9, in the 
matter of the revision of the work in connection with the District Deputies, 
we would recommend that the additional sum of $75 be allowed. 

We therefore recommend the adoption of the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the M.\ W.\ Grand Master be empowered to draw on 
the G.\ T.\ in tavor of Past Grand Master Nash for the sum of $551, in 
full payment of all expenses incurred by him on account of this Grand I — I 
from and after Oct. 24, 1867, and of extra services by him performed there- 
for in connection with the District Deputies, in the revision of the work, 
and the $100 due as per resolution of the Grand £□, passed Oct. 24, 1867. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

W. W. SCOTT, ) 

JAMES N. CASTLE, > Committee. 
E. D. B. PORTER. ) 

bro. l. e. Thompson’s substitute. 

Whereas, Bro. C. W. Nash, Past Grand Master of this M. - . W.\ G.\ 

I I . by resolution at its last Grand Annual Communication, was author- 
ized by this M.\ W.-. Grand to draw upon the Grand Treasurer for all 
expenses by him incurred as Grand Master; and pursuant to such resolu- 
tion the M.\ W.\ Brother did draw upon the Grand Treasurer for the 
sum of $1844, which draft was presented to the Grand Treasurer for pay- 
ment, and by him declined for want of funds ; and having tansferred such 
warrant to Bro. J. P. Pond, for value, who now claims to be the owner 
thereof; and same is still unpaid and now demanded by him. 

Resolved, That the Grand Treasurer be instructed to ,pay out of any 
moneys in his hands not otherwise appropriated, the said draft so held by 
Bro. Pond. 

Bro. E. P. Barnum presented his credentials as the G-.-. Repre- 
sentative of the State of Florida. He was duly received and 
acknowledged as such. 

Bro. O. H. Page offered the following resolution. Adopted : 

Resolved, That the Grand Secretary is hereby authorized to cancel the 
amount found due the Grand by the Committee on the Returns of rEg] 
from Pleasant Grove dl No. 22, upon their showing to his satisfaction 
that the same has been paid in part, the balance an error. 

Bro. Joss offered the following resolution. Adopted : 

Resolved, That the. salary of Grand Secretary be fixed at the sum of 
five hundred dollars for the ensuing year, which shall be in full for all 
services and clerk hire. 
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Resolved, That the G.\ Secretary be requested, previous to his delivery 
to P.\ G.\ M.\ C. W. Nash of the warrant for the amount voted as due 
him from this Grand CD, to take from Bro. Nash a receipt in full for all 
claims against this Grand i — i . 

Bro. Barnum offered the following resolution. Adopted: 

Resolved, That the sum of one hundred dollars be, and the same is 
hereby appropriated to M.\ W.-. Bro. A. T. C. Pierson, on account of 
postage and services in compiling the History of Masons in Minnesota. 

Bro. E. P. Barnum offered the following resolution. Adopted : 

Resolved, That M.\ W.\ Bro. G. B. Cooley, P.\ G.\ M.\ is hereby 
authorized to draw on the Grand Treasurer for the sum of three hundred 
($300) Dollars, for his expenses as G.\ M.-. for the past Masonic year. 

Bro. Joss offered the following resolution. Adopted : 

Resolved, That the sum of fifty dollars is hereby appropriated to Bro. A. 
Richardson, Grand Tiler, for his services in tiling this Grand i — i . 

Bro. W. H. Grant offered the following resolution. Adopted; 

Resolved, That after the present session, and until otherwise ordered, 
no compensation for per diem be allowed or paid to any representative of 
any subordinate i — | or member of this Grand i i . for attending its sessions. 
Adopted : 

fhat th . e thanks of this Grand C 3 be extended to the St. Paul 
fit Pacific and Northern Pacific Railroad Companies for their courtesy in 
furnishing half-fare passes to the representatives to this Grand r~~i . 


1 
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The Committee on Pay Roll submitted the following report, 
which was adopted : 

PAY BOLL GRAND LODGE REPRESENTATIVES. 


Name of Lodge. 


St.Johns 1 

Cataract 2 

9t. Paul 8 

Hennepin 4 

Ancient Landmark 5 

Dacota 7 

RedWing 8 

Faribault 9 

Mantorville. 11 

Mankato 12 

Wapahasa 14 

Monticello 10 

Hokah 17 

Winona 18 

Minneapolis 19 

Caledonia 20 

Rochester 21 

Pleasan t Grove .... 22 

North Star 23 

Wilton 24 

Western Star 20 

Blue Earth Valley 27 

Clearwater 28 

Morning Star 29 

Anoka 80 

King Hiram 81 

Sakatah 82 

Star in the East. .. 88 

Oriental 84 

Mount Moriah 85 

Preston 30 

Mystic Tio 87 

Washington 38 

Fidelity 89 

Camel fan 40 

Hermon 41 

Hope 49 

Harmony 43 

King Solomon 44 

Union 45 

Evcrgrcon 40 

Concord 47 

Social 48 

Rising Snn 49 

Watertown 60 

Acacia 51 

Cannon River 62 

Nicollet... 64 

Zion 66 

Meridian 60 

Blue Earth City. . . 67 

Spring Valley 68 

Temple 59 

Star In the West . . . 00 

Ashler 61 

Star 62 

Illustrious 68 

Chain Lake 64 

Qolden Rule 65 

Madelia 66 

Corinthian 67 

Mystic Star 69 

Forest City 70 

Paynesville 71 

Lansing 72 

Brownsville 78 

Mlnnoiska 74 


m 

's 

a 

£ 

S 

£ 

Mileage. 

Total. 

8 

$9 00 

$2 oo $n oo 

3 

9 00 

B0 

9 50 

8 

9 00 


9 00 

8 

8 00 

80 

9 50 

8 

9 00 


9 00 

8 

8 00 

1 60 

1ft 60 

8 

9 00 

3 80 

12 30 

a 

9 00 

4 80 

13 80 

3 

9 00 

9 60 

18 00 

8 

9 00 


9 00 

8 

8 00 

B 00 

U 60 

8 

9 00 

5 60 

14 60 

3 

9 00 

18 80 

27 80 

8 

9 00 

8 00 

17 OO 

8 

8 00 

BO 

9 60 

8 

9 00 

10 00 

19 00 

3 

9 00 

13 10 

22 10 

8 

9 00 

7 00 

io oo 

8 

U 00 

8 00 

17 00 

3 

9 00 


9 00 


To Whom Paid. 


$57 00 E. A. Folsom. 

110 6o Fred. L. Smith. 

82 50 W. H. Grant. 

158 00 A. A. Ames. 

183 50 B. F. Wright. 

40 50 a O. Ball 
72 00 L. U. Wellman. 

62 00 B. F. Straub. 

85 00 W. W. Ely, 

68 60 Win. J. Parsons. 

65 00 Win. M. Green. 

28 00 H. Kries. 

54 50 L. T. Lyons. 

87 00 I. B. Cummlnga. 

129 50 John II. Noble. 

26 60 Not represented. 

90 50 Chas. Shandrcw. 

86 60 O. H. Page. 

51 60 L. W. Collins. 

20 50 Geo. H. Woodbury. 

37 50 Not represented. 

82 50 C H. Hutchins. 

22 00 Not. represented. 

27 60 G. W. Boylngton. 

68 00 H. W. Sterling. 

20 00 B. H. Rose. 

26 50 Geo. A. Blair 
59 00 J. W. Morford. 

34 50 Geo. W. D. Kensiee. 

85 50 A. H. Truax. 

72 50 II. R. WellB. 

Not represented. 

84 00 Jna. A. Qarver. 

Not represented. 

69 60 W. W. Scott. 

49 50 Thos. P. Kellett. 

87 50 G. K. Gilbert. 

Not represented. 

86 00 N. S. Pond. 

61 00 Robt. Travis. 

16 00 Represented by No. 49. 

17 00 W. H. Hall. 

86 00 F. A. Noble. 

48 00 N. H. Swift. 

47 00 Ernest Hamlin. 

25 50 J. A. McClusky. 

29 00 Isaac Pope. 

48 50 Thos. Downs. 

18 50 J. H. McCourt. 

69 00 J. It. Jones. 

28 00 EL P. Young. 

88 00 J. Q. Farmer. 

21 00 W. W. Pendergast. 

86 00 Ira M. Carpenter. 

19 00 Jas. S. Niles. 

40 00 N. Warner. 

53 00 E. S. Case. 

23 50 J. A. Armstrong. 

21 00 R. H. Sanderson. 

20 00 W. R. Marvin. 

40 00 L. P. Dodge. 

80 50 Niles Carpenter. 

10 60 0. E. Cutts. 

16 00 Not represented. 

16 50 Not represented. 

11 50 Check Bent lodge. 

9 50 L. R. Brooks. 
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PAY ROI.L GRAND LODGE CONTINUED. 


Nam i: or Lodge. 


a 

a 

•i 

§ 

#1140 

20 40 

11 10 

20 10 

8 00 

17 00 



To Whom Paid. 


86 00 C. A. Roy. 

26 OOIM.M. Clark. 

22 60 E. M. Broughton. 

8 50|L.R. Hall. 

69 00 E. M. Bloomer. 

16 00 J. H. Grant. 

28 60 Not represented. 

18 00 N. C. Rickerson. 

80 60 A. L. Porter. 

24 60 H. A. Correy. 

13 00 Not represented. 

26 £0 James Oliver. 

41 00 Not represented. 

32 60 Not represented. 

41 00 J. C. Braden. 

14 00 Alex. Fiddis. 

■ Not rep. and no returns 

23 00 Not represented. 

39 60 W. H. Fletcher. 

29 00 Not represented. 

28 Of) Wm. M. Cleeland. 

12 00 

26 00 
6 00 

17 00 
13 00 
16 00 


Grand Total 


1104 40 8609 60 



Grove B. Cooley. G.\ M.\. 

C. Griswold, D.\ G.\ M.\.. 
J.|N. Castle, B.\ G.\ W.*, 
E. P. Barnnm, J.\ G.\ W.*. 

Geo. L. Otis, G.\ T.* 

W. 8. Combs, G.\ 0/ 

D. M. Baldwin, S.\ G.\ D.‘ 
J. L. Powers, J. 4 . G.\ D.\, 

L. Z. Rogers, Q.\ M.* 

T. O. Shapleigh, G.\P.\,. 
O. W. Waldo, G.\ L.*. 8.*.. 
B.P. Cheney, G.\J.\ S.*.. 
A. Richardson, G.\ T.\... 
H.N. Smith, G.\ St. 

H. A. Corey, G/. St.B.\.. 




| 

i 

Total. 


To Whom Paid. 


$9 50 G. B. Cooley. 

10 66 Chas. Grlawcld. 

11 00 Tamos N. Castle. 

21 40 E. P. Barnum. 

9 00 Geo. L. Otis. 

9 00 W. 8. Combs. 

J* 30 Dwight M. Baldwin. 

10 60 J. L. Powers. 

17 00 L. Z. Rogers. 

14 60 T. C. Shaplolgb. 

20 60 Orrin W. Waldo. 

16 80 B. P. Cheney. 

Included in appr’pri’tn. 
14 60 H. N. Smith. V 
Represented Lodge. 


' 001 68 40 176 40 
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PAT BOLL PAST GRAND OFFICERS. 


Names. 

tfi 

o 

o 

Per Diem. 

Mileage. 

Total. 

To Whom Paid. 

A. E. AmcB. P.\ G.\ M. - 

1 

HP 

£0 50 

*3 50 

A. E. Ames. 

A. T. C. Pierson, P.\ G.\ M/ 

3 

9 00 

9 00 

A. T. C. Pierson. 

C. W. Nash, P.\ G.\ M.- 

3 

9 00 


9 00 

E. P. Barnum for C. W. 

A. Goodrich, P.\ D,-. G.-. M.' 

3 

9 00 


9 00 A. Goodrich. [Nash. 

D. B. Loomis, P.\ D.\ G.\ M.' 

3 

9 00 

2 10 

11 00|D. B. Loomis. 

L. E. Thompson, P.\ D.\ G.\ M.- 

3 

9 00 

60 

9 50 iL. E. Thompson. 

S. E. Adams P.\ G.\ S.\ W.- 

3 

9 00 

6 60 

14 60 Sam. E. Adams. 

8.B. Merrill, P.-. G.\ S.\ W.- 

E. D. B. Porter, P.\ G.\ S.\ W.- 

3 

9 00 

4 60 

13 00, S. R. Merrill. 

1 

3 00 


3 00 E. D. B. Porter. 

Wm. Lee, P.\ Q.\ J.\ W.‘. 

3 

9 00 

1 60 

10 00 Wm. Lee. 

A. C. Smith, P.\ G.\ J.\ W.‘ 

Fred. Joss, P.\ G.\ J.-.W.' 

3 

9 00 

7 40 

16 -iO'A.’C.lSmith. 

3 

9 00 

3 80 

12 30 F. Joss. 

J. W. Morford, P.\ G.‘. J.-. W 

Total 


96 00 

25 50 

j Represented lodge. 

121 50 1 


COMMITTEE ON RETURNS OF & 



& 

s 




Names. 

o 

O 

g 1 

*3 

To Whom Paid. 


o 

u 

B 

P-s 

a 

a 

& 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON RETURNS OF pf— j~l 


No. 

Names. 

Amount Dues! 
Reported by 
Lodges on 1 
Returns ” 73 . 

Ain’t fo’nd by 
Com. on Re- 
turns as due 
G.\ L.\ on 
Returns ’ 73 . 

I .*♦£ 

• OJ rj'O 
fh eg r w *«r 

c! 

4 > P 

a oPr P 

flcod 

g*8 S s 

Amount due 
Sub. Lodges 
as found by 
om’tt’e last 
year, unpaid. 

Total amount 
due G.\ L.\ 
by Su bord. 
Lodges, 1878 . 

Amount due 
Sub. Lodges 
overpaid. 

I 

St. John’s 

$57 00 
no 50 

$61 oc 

$5 5 C 


$9.50 


2 

Cataract 



3 

St. Paul.. 

82 5c 
158 oc 

183 50 





4 

Hennepin 

158 00 

183 50 





5 

7 

Ancient Landmark 
Dacota 





8 

Red Wing 

72 00 




4.OO 


9 

Faribault 

62 OO 




ri 

Mantorville 

35 00 





12 

Mankato 

68 00 
55 00 
28 OO 




• 5 ° 

14 

Wapahasa 

55 00 
28 00 




16 

Monticello 





17 

18 

Hokah 





Winona 

87 00 
129 50 
26 50 

87 OO 





19 

20 

21 

MinneapoSs. 





Caledonia,*. .< , , ^ .. 
Rochester.. 

25 50 

90 50 
37 00 
49 50 
20 50 




I .OO 

22 

23 

24 

Pleasant Grove. 

North Star 

36 50 
5 1 5 ° 
20 50 
32 50 
32 5 ° 

32.00 


32.50 

2.00 

Wilton 




26 

Western Star 





3 

Blue Earth Valley. 
Clear Water. 

32 5 ° 



17-5° 

17-50 


29 

30 

31 

3 » 

33 

34 

35 

Morning Star, . . . 
Anoka 

27 50 

63 00 

39 00 

6.00 



King Hiram 



58.00 


Sakatah. 

Star in the East. . . 
Oriental 

26 50 
59 00 

26 50 
56 50 



2.50 

3-50 

Mount Moriah. . . . 

35 50 
72 5 ° 





36 

37 

Preston 






Mystic Tie 






38 

Washington 







39 

40 

4 1 

42 

43 

44 

4 f 

46 

47 

Fidelity'. 


64 50 
57 co 

48 50 



64.50 

27.50 


Cornelian 

Hermon 

Hope ! 

Harmony 

59 50 
49 50; 
37 5 °l 



2.50 
I. OO 

King Solomon. . . .. 
Union 

86 00 
51 00 
16 00 

85 50 



.50 
I. OO 

Evergreen 

16 OO 




Concord 





48 

Social 

36 OO 

43 00 
47 00 

36 50 

46 OO 

47 00 



• 5 ° 

,-S° 

10.00 

49 

50 

Rising Sun 

13.00 


Watertown 



51 

52 

54 

55 

56 

12 

59 

Acacia 





Cannon River 

Nicollet 

29 00 
48 5 ° 
18 50 
69 50 
23 00 
33 00 

21 OO 

29 OO 
48 50 
18 so 
69 OO 

21 5 ° 
38 OO 

22 OO 





Zion 





Meridian 



■50 

1.50 

5.00 

1. 00 


Hue Earth City. . . 

Spring Valley 

Pemple 
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EEPOET OF THE COMMITTEE ON RETURNS OF pi — 1 1 — CONTINUED. 


No. 

Names. 

Amount Dues 
Reported by 
Lodges on 
Returns 73. 

>> i O . 

Os"-:® 
i 0 " J g 

r" B g ,-S 

o'lss 

hr 

0 

■ o -g-©©| 

q ,J §15 q 

a %»dfc 

2 -O’" 
8 

"3 

© m 
q S' 

»§ .a 
|»s 

60 

61 

Star in the West. . 
Ashlar 

36 oc 

36 OC 
19 OC 
42 oc 





62 

Star 




2.0c 


64 

Illustrious 

53 00 
2 3 5° 




Chain Lake 

23 5 C 

21 oc 





6S 

Golden Rule 





66 

Medelia 

20 OO 

•50 


I.OC 


67 

Corinthian 




69 

Mystic Star 

3° 50 
10 jt> 

30 50 

10 JO 
10 JO 
IJ 00 

10 JO 

9 50 

35 00 
29 00 
22 JO 

11 JO 





70 

Forest City 

5-oo 


J.oc 


71 

Paynesville 


I. OO 

72 

Lansing 

16 50 
ii 50 




73 

Brownsville 




1. jo 

74 

Minneiska 




I. OO 

75 

Eureka 






76 

loppa 

26 00 



3.00 


77 

Tuscan 



•50 

78 

79 

Mystic Circle 

Palestine 

8 jo 
59 00 



3-oo 

80 

Henderson 

16 00 
28 JO 
13 00 

30 50 

24 JO 





81 

Constellation 

28 JO 





82 

Howard 





83 

Huram a Bi 






84 

Orient 






85 

High Forest 




I. OO 


86 

Tyrian 

26 JO 

26 JO 




87 

Doric 





88 

Yellowstone 

32 50 

41 OO 
14 OO 






89 

90 

Golden Fleece. . . . 
Good Faith 

41 Of) 
14 00 

13 50 

23 00 





91 

Antiquity 



3.00 


92 

93 

Fraternal 

Unity 

23 00 




94 

Keystone 


39 5 ° 





95 

: 

Sherburne 

2 § OO 

12 OO 
26 OO 

6 00 
17 OO 

13 OO 

1 5 00 

8888888 





Libanus . . . ,U.\ D.\ 
Horner Stone ‘ 
Prudence... . “ 

Charity « 

Sunset « 

Aurora “ 

•Vaternity... “ 
Shilo .... « 

2.00 


2.00 
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P.-. G.-. M.'. Cooley then proceeded to install the following G.-. 
i — i officers : 

M.\ W.\ CHAS, GRISWOLD, G.\ M.-. 

R.\ W.\ JAS. N. CASTLE, D.\ G.\ M.-. 

R.-. W.\ EDGAR NASH, G.-. S.\ W.\ 

R.-. W.\ I. B. CUMMINGS, G.\ J.\ W.\ * 

R.-. W.\ GEO. L. OTIS, G.\ T.\ 

M.\ W.\ GROVE B. COOLEY, G.\ Orator. 

M.\ W.\ GEO. W. PRESCOTT, G.\ Chaplain. 

W.\ N. S. POND, G.\ M.\ 

W.\ L. T. LYON, G.‘. Swd. B.\ 

W.-. J. A. McCLUSKEY, G.-. Std. B.-. 

W.-. JOHN H. NOBLE, G.\ S/. D.-. 

W.-. L. R. BROOKS, G.\ Jr.-. D.-. 

W.-. E. W. DURANT, G.-. P.-. 

W.-. E. M. BROUGHTON, G.\ S.-. S.\ 

W.-. W. W. ELY, G.\ J.-. S.-. 

W.-. A, RICHARDSON, G.-. Tiler. 

E.-. W.-.E. D. B. Porter not being present, on account of sick- 
ness, it was voted to request Ancient Landmark □ No. 5, to install 
him as Grand Secretary. 

The Grand Master made the following appointments : 

GBAND VISITOB AND LECTURER. 

W.-. C. N. Daniels, of Faribault. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 

M.-. W A. T. C. Pierson, St. Paul, Chairman. 

R.-. W.-.. J. W! Morford, Owatonna. 

R.-. W.-. S. R. Merrill, Lake City. 

AUDITING COMMITTEE. 

R.-. Wr. E. D. B. Porter, St. Paul. 

R.-. W.-. Geo. L. Otis, St. Paul. v 

R.-. W.\ ¥m. S. Combs, St. Paul. 

No further business appearing, after prayer by the G.-. M.-., the 
Grand □ was closed in ample form. 

CHAS. GRISWOLD, Grand Master. 

Attest : 

E. D. B. Porter, Grand Secretary. 
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SUMMARY GRAND SECRETARY’S ACCOUNTS. 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance in hands of (jrand Secretary, as per Report of Committee 

on Grand Secretary’s Accounts, page 16 $47 78 

From Subordinate ;f=p, dues 1873, page 38 3609 50 

For Charters of eight [§ 1 , each $25 200 00 


$3857 28 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Paid A. T. C. Pierson, per order G.‘. M.\ G. B. Cooley, 

for Report on Foreign Correspondence $300 00 

Paid A. T. C. Pierson on Historiographer of Grand I I . 

as per resolution page 36 100 00 

Paid G. B. Cooley expenses as Grand Master, as per 

resolution, page 36 300 00 

Paid A. Richardson services as Grand Tiler, as per res- 
olution, page 36 50 00 

Paid Pioneer Company printing Proceedings 1872, as 

per bill, page 17 , 533 7° 

Paid H. P. Hall printing P.\ G.\ M.\ C. W. Nash’s 

Address, 1872, page 17 60 00 

Paid Tribune Company printing G.\ M.\ G. B. Cooley’s 

Address, page 17 9 00 

Paid Pay Roll Grand CH Officers and Representatives 

page 39 1442 10 

Paid Rent Grand Secretary’s Office 250 00 

3°44 So 

Balance in G.\ S.-. hands. 812 48 

Erratum , Page 23 — Balance in hands of G.'. S.\ 47.78 
instead of 67.78. t 

Note — As none of the railroads acknowledged . the return certificates 
except the St. Paul & Pacific in part, the full mileage was paid the various 
representatives, as per pay roll. 



■ 
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FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 


To the M.'. W.\ Grand I I of Minnesota : 

In presenting the Report on Foreign Correspondence, your Com- 
mittee cannot refrain from congratulating the Craft upon the har- 
mony and prosperity permeating the institution as demonstrated 
by the proceedings of the different Grand pEEp , with whom we are 
in correspondence. 

With the exception of the Quebec matter, which is still unsettled ; 
in none, nor between none of the Grand pEEp from Maine to Cali- 
fornia, from British Columbia to Florida, has any question affecting 
the equanimity of the jurisdiction been raised. 

Since our last report we have received the proceedings of two 
new claimants for recognition among the sisterhood of Grand 
rEp , — British Columbia and Utah. The circumstances under which 
they were organized will be found in this report. We recommend 
that the right hand of fellowship be extended to each ; resolutions 
will be submitted. . 

There are forty-seven recognized Grand pEEp in North America, 
have been established in Dakota, Wyoming, New Mexico, 
Alaska and Manitoba, but from their surroundings it will be a long 
time before a Grand CD can be formed in either. In Mexico, Ma- 
sonry, like its politics, is in a chaotic condition. 

If the difficulties in the jurisdiction of the Grand i — i of Canada 
should result in the recognition of the “Grand CD of Quebec,” the 
whole number will be forty-eight, with five or -six in the 
prospective. 

Bach of the Grand rEp publishes an annual abstract of. its pro- 
ceedings ; the pamphlets varying from twenty to five hundred pages 
each. Most of the Grand pEEp have a Committee on Foreign Cor- 
respondence whose duty it is to report upon all the proceedings 
received. 
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In examining the proceedings, one is forcibly reminded of the old 
adage, “many men of many minds,” as all manner of questions are 
found and as many phases of the same question as the wit of man 
can resolye. 


Unfortunately the proportion of reading, thinking Masons, to the 
whole number who take part in the business of a Grand □ is 
small. Often, very often, Grand [jEp would assume very awkward 
positions but for the Committees on Foreign Correspondence. 

Even as it is, we occasionally find Grand Bodies adopting meas- 
ures at one session that they are obliged to repeal at the next. 
Each of the Committees notes the various propositions presented 
to the several Grand [§], examines, compares and comments on 
them, each of the reporters is criticised by the others, thus com- 
pelling study and reflection before recording an opinion, and the 

result is that Committees on Foreign Correspondence have become 
a necessity. 


In preparing this report we have had, as heretofore, an eye single 
to the craft m Minnesota, selecting such decisions as we conceived 
might be useful or interesting, commenting where we deemed it 
pertinent and presenting such extracts as appeared to us would 
help to educate the Masonic mind. 


We present a list of the Grand [§] and’the time of meeting 
whose proceedings we have received ; 


Alabama, December,.,. 1871 

Arkansas, November,. . 1871 

British Columbia,. . December,... 1871 

Connecticut, May, 1872 

California, October,. . . . 1871 

Colorado September,. .1871 

Canada July 1871 

Delaware, June, 1872 

Dist. of Columbia, ..Nov., 1871 

Florida, February, . ... 1872 

Georgia, October,. . . .1871 

Indiana, May, 1871 

Illinois, October,-. ....1871 

7 June, 1872 

Kentucky, October 1871 

Kansas, October, 1871 

Louisiana February,. . . 1872 

Ma>ne May, 1872 

Maryland, November,.. 1871 

Michigan, January, .... 1872 

Missouri,- October, 1872 


Mississippi, ...... .January 1872 

Montana, October,. . . , 1871 

New Hampshire,. .May, 1871 

New Jersey,. January 1872 

North Carolina December,. . 1871 

Nebraska, June 1872 

Nevada, September,. 1871 

New Brunswick,. ..September, . 1872 

Nova Scotia June, 1872 

Oregon, June 1S72 

Pennsylvania December,... 1871 

Rhode Island, May, 1871 

South Carolina,.. .December, ..1871 

Tennessee November, . .1871 

^ exas i June, 1872 

Utah, January, 1872 

Vermont, June, 1871 

Virginia, December,. . 1871 

Wisconsin, June, 1872 

Washington, September,. 187 life- 

West Virginia, . . . .November, ...1871 * 


We hoped that this year we should receive the proceedings of 
all the American Grand £§], but have been disappointed, those of 
Idaho, Massachusetts, New York and Ohio failed to reach us. 
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Following the usual custom of noticing alphabetically, we com- 
mence with 

ALABAMA. 

The Fifty-first Annual Communication of the Grand CD of Ala- 
bama was held at Montgomery, December 4th, 1871. 

Two hundred and sixteen pEEp represented. 

Three hundred and seventy-four on the roll. 

Eleven dispensations for new pt— 1 1 were issued during the year. 

The Deputy Grand Master presided. 

The Grand Master, M.\ W. - . Wm. P. Chilton, elected Decem- 
ber, 1869 and again in 1870, died on the 20th day of Januarv, 1871. 

A CD of Sorrow in his memory was held at Montgomery. 

We find that we were mistaken in supposing that the Archives 
of our Grand CD contained the constitutions of the Grand Cl of 
Alabama, as we find the following in the Grand Master’s address. 

“ In answer to two questions propounded to me as the Grand Master of 
Alabama, by the Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence of the Grand CD 
of Minnesota, to wit: 

ist. ‘ After a candidate has been duly elected to receive the degrees, 
can he be estopped by the objection of a member of the lodge, made either 
in open pci, or privately to the Worshipful Master, no reason being given 
by the objecting member ?’ I replied, No. 

2d. ‘Has a subordinate CD the right to prefer charges and try a member 
who. is also a member of the Grand l — l : or has the Grand CD exclusive 
original jurisdiction ?’ I replied that, in Alabama, a subordinate CD i ,as 
the right to try any member except its Master; and quoted Sec. 25, Art. VI, 
of the constitution of the Grand CD-” 

From the decisions reported to the Grand Cl by the Grand 
Master, we select : 

ist. Held that a Cl has no right to refuse to entertain charges against 
one of its members, preferred by a member of another CD-” 

Of dimits he says : 

“ That a dimit is simply the severance of C] membership, and is com- 
plete when the brother has paid his indebtedness to the CD» and the CD 
has by resolution consented to such severance. The act of the [C] severs 
the membership, not the issuing of the certificate by the secretary.” 

And quotes from “ Mackey’s Jurisprudence ” as follows : 

“ Of course there is no Masonic duty more explicitly laid down in the 
Ancient Constitutions, than that which requires every Mason to be a 
member of some □ ; but I can not deny to any man the right of with- 
drawing, whenever he pleases, from a voluntary association. The laws of 
the land would not sustain the Masonic authorities in the enforcement of 
6uch a regulation, and our own self-respect, if there were no other motive, 
should prevent us from attempting it. 

“ Freemasonry is, in all respects, a voluntary association, and as no one 
is expected or permitted to enter its folds unless it be ‘ of his own free will 
and accord,’ so no one should continue in it except by the exercise of the 
same voluntary disposition. 

“ There is no law in the Ancient Constitutions, or in the old Regulations, 
which forbids the granting of dimits to individual Masons, yet the whole 
spirit of the institution is against such a system. The holding of mem- 
bership in a □ is an absolute duty, but one -which cannot be enforced. If a 
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M , a . s< ? n f ^! olates *[> aI1 tha [ can be done is to visit him with the penalties 
which fall upon the unaffiliated Mason.” 1 

7- ‘That 'ten white families within a mile, and enough Masons within 
two miles to constitute a t ] ,’ do not constitute a town.” 

22. "That the widow of a man not a Mason, notwithstanding hei first 
husband was a Mason, cannot claim the protection and charity of the fra- 

tect'/on’and^h'arity 16 cblldren °£ tbo first ma rriage are entitled to its pro- 

"f!' at , an unfffijiated Mason, however worthy, is not entitled to, and 
should not be buried with Masonic honors. 

2 4- “A man who is near-sighted may be made a Mason.” 

r,;™:; IwTvto Ma , s ?" bas a ri s ht t0 a certificate in the nature of a 

dun it from the E3 in which he was initiated and passed; and that not- 
withstanding he may have been rejected for the third degree, he is a F. C. 
in good standing until charges are preferred against him.— See Edict 17, t>. 

Masonic Code And, furthermore, he has the right to petition 
, ' l P the CZl > n "ij£ h he was passed, and to whose jurisdiction he 
belongs, for a certificated above stated, and the □ is bound to grant it, 
? r P refer charges against him. The sanctity of the ballot is not involved 
in the matter at all. 

An Entered Apprentice has the same rights. 

The following from the Report on Masonic Jurisprudence, was 
concurred in by the Grand 1 — i . 

ballot 1S bad > it is not improper for members of the [— ] to dis- 

u; S „ic- L l - araC er ,f nd T ial, ficntions of a candidate for Masonry, but such 
discussion is not allowable after the ballot. J 

1 n . ot uama sonic for a Mason to plead the statute of limitations in 
any case in which it is allowed to be pleaded by the law of the State; but 

the ability 8 todo f so ” MaSOn l ° refuse to his just debts when he has 

In accordance with the recommendation of the Grand Master the 
following was adopted : 

Resolved by the Grand □ of Alabama, That the edict of the Grand 
^P., c ° I P alne . d “ ‘.he resolution passed at the annual communication 
to wit , rand C= - m l86 9> m relation to dimits, in the words following, 

Resolved, That the subordinate rEp shall hereafter grant no dimits 
unless the member asking a dimit is about to remove without the juris- 
diction of this Grand CH, or for the purpose of forming a new | — 1. or 

j dhnit ^rmnted r -.F?n : and / h f sab °rdinate (gl are directed to insert in each 
dnmt granted, at the end of the form of a dimit as published in the Ma- 

F°ree When be affib ' a tes with any other □ of ancient 

Fiee and Accepted Masons, and notice of such affiliation given to this 
1 h . 

“Be, and the same is } hereby repealed.” 

A move in the right direction. 

The following resolutions were submitted and referred to the 
Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence : 

That a h i^r habit ‘ iadu *g ed in b r some jg], of allowing the 
friends of a deceased Mason, who at the time of his death stood suspended 

\Zr °f t Hes ' , t0 VP bis arrearages for the purpose of allow- 

b^strtetfy prohaited”"^' 8 * re P rehen8ibla . aad the same is here- 

T i iat non-afliliated Masons who shall pay the annual dues 
£ W o° SC l urlsd, ction they reside; shall be furnished with a cer- 
tificate by the Secretary of the □ in which said dues were paid; Which 
certificate shall entitle the holder thereof to all the rights and privileges 
of Masonry, except □ membership.” F s 
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An excellent report on Foreign Correspondence was presented 
by Bro. R. F. Knott, in which the proceedings of forty-four Grand 
|-EEp are carefully reviewed. 

He quotes approvingly from the address of P.-. G.--. M.\ Nash 
and the report of the Grand Lecturer. 

M. - . W.-. Joseph H. Johnson was elected Grand Master and 
R. 1 . "WE - . Daniel £|ayre, re-elected Grand Secretary. 

ARKANSAS. 

The Thirty-third Annual Communication of the Grand □ of 
Arkansas, was held at Little Rock, November 6th, 1871. 

One hundred and twenty-nine pEEp represented. 

Two hundred and fifty-three on the roll. 

Eighteen dispensations for new pEEp issued during the year. 

From the excellent address of the Grand Master, we select : 

“As a people, we have been signally blest, in the year that has just 
closed. While other nations have been afflicted with war, and the inva- 
sion of hostile armies, and internecine strife of the most bloody and cruel 
character, peace has been ours. While famine, with gaunt, hungry mien, 
has stalked through other lands, and claimed his victims by thousands, 
until the mother has sold her child for food, and the grave has answered 
the requisition of the hungry, and the corpse of the starved has become 
the food of the starving, plenty has crowned our boards. While the pesti- 
lence that 1 walks in darkness, and wasteth at noonday,’ has poisoned the 
breath of cities and nations elsewhere, God has given us pure air and 
joyous life. While the fire-fiend has melted cities to ashes elsewhere, our 
homes are spared. We have been blessed with a most bountiful harvest, 
giving promise for the future. Amid such surroundings, there can be no 
occasion so appropriate in which to review our Masonic life, recall those 
duties and obligations which, as Masons, we owe to God and to each 
other. We too often forget the moral duties of Masonry. It is easy for 
any one with a tolerably retentive memory, and moderate application, to 
learn the esotoric work, and we then call him a bright Mason, and often 
tolerate him in our rEp , when he lives in open violation of many, sometimes 
all, the moral teachings of the Order. He that teaches temperance as 
one of the cardinal virtues of our Order to the initiate, too often, himself, 
ends the day in drunkenness and reveling. Sometimes, he that teaches 
him that he shall never use the name of Deity but with that reverence 
which is due from a creature to his Creator, himself violates his own pre- 
cepts, and produces upon the mind of the initiate the idea that Masonic 
morals are a thing to be talked about, for the sake of giving Masters of 
rEp , and Lecturers, something to sayj Masonic writers a subject upon 
which to write nice things, but that it is not of the slightest moment 
whether the lessons are practiced or not. So long as Masonry will tol- 
erate the profane swearer, the drunkard and the libertine in her [El un- 
scourged, so long will the world, which we call prolane, as distinguished 
from our sacred initiates, have a right to call us hypocrites, and say we 
profess one thing, and practice another; and with how much greater force 
does the world utter its judgments if we select the swearer, the drunkard, 
or the libertine to rule, because he is a bright Mason? The standard of 
Masonic morality must be elevated in Arkansas, and we must become 
more earnest workers in the world, or we deserve to be regarded as a 
merely negative institution, without any positive qualities or sentiments, 
and in this aggressive age we will sink.” 
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Another extract : 


• “ We are not true when we carelessly, or from ill-feeling, even to our 
enemy, leave an impression ol him, that is not correct or true, upon the 
minds of those who hear us. When we hear a brother slandered and mis- 
represented and sit in silence, or ourselves lend force to impressions made 
by others, by a smile, a laugh or a wink, a twinkle of the eye, a nod of the 
head, or any other silent mark of approval; we are not true, when we sit 
by and hear the truth told of a brother, only in part, when the whole truth 
would produce another impression, and put another phase on the affair.” 

From In's decisions we select : 


“ i. I decided that a man, whose right knee was so stiff that he could 
not bend it, could not be initiated. 

5- . A brother, against whom charges are pending, dies before trial 
Held, m accordance with the decision of this Grand □, heretofore ren- 
,arall f have the same Masonic rights that the family of any 
other Masoh has. Every man is presumed to be innocent until his guilt 
is legally established, and death abates the charges, so that guilt could 
never be legally established. & 

7. A hat a Master hus a right to postpone the balloting for initiation 
after. a favorable report, for reasons known to himself, with or without 
consent of the r~T, being amenable only to the Grand Master or Grand 
I I for abuse of discretion, if any. 

“S. That an might close at a regular meeting to a day certain, for 
the purpose of finishing unfinished business and such meeting for that 
purpose would be a regular meeting, but at such second meeting the 1 — 1 
should not reconsider what had been done at the first meeting, unless the 
motion was then made and laid over, because members might be absent at 
second meeting who had regarded the question as settled at the first.” 

In the 8, the Committee recommended the insertion of the words 
“ continuation of the ' before the word 1 ‘ tegular ” in the third line, 
thus amended the decision was sustained by the Grand i — i . 

, , “ ?°- That a member of a [— ] should not say that he did not cast a 
black-ball; because, each member would have the same right, and thereby 
the secresy of the ballot would be invaded, and that it was unmasonic for 
any Mason to declare openly that he would black-ball any and all Tews 
who applied to his □, and that, to do so persistently, was a Masonic of- 
fense. I hold, that no man should be proscribed for his religion, provided 
he believes in God, and the immortality of the soul, and if a brother so 
far forgets himself as to vote against, a man, not on account of himself 
biit because he is a Jew, a Methodist, a Baptist, or a Presbyterian, or any 
other religion, and is imprudent enough so to declare, should be at least 
severely reprimanded, if not expelled. 

. “ I2 - That the family of a wilfully non-affiliated Mason had no Masonic 
rights or status. 

. “J5- I was informed that certain non-affiliated Masons claimed rights 
*" the Blue □, because they were affiliated in the chapter. I instructed 
the Master of the to treat them as non-affiliates, if they were not 
members of some regular □ ; that the Blue C3 could know nothing 
about their connection with the chapter or other orders, and could do 
nothing in reference to such connection. 

“17. I decided that for a Mason to plead the statute of limitation 
against a debt due .another Mason, was not a Masonic offense, and for the 
same reason, I decided.that it was not a Masonic offense for one Mason to 
sue another without bringing the matter before the □. Because, at the 
threshold of Masonry, we tell the initiate that it is not to interfere with his 
rights, privileges or opinions, civil, political or religious.” 

We append the report of the Committee on the last above : 

“ In decision No. 17, the Mr. W.\ Graad Master annnounces as general 
propositions of Masonic law, that it is not a Masonic offense for a Mason 
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to plead the statute of limitations against a debt due another Mason ; and 
that it is not a Masonic offense for one Mason to sue another, without 
bringing the matter before the These propositions are based on the 
general rule, correctly stated by the M.\ W.\ Grand Master, that Masonry 
does not deprive a man of the privilege of availing himself of any legal 
rigid, or legal remedy, secured to him by the civil law. And hence, as 
general propositions of Masonic law, the Committee concur in them. But 
there may be instances in which it would be immoral and unmasonic, 
though lawful, for a Mason to plead the statute of limitation against a debt 
due his brother. For example: Where a Mason is justly indebted to 
another, and begs for, and obtains indulgence, on faith in promises to pay, 
until the period of limitation runs out. il would be immoral and unmasonic 
to falsify his promises, and avail himself of the naked legal bar. 

So we think that a Mason should not go to law with his brother, until 
he is satisfied by the failure of milder and more fraternal means, that his 
brother will not render to him that which he claims to be justly due, with- 
out a resort to legal coercion.” 

As Masons, we are continually flattering ourselves, and it may 
not be amiss to occasionally look at the other side of the picture. 
We present a gl.mpse from the other side, selected from the oration 
of the venerable Bro. Grey, before the Grand d] of Arkansas. 
Not that we endorse it, in its entirety, and yet we are fain to 
acknowledge that there is more- than one gram of truth in his 
utterances : 

“ Masonry, to which we give the interests and energies of this occasion, 
is, like old ‘tXncle Ned, 1 quite an ancient, and, tor ought toe know, like 
him also, an African institution, but so are many other founts of learning 
and civilization, and those laugh ignorantly who liken our claims to an- 
tiquity, to those of the youngster who declared he was present at the flood 
and waded through.” 

“ Experience has shown us that no shipwrecked wretch, drifting the 
seas upon a hen-coop, ever asks of the craft bearing down upon his lone- 
liness, ‘who,’ nor ‘what,’ nor ‘how.’ But keeping up the figure of the 
ship— we do know what workmen wrought its ribs of steel, what deft hands 
laid in the twist of halliard and shroud and how long her blue bunting has 
floated in the sky. During her long career, sometimes sailing bravely, 
and sometimes drifting where, from time to time, the skies became lower- 
ing and all her surroundings seemed dark and unfriendly, many things 
have cropped out among her passengers as strangely and unexpectedly as 
a granite stratum upon a sunny hillside ; and worldly pride and splendor, 
aud love of ease, have ever been the lichens to fasten themselves to her 
oaken wales, while the passengers on board other and unfriendly crafts 
mockingly sneer and shake their heads, Let them sneer, for they have 
just cause, and it shall not be my task to attempt the defense of our weak- 
nesses. We know only too well, there are dangers threatening us, but 
these dangers are to be looked tor among ourselves. Let us look there for 
the ' cowans ' and a very limited and superficial search will discover that 
many among us, although fiauntingly displaying our jewels and regalia, 
still are no more rooted and grounded in the true principles of Masonry, 
than is the moss into the face of the rocky cliff. And these are called 
Masons— who never have felt, and though they may live a thousand years, 
never will or can feel one single throb of generous and genuine benevo- 
lence. What do they care about the glory of the Order, or rejoice at the 
blessings it has brought to mankind 1 

“ They are both blind and dumb, and, in truth, they are without either 
of the five senses, whether considered mentally, physically or morally. 
And yet they are Masons, and we, as Masons, are held justly responsible 
for their meanness, their cursing and swearing, their foul language and 
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contemptible drunkenness, their miserly, scrimped and dwarfed souls- 
their evil speaking and slanders; their deceitfulness and dishonesty, and 
for other principles that would disgrace a wild Comanch much less a civil- 
ized white man, and, withal, a Mason. What! we held responsible for all 
this? Yes, and we ought to be held responsible. And why? Because we 
admit those among us, and bid them practice charity , who are notoriously 
miserly in providing for their fahiilies and in all their dealings with men; 
we admit the morose and quarrelsome, and expect of them good will and 
fraternity ; we let in malicious slanderers and boast of our added strength ; 
we reach out our hands to those whom we know to be grinding the face of 
the poor without mercy, and ask them to admit that these poor, over whom 
thfev tyrannize, are in the 1 lodge-room ’ their superiors ; we open our doors 
to deceitfulness and dishonesty and trust the operation will change them to 
the beautiful forms of sincerity and integrity. My brethren, we alone are 
responsible for the faults of our institution, and for their existence we alone 
should be censured. We should be censured for permitting our boundaries 
to broaden till the distance hides the limp and imperfect knock, with which 
a neophyte approaches the gates of our temple.” 

A report on Foreign Correspondence — and a very comprehensive 
one, was presented by Bro. B. S. Johnson. 

Hie proceedings of thirty-seven Grand [+•] I are ably reviewed. 

In our last report we quoted a resolution adopted by the Grand 
mi of Michigan, — requiring as a condition to restoration of one 
suspended for non-payment of dues, that the Bro. must, not only 
pay the amount due when he was suspended, but also the amount 
that had accrued during his suspension; remarking, “ This strikes us 
as rather queer, Michigan stands alone in this proposition.” 

To which Bro. Johnson says : 

“ C3h no, brethren! not alone now / The G.\ M.\ (which means ‘good 
man ) of Alabama has taken the Michigan view of the case, and see our 
review ot Alabama where we have added the endorsement of OUR opinion 
to the Alabama decision, and that settles the question. So not alone now 
brethren, not ntnu I" 

'We re-produce what he says of this question in his review of 
Alabama : 

“ There is no reason why a member should be permitted, by refusing to 
pay his dues, to cast the burden of the support of the Q upon the shoul- 
ders of those who continue their membership during his withdrawal, and 
then escape all such inconvenience by merely paying up the amount he 
owed at the time of the suspension. No good Mason would of course do 
this way; but in the construction of laws no loophole of escape should be 
left, even though they be framed for men too honorable to avail themselves 
of any advantages which they offer.” 

Further on speaking of the decisions of the Grand Master of 
Alabama, he says ; 

lt —some of which we would notice at some length, but for two reasons, 
to wit: want of space and because we are not in Masonic law and usage 
what Blackstone was to the common or Justinian to the civil law. We 
therefore permit the Grand Master escape the keen edge of our further 
objection.” 

It appears to us manifest injustice to make one pay for that 
which he has not had, — make him pay for □ privileges after you 
had deprived him of them ! dont see it. 

M.-. W.- . Sam. W. Williams, Grand Master and 

R.'. W.-. Luke E. Barber, Grand Secretary, were each re elected. 
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BRITISH COLUMBIA. 

We have a copy of the “ Proceedings of, the Convention to or- 
ganize, and the First Grand Communication of the M.-. W. - . Grand 
1 l of A. F. and A. M. of British Columbia." 

There were nine f-fEp in the Territory, four holding under the 
English and five under the Scottish Jurisdiction.. 

The two Provincial Deputy Grand Masters per agreement sub- 
mitted the question of an independent organization to the votes of 
the members of the pEEp , stipulating that :f two-thirds voted in 
favor they would consent to such formation. The result was forty- 
two affirmative, twenty five negative and four blanks in the English 
1~EP and one hundred and fifty-two affirmative and three negative 
votes in the Scottish pEEp , showing two hundred and twenty-six 
Masons residing in that far-off and almost unknown country. 

Representatives from three pEEp hailing under the English and the 
five under the Scoltish Jurisdiction met in convention at Victoria, 
October 21st, 1871 and organized a Grand i — i . 

M.-. W.-. J. W. Powell, Provincial Grand Master under the 
Scottish Registry, was elected Grand Master. 

“ R.‘. W.-. Robert Burnaby, District Grand Master under Eng- 
land,” was, by resolution, “ constituted a permanent member of 
this Grand □ with the title, rank, and dignity of Past Grand 
Master.” 

The First Annual Communication was held at Victoria, Decem- 
ber 26, 1871. 

“V.-. W.-.” H. F. Heisterman was appointed Grand Secretary. 

•We welcome this Grand I — i into the Sisterhood. 

CONNECTICUT. 

The Eighty-fourth Annual Communication of the Grand □ of 
Connecticut was held at Hartford, May 8th, 1872. 

One hundred and four pt~~| I represented. 

One hundred and twelve on the roll. 

Two dispensations for new pEEp were issued during the year. 

They know how to do things in Connecticut, witness the follow- 
ing from the address of the Grand Master : 

“One of the most agreeable, and I may add novel, Masonic gatherings 
1 ^er had the pleasure of witnessing, took place at Nathan’s Hall, Bir- 
mingham, J une 17th. The occasion was a special communication of 
King Hiram |_ 1 , No. 12, held in the afternoon, for the purpose of receiv- 
1! }§ a visit from the older brethren, who are prevented from attending its 
stated communications on account of advanced years, bodily infirmities, 
or remote residence; and who consequently had not witnessed any Masonic 
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work for many years. Invitations were sent out to all these old veterans, 
tai and near, and to the Grand Officers. The hall had been appropriately 
fitte d up and decorated for the accasion, and, at the appointed time, the 
CD was opened in due form, when the third degree was conferred. About 
three hundred were present, a large proportion being older brethren, who* 
have passed u high twelve ” of life. Many of these came ten or fifteen, 
and some more than twenty miles, to participate in this grand reuion. 

And then names twenty-two brethren whose united ago was 1622' 
years the oldest ninety-one and the youngest sixty one years of 
age, — regret that we could not have been there. 

The Grand Master reports having made two 11 gentlemen Masons 
at sight,” as the parties had procured the regular consent of the 
proper authority therefor,” viz : St. Johns CD, New York —three 
meetings were held, four days intervening between the Initiation 
and Passing j and u about two hundred brethren ” present at the 
latter ceremony, — we don't exactly see where the making of “ Ma- 
sons at sight'' comes in. We would regard the matter as simply 
an exemplification of the work by the Grand Master. 

Over three thousand five hundred dollars was contributed by the 
[~Ep in Connecticut for the relief of the sufferers by the fires in 
Chicago, Michigan and Wisconsin. 

Transactions of local interest. 

R-'- W.-. Jos. K. Wheeler presented a very good report on For- 
eign Correspondence, reviewing the proceedings of forty-two Grand 
pEp, those of Minnesota had not been received. 

M. - . W. - . Luke A. Lockwood was elected Grand Master and 

R.-. W.-. J. K. Wheeler re-elected Grand Secretary. 

CALIFORNIA . 

The Twenty-second Annual Communication of the Grand CD of 
California was held at San Francisco, October 10th, 1871. 

One hundred and fifty-seven pEp represented. 

Two hundred and nine on the roll. 

Nine Dispensations for new pE=p issued during the year. 

The address of the Grand Master is one of the best that has 
come under our notice. We cannot forbear a lengthy extract : 

“The year has not been one of general prosperity to this common- 
wealth, as empty granaries, idle hands, diminished incomes, and unusual 
calls for charity, have too often testified ; and I do not propose to mock 
your intelligence, nor my own sense of truth and propriety, by the asser- 
tion of abundant harvests and ample rewards for honest industry. What 
causes, other than natural ones. — -what mistaken notions of statesmanship 
and political economy — what false theories of government, ot commercial 
intercourse, of taxation, of private right and public policy, have contributed 
to bring upon our noble State, so boundless in resources and so blessed 
with all the elements of material greatness, this general paralysis under 
which we are to-day staggering, are questions fit only to be considered in 
another forum. 
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"I do not propose to enter upon a discussion which, however rationally 
conducted, might seem to partake of a political and purtizan character, 
with which Masonry could have no possible part or lot. But with those 
■other questions so interwoven with these — with the corrupt and evil influ- 
ences and motives whicli have induced tnese mistaken theories of govern- 
ment, of public policv, and political economy. Masonry has everything to 
'do; and I do not propose to be frightened from a calm and dispassionate 
criticism of public affairs, nor from pointing out to you the public duties 
of Masons in a period of general moral infection, ’by the mistaken cry 
that I should thereby encroach upon the arena of politics. Masonry owes 
an allegiance to the State, to its Government, and to society at large; and 
Masons have public, ns well as private, duties to perform. A moral lep- 
rosy seems to steal periodically upon nations and communities. There 
are seasons when the whole social fabric and body politic are epten and 
gangrened with corruption — when high official position is prostituted to 
the basest purposes, and the most sacred of pnblic duties are betrayed and 
violated with open and shameless effrontery — when licentiousness, un- 
blushing, walks the highways unrebuked at noontide — when honesty in 
public and private life ceases to be regarded as a virtue, and betrayals of 
trust become so common that men no longer give them a passing consid- 
eration, but regard them rather as the Lobe expected and legitimate events 
of the day. Public servants are bought and sold, and the betrayed cease 
to cry out against it. Miserable theories of free love and domestic infidel- 
ity are openly practiced, and the actors in the wretched drama are wel- 
comed and courted with all the blandishments of the best society. Public 
revenues are misappropriated by the custodians thereof; and the courts of 
the land refuse to punish the criminals. The worst of vices are fostered 
and encouraged by those who should be the zealous guardians of public 
morals, and examples destructive of all correct principles are furnished 
by those whose social and official position gives them a fearful influence 
for evil. Gambling has been galvanized into respectability by official 
patronage, and we have witnessed the distressing spectacle of the State 
herself inviting her own citizens to perdition, by casting around that 
worst, because most insinuating of vices, the glamour of legislative and 
judicial protection. Through all your borders, the evil contagion of that 
one pernicious example has rwept" like a devouring flame, until lotteries, 
raffles, and the whole shameless brood of chance entertainments, have 
stifled the moral sentiment of the people, and stimulated that restless, 
feverish passion for sudden wealth which is the destroyer of all patient 
application and solid prosperity. To what depth society’ has descended — 
how far gambling has been made respectable by this public endorsement 
and the tolerance of communities, Masons will readily comprehend when 
they are informed that a Masonic Q, even, has asked'the Grand Master as 
to the propriety of discharging its liabilities through the medium of a gilt 
concert. I need not repeat to you the answer made to this application, 
for the spirit of Masonry would permit but one. But the mere fact that 
advice on such a subject should have been sought from such a source, is 
painfully suggestive of moral and social depression. Better that all the 
libraries on earth should have perished, than society have suflered the 
moral evil which that example has wrought! Yet’thus will it ever be 
when correct principles are departed from for mere expediency. 

“We have indeed fallen on troublous times; and in the midst of this 
general decay of all that is good and commendable, Freemasonry has a 
public mission to perform. Never has there been presented so grand an 
opportunity for the display of your power, and never lias the vigorous ex- 
ercise of that penver been more needed than at present. You should be 
conservators of public as well as private morals — of political integrity as 
well as personal fidelity. Let every Mason, mindful of his individual 
responsibilities and true to the Divine teachings of the ancient craft, wage 
eternal war on vice and wrong wherever found, and in whatever guise 
they present themselves. 

“With the new-fangled dogmas of loose morality, Masonry must have 
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no intercourse or sympathy; but in the midst oi these growing evils— 
this threatened triumph of vice and immorality— it should stand like the 
beacon-light on some tall cliff or jutting headland, unshaken and un- 
scathed in the midst of, yet above and beyond the war of elements, whose 
golden sheen shall catch the first glance of the imperiled wanderer, to 
light him in peace and safety home. 

In this age of Masonic display, the following remarks of the 
Grand Master are apropos : 

“I have been several times asked for instructions how to proceed, and 
what position to assign to other societies, when they desire to participate, 
as societies, in funerals conducted by Masonic d — 1 l - Societies have so mul- 
tiplied within the last few years, and so many Masons have united with 
some of them, that these cases are becoming of frequent occurrence, and 
there is serious danger of collision and unpleasant ruptures of social rela- 
tions unless the matter is managed with the utmost delicacy and forbear- 
ance. To these inquiries, however, I could make but one reply. The 
Masonic funeral service is complete in itself, and permits no interruption 
or interpolation. Until the Grand I I shall take some action, other socie- 
ties, on such occasions, must be treated as citizens simply, without any 
recognition of their distinctive character as organizations. When we 
bury a brother Masonically we must take the precedence, complete our 
ceremonies, and retire: nothing more — nothing less." 

Preston, who first reduced to writing the law relative to the 
right of Masonic burial, says : 

“No Mason can be interred with the formalities of the Order, unless it 
be at his own special request, communicated to the Master of the r~n of 
which he died a member; foreigners and sojourners excepted, nor unless 
he has been advanced to the Third Degree of Masonry, from which re- 
striction there can be no exception. Fellow-Crafts or Apprentices are not 
entitled to the funeral obsequies.” 

Many Masters appear to think that it is obligitory upon them to 
convene their i — i upon the death of a brother — particularly if the 
deceased had occupied a prominent position in life, without refer- 
ence to the law quoted above. 

Wo have known application for affiliation to be made within 
twenty-four hours of decease, in behalf of one who had for years 
resided in the immediate vicinity of a □, but had never visited, 
and was not even known as a Mason to half a' dozen brethren. 
The application was accepted and the brother buried with all the 
formalities of the Order, special pains being taken to make the 
whole surroundings as imposing as possible. 

W e have known one who had been for years a contributing 
member of the who before his death expressed an earnest de- 
sire to be buried by his brethren, and yet scarcely a dozen attended 
his funeral I 

The one was wealthy and prominent in society, the other was a 
poor mechanic ; but of course their relative positions in life had no 
influence upon the action of the members of the i~i 1 1 
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We have known a dH to te convened by its Master and join in 
funeral procession, and the brother buried with the ceremonies of 
another organization. 

The rule promulgated by Preston has been by common consent, 
modified to the extent of admitting and acting upon the request of 
the family, on the presumption that the}'' know the wishes of the 
deceased brother. 

We deduce, 1st. That the Master has no right to convene his 
I l to attend the funeral of a brother, unless he was a member of 
his □, and then only in response to a request made by the de- 
ceased or his family, except in case of '‘stranger or sojourner". It 
is pertinent, however, for two or more pEEp to unite in the cere- 
monies. 

2d. That if a brother had expressed a desire to be buried by 
ceremonies other than those of the Blue ED, it ought not to be con- 
vened. Masons, as such, can participate in no ceremonies but their 
own, and none is known to the Master Mason but those of the 
Blue i — i . 

3d. The Blue ED, or rather a ED of Master Masons, is the old- 
est organization in existence, and is entitled to, and must talce preced- 
ence of all others in funeral processions. The position is immediately 
in front of the body, and should not be departed from under any 
circumstances. 

We most heartily concur with the remarks of the Grand Master. 

On requiring a fee for affiliation he very pertinently says : 

“ I again renew the recommendation made by my immediate predeces- 
sor, and repeated by me last year, that the affiliation fee be abolished in 
toto. So long as you require Masons to become members of some ED and 
punish them for non-affiliation, it is wrong in principle to tax them for be- 
coming members. ” 

On balloting for degrees, the Grand Master expresses the views 
that we have always held, and which we believe to have been the 
original law, as it was the practice, until a comparative recent date . 
He says : 

“ I also renew the recommendation that the rule of one ballot for the 
three degrees be made obligatory on all the [Ep. By separate ballots you 
reserve to any member of the EH the power to arrest the progress of 
a candidate at any stage of advancement. This may be done, and we 
know sometimes is done, from the most unworthy and un-Masonic mo- 
tives, through caprice, jealousy, or personal ill-feeling. I repeat what I 
said on this subject last year — that, alter initiation, the candidate has some 
rights as a Mason, and it is unjust, wrong and cruel, to leave him exposed 
to this species of Masonic assassination. After initiation he should be 
stopped only for cause, and the sufficiency of that cause should be deter- 
'mined by the l l . and not by some one factious or capricious member. ” 
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Bro.-. John M. Browne, Grand Orator, delivered a beautiful ad- 
dress. 

The reports of the Committee of Grievances exhibit Masonic 
learning and great, patience ; we should like to submit a brief of 
several of the cases, but time and space, &c. 

The report on Foreign Correspondence, reviewing the proceed- 
ings of Forty-three Grand Lodges, was again presented by Bro. 
Wm. H. Hill ; suffice to say of it, that it fully sustains the reputa- 
tion of his former reports. Minnesota is favorably and fraternally 
noticed. 

M.-. W.-. Leonidas E. Pratt, Grand Master, and 

B. 1 . W .’. Alex. G. Abell, Grand Secretary, were each re-elected. 


COLOEADO. 

The Eleventh Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of 
Colorado was held at Denver, September 26th, 1871. 

Fourteen Lodges represented. 

Nineteen on the roll — though but fifteen are at work -within the 
jurisdiction. 

Two dispensations for new pEEp were issued during the year. 

The Grand Master gave a brief address, reviewing the introduc- 
tion of Freemasonry in the Jurisdiction and the formation of the 
Grand i — i . 

The proceedings were of local interest. 

No Beport on Foreign Correspondence. 

M.-. W.-. Henry M. Teller, Grand Master, and 

B.-. W.-. Edward C. Parmerlee, Grand Secretary, were each 
re-elected. 


CANADA. 

The Sixteenth Annual Communication of the Grand CH of 
Canada was held at Ottawa, July 12th. 1871. 

One hundred and eighty-nine lodges represented. 

Two hundred and thirty-eight on the roll. 

Eighteen dispensationsjfor new pEEp issued during the year. 

We quote from the address of the Grand Master, relative to the 
Quebec question : 

“ Brethren, I have not time left to advert to many other subjects which 
I, perhaps, ought to have brought under your notice; but, before closing, 
I consider it advisable to direct your attention to the position at present 
occupied by this Grand i i . At the outset, I may state candidly that 
notwithstanding all that has transpired, I see no reason whatever to 
change, or even modify, the views I formerly expressed as to the strict 
legality of that position. I maintain still that the Grand □ ot Canada,, 
legally established and universally recognized as having lawful jurisdiction 
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over this territory for a period of fifteen years, cannot be deprived of that 
jurisdiction on account of any political division o( territory bv any Gov- 
ernment of Legislature whatsoever, nor can she be superseded therein by 
any other Masonic authority, unless bv her own act, or under her own 
sanction or consent. Neither on the score of expediency can any solid 
argument be adduced, for there exists no vnlid reason why the brethren 
throughout this jurisdiction should not continue to work together in har- 
mony and peace in the future, as they were wont to do in the past. In- 
deed, the feeling gains strength on every fresh examination of the subject, 
that it would be infinitely better for the brethren of both Provinces to re- 
main united; for most assuredly it is true, that 'In unity there is 
strength.” 

“ But the fact exists that in one portion of our jurisdiction a number 0 
rgi and brethren refuse to recognize our authority or to acknowledge our 
sway, and the organization which they have set rip there has been eagerly 
embraced and officially recognized by some of the Grand |tEji in the 
United States, whilst professing great friendship and regard for the Grand 
I I of Canada; although others — and amongst them some of the most 
influential — have withheld recognition and continue to support our posi- 
tion. Nor should we ignore the fact that there exists within our own 
body a number of active and energetic sympathizers with the movement 
in question, who lose no opportunity of forwarding the interests of the 
seceding Brethren, and who seem -willing tago any length to accomplish 
their object, even though that should be obtainable only at the great cost 
of the destruction ot their own mother Grand This being the state 

of affairs the question arises — What remedy- can be found for such an un- 
desirable condition of things ? There exists no Masonic High Court of 
Appeal, or other competent tribunal, before which matters of this nature 
could be adjudged and determined, according to the strict principles of 
Masonic law and equity, where even-handed justice would be meted out 
to every suitor, and the rights of all protected and preserved. Were it 
so, our path were plain, our duty clear. But in the absence of such pro- 
vision it devolves upon you, Brethren of the Grand t l of Canada, to de- 
termine whether it be necessary to adopt any measures whatever, and if 
so, what these measures shall be. You, Brethren, have by far the deepest 
interest at stake in this matter, and you must yourselves be guided by 
your own convictions of duty, utterly regardless of what others may 
think or say. Very many Brethren no doubt prefer to remain as we are, 
trusting to time and the good offices of Brethren concerned, to heal, at no 
distant day, the breaches which have been made in our ranks. Others, 
again, prefer the idea — the promulgation of which gave rise to all this dif- 
ficulty — of the formation of a Grand [23 for the Dominion, with Provin- 
cial Grand [El in each of the Provinces. A third class see the feasibility 
of continuing the Grand EH of Canada, with its present jurisdiction, and 
establishing three or four Provincial or District Grand rEp for local pur- 
poses. A fourth class favor the idea of referring the whole question to 
arbitration, on principles somewhat similar to the recent International 
Joint High Commission. While a filth class advocate the adoption of a 
measure whereby permission might be granted by this Grand El to the 
rE I in the Province of Quebec to form a Grand i l for that Province; to 
tEe jEp in Ontario, to form a Grand El for Ontario; the Grand E3 °I 
Canada consenting to withdraw jurisdiction from both Provinces, cede her 
territory to these new [Ep, distribute equitably her funds and property to 
these, her successors, cancel her warrants and cease to exist! In which of 
these alternatives lies the best solution of the problem, it is not for me to 
say. There are no doubt difficulties to be overcome in the attempt to 
carry any one of them into practical operation. 

“ Candor compels me to say, that, personally, I would greatly prefer the 
first, and were it not for the elements at work in our midst, I see no rea- 
son to doubt of its success in due time. The second calls to our mind the 
vast success of this Dominion, extending from the Atlantic to the Pacific 
ocean, and presents the practical difficulty of the existence of other Grand 
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[HP w >thin its bounds, whose consent to such fill arrangement it might be 
impossible to obtain. The third, feasible enough, if the Brethren con- 
cerned were desirous of acting in harmony, but there lies the whole diffi- 
culty. The fourth seems fair and honorable, but whether it would be ac- 
cepted by the Brethren who have seceded from us yet remains to be seen. 
The fifth plan, ir a separation must take place, find if a Grand n can 
dissolve itself, is undoubtedly a Masonic method of separation and dissolu- 
tion without involving either the idea of revolt or secession. Whatever 
course you see fit to adobt will doubtless form a precedent for- future 
guidance.” 

The “Board of General Purposes” presented the following reso- 
lutions : 


“ i. That the Grand Q desires to re-assert the principles of Masonic 
Law, adopted at the Special Communication held in the city of Montreal 
in Dec emb er, in 1869, and subsequently re-affirmed by unanimous vote of 
Grand CD] at the last Annual Communication, held in the citv ol Toronto 
as to the ‘ extent of its jurisdiction,’ comprising the Provinces of Ontario 
and Quebec. 

“2. That whilst it has seen no reason to alter its views thus formally 
pronounced, this Grand CZlj regrets the continuance of the difficulties 
which have arisen in the Province of Quebec, and that no approach has 
been made to a restoration of -Masonic harmony in that Province, ns Grand 
CD had reason to hope would have taken place. 

" 3- That an unanimous desire on the part of fpl in Quebec to have that 
Province set apart as a separate Masonic territory, would at all tunes have 
been and will be favorably entertained by Grand | — |. 

“4. That Grand CD most earnestly desired the removal of all difficulties 
amongst Masons in the Province of Quebec, and with that view resolves 
that a committee be uppointed by Grand CD to confer with a commitiee 
of the [Lp of Quebec, which have , ceased to work under the authority of 
Grand i_J, with a view to the restoration of Masonic harmony in that 
Province. J 

“ 5. That the suspensions by edict of the Masters of rEp and Masons in 
that Province, subsequently confirmed by Grand 1 — 1 . be removed. 

6. That the committee so appointed shall, with all convenient speed 
report the result of their conference to the Grand Master, and that he be 
requested to take immediate action upon such report.” 

For which the following subsitute was adopted : 

“ Resolved, That all words in the said report after the word ‘ adoption ' 
be struck out, and the following words substituted for them : * That this 
Grand CU> while re-affirming its former opinion expressed at the Montreal 
and Toronto meetings, December, 1S69, and July, 1S70, as to the illegality 
of the organization of the Grand Cd of Quebec, and although no valid 
reason has ever existed for the disruption of this Grand Cdin the manner 
attempted by the said socalled Grand Cd of Quebec, but being desirous of 
re-establishing peace and good will and harmony amongst all the Masons 
of Canada, and of preventing further trouble and complications, and being 
now of opinion that these objects can best be attained by the existence of 
a Grand CD of Quebec properly organized, with the unanimous assent, if 
possible, and good feeling of all the Masons in that Province; while at the 
same time the duties and obligations of this Grand CDI toward the said 
loyal Masons should not be disregarded. This Grand □ will give up and 
cede all the territory which it has occupied since 1855,™ that part of Can- 
ada now constituting the Province of Quebec, making all just and financial 
settlements, remove all suspensions, and do all such things as may become 
necessary, so soon as this Grand \ \ receives notice that a settlement or 

compromise, mutually satisfactory, shall have been effected between the 
Masons residing in the Province of Quebec, who have been and are now 
loyal and faithful to this Grand CD on one side, and the members of the' 
so-called Grand CD of Quebec on the other, in such manner as they may 
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decide amongst themselves, whilst acting in a true Masonic spirit; and 
this Grand □□ will not, for the present, take any further step or action of 
any kind whatever concerning the said so-called Grand l l of Quebec.’ 
And the said report so amended be adopted.” 

Which indicates a disposition on the part of the Grand CD to 
harmonise. 

It has been claimed, 1st, that [H — 1 1 in Canada made Masons of 
colored men, and 2d, that the workings of the colored organizations 
were recognized — that visitation was permitted, all of which must 
be a mistake as demonstrated by the following : 

“ A letter from Mr. E. C. Cooper, Secretary of a |yp at Chatham, and 
also a petition from Mr. J. J. Moore and others belonging to a I I at To- 
ronto, both said to be holding wai rants from the Grand l~~l of the State of 
New York (colored), desiring to surrender the same and affiliate with the 
Grandly] of Canada, having been submitted to the Board of General Pur- 
poses for consideration, R.\ W.\ Bro. J. K. Kerr, on behalf of the board, 
read the following report thereon 

REPORT. 

“ The Board of General Purposes, to whom the M.\ W.\ the Grand 
Master referred the communication of E. C. Cooper, of Chatham, dated 
24th May, 1871, and the petition of J. J. Moore, William Harrison, and 
others, beg leave to report : — 

‘‘ That the R.\ W.\ the Grand Secretary be instructed to acknowledge 
the receipt of the letter and petition above referred to, and to state in re- 
ply thereto that the Grand CZ] of Canada is in communication and friendly 
intercourse with the M.\ W.\ the honorable fraternity of Ancient, Free, 
and Accepted Masons of the M.\ W.\ Grand I I ot the State of New 
York, and cannot recognize any other body claiming to be a Grand [ZZ3 
within the jurisdiction of that Grand |ZZ3, or any body assuming to derive 
its authority from any such unrecognized body. 

“That any application for admission to our privileges or jurisdiction by 
those referred to in the said letter or in the said petition, must be made by 
the personal application of each candidate to a regular 1 1 . in accordance 

with the course pointed out in our constitution." 

Bro. E. Mitchell presented the report on Foreign Correspondence 
noticing the proceedings of thirty-five Grand pEp, Minnesota in- 
cluded. Under the head of Illinois, we notice the following com- 
ments in reference to a decision of Grand Master Reynolds : 

“ ‘A brother wishing to visit a£ZZl must first satisfy himself of its legal- 
ity, by inspection of the charter and the usual test; the Master of the 
I — 1 must then require proof, in the usual way, that the brother is a just 
and upright Mason.’ 

“With all due deference, we think this is putting the ‘cart before the 
horse.’ If a visitor is not satisfied that you are all right, he can keep 
away; he has been neither summoned or sent for, and you have first to 
require proof, in the usual way, that he is a just and upright MaBon. 
Practically, the rule, if adopted, would work thus: The alarm is sound- 
ed at the door, cause ascertained — the answer is — A man at the door 
wants to inspect your charter, and apply the tests so as to ascestain if this 
is a regular nzi ! Surely this is enough to show the error in the de- 
cision! 

On which Connecticut says : 

“ And we say, that after the charter has been produced for inspection by 
the visitor, that, in ninety-nine cases out of a hundred, he is ignorant of 
the legality of the I l . in consequence of such inspection. We have re- 
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peatedly tested this fact with those over-scrupulous brethren, who would 
not proceed to an examination until they had examined the charter by 
presenting them the charter ot some other body for inspection, which has 
always been perfectly satisfactory to them; and why should it not be' 
lor how can any one judge of the correctness of the signatures or seal 
yeanr’, Charter ’ Wh ‘ Ch may hava been in existen ce for fifty ora hundred 

We remember on one occasion, over twenty years since, when 


presenting ourselves to visit a □ in Philadelphia we thought to 
test this notion that we had just heard off, and asked to see their 
charter ; the committee indignantly demanded if we supposed the 
CZ1 to be clandestine? and if so why we proposed to visit? that 
their charter belonged in the a and without its presence no work 
could be done. Intimating that it was impudent in us to ask of 
them to show it there, but in the □ it could be seen and examined; 
we caved. 


M,- 

R.- 


W •. James Seymour was elected Grand Master, 
W.-. T. Bird Harris re-elected Grand Secretary. 


DELAWARE. 

The Sixty-sixth Annual Communication of the Grand □ of 
Delaware was held at Wilmington, June 27th, 1872. 

Seventeen pEEp represented. 

Twenty-six on the roll. 

One dispensation for a new □ issued during the year. 

The committee to which the Grand Masters address was referred, 
reported ; 

'~; anc * that the Most Worshipful Grand Master receives the thanks of 

® rand f C rP., for the same > at the Bama time we regret that we cannot 
approve of all the suggestions made therein. 

“ lst ; We cannot endorse the recommendation, that the Masters of sub- 
ordinate (fcp recommend their members to procure a Grand i — i Diploma 
standin^ °^ lnlons Bucb 11 Diploma would be no evidence of future good 

no/ntM, 1 ? ot a fT ee with the suggestion of the Grand Master to ap- 
add to^e hSmony beHeving the Same wouId not 

The Grand □ sustained the report. On a third proposition the 
minority of the committee— its Chairman reported : 

m ° s t respectfully dissent from the recommendation 

subnr imnil , Mastere Address, that this Grand a instruct its 

subordinate [EjJ to hold no communication with Alpha r— — j. No. 116 of 
New Jersey, with whom we are in Masonic communication; we cannot re- 
luse to any of its members, who have been regularly made under its iuris- 
dmtion m accordance with Masonic Law, an admission into any of our 
worthy”!' should in due manner demand such admission and be found 

The Grand □ adopted the suggestion of the Grand Master and 
forbid Masonic intercourse with Alpha No. 116, of New 
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We present in brief the reasons assigned by the Grand Master. 
During the session of the Grand □ of New Jersey in 1871: 

“ A petition was received from nine Master Masons in good standing 
‘ for a warrant to establish a l I in the city of Newark, New Jersey, to be 
known as Alpha r~l .’ The petition was referred to. the committee on Dis- 
pensation and Warrants. Before the committee reported it was rumored 
that if the above petitioners were successful in obtaining a warrant, 1 it 
was their intention to make Masons of negroes.’ They (the petitioners) 
positively and unequivocally denied the assertions, the warrant was 
granted.” 

And in due time the officers were instituted and installed. 

“At the second regular communication pf Alpha l I . there were thirteen 
candidates proposed, one white and twelve negro men." 

A petition was then presented to the Grand Master by brethren 
of other [i — 1 1, asking him to withdraw the warrant of Alpha I I 
upon the ground that the warrant was obtained through “ deceit and 
misrepresentation ," — the warrant was withdrawn. The Grand CZ at 
its next session (1872) sustained the action of the Grand Mastsr, 
and then restored the warrant. 

“ At its first communication held after the return of the warrant, nine 
colored men were elected, and two initiated, and the I I has continued to 
confer the degrees upon such candidates as have been elected.” 

Delaware appears to be in a state of effervescence on the “ negro 
question.” 

One is very apt to surmize that the action of Delaware was 
prompted by the fact that Alpha □ had made Masons of two 
negroes ! 

In doing so Alpha [ZD was? acting within the pale of Masonic con- 
stitution, and while so doing the Grand □ itself had no authority 
for discipline. 

The question of taste or smell appears to trouble the Grand Mas- 
ter of Delaware ; of the policy of making Masons of negroes, that 
is for each □ or each individual brother in the □ to decide for 
himself. 

Because a man has been regularly made it does not follow that he 
must be admitted to any □ where he knocks for visitation. The 
dogma is well established, that “ I object ” from a member — without 
reasons assigned, is sufficient to prevent the admission of any 
visitor. 

Fighting this question, — as of others is the very way to make it 
popular, and bring about the very evil — if evil it is, which the 
Grand CD of Delaware by — in our opinion, unwise legislation, see^s 
to prevent. 
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We agree with the Grand □ of Delaware in the following : 

“Resolved, That at each Annual Communication of the M.\ W.\ Grand 
1 — i> ie _ Stewards and Grand Tyler be, and are hereby instructed to pre- 
P*J ie r f r 'eshmen ts, for the use of the. Grand I | and visitors, immediately 
alter the Grand t_J shall have been called from labor to refreshment.” 

A brief report on Foreign Correspondence was presented by Bro. 
Budd, in which the proceedings of twenty-five Grand |-Rj1 are no- 
ticed, those of Minnesota had not been received, 

Bro. Berkley of Mississippi, says of a report of Bro. Budd, “ It 
is particularly short and sweet” — Bro. Budd replies : 

“‘We thank thee, Jew, for teaching us that word.* If brevity be an 
error, it surely leans to wisdom’s side, and we could wish that all our 
shoi t comings were as easily settled ; we do notask to be heard for ‘much 
speaking. We were taught when a child that ‘little children must be 
seen and not heard ; then ask ‘why God made the Gem so small and why 
so huge the Granite?’ Because God meant mankind should set 
* The greater valae on it.’ 

And we like gem-like things, (else we would not live in a ‘ Diamond State ’) 
and we confess that we prefer to make our correspondence ‘ short and 
sweet, rather than to have it like 

• Linked sweetness long drawn ouf’ " 

M.-. W.-. “ Rev. J. Collins McCabe, D. D.” Grand Master, and 
R. - . W.-. J. P. Allmond, Grand Secretary, were each re-elected. 

DISTRICT OP COLUMBIA. 

An Annual Communication of the Grand CD of the District of 
Columbia was held at "Washington, November 8th, 1871. 

Eighteen pEp represented. 

Twenty-three on the roll. ■ J dt ' 

The transactions were of local interest ; we find nothing requir- 
ing comment to present to this Grand c ~ ]. 

The craft in the District appear to be in a harmonious and health- 
ful condition, committee on Grievance nothing to do. Strenuous 
and successful efforts are being made to 'establish a Grand □ Li- 
brary— would that our Grand □ would do likewise. The address 
of the Grand Master upon various occasions are', as heretofore, 

scholarly and to the point, giving, evidence of a warm Masonic 
heart. 

M.\ W.-. C. F. Stansbury was re-elected Grand Master, and 
R.'. W.-. C. W. Hancock was elected Grand Secretary. 

FLORIDA. 

The Forty-second Annual Communication of the Grand □ of 
Florida was held in Jacksonville, February 13th, 1872. 

Thirty-two pEp represented. 

Sixty on the roll. 

Four dispensations for new pEp issued during the year. 
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“ Masonry is not a mere theory of morals made attractive by its sym- 
bolic lessons ; its end is not to enable the initiated to understand a few fra- 
ternal greetings and to impart to the neophyte the traditional teachings of 
our Ritual; these are but as the letters of the alphabet compared to the 
accumulated treasures of a nation’s literature, and when we have become 
acquainted with them, we have but grasped our working tools, and made 
ready to enter upon our new field of labor, a field that will yield a liberal 
harvest to the industrious workman. We work under the sacred teachings 
of the Great Architect of the Universe. Truth is engraved upon our 
signet, and brotherly love and charity are our chief characteristics. We 
are patrons of the liberal arts and sciences, and in all ages our brethren 
have been foremost in promoting plans for the moral and intellectual ele- 
vation of our race.” 

The foregoing extract from ihe address of the Grand Master is 
not the less worthy of notice because the same ideas have been fre- 
quently enunciated. 

"We select a few decisions made by the Grand Master ; 

“ i. The casualties of war are no reason for changing the ancient land- 
marks of Freemasonry. The candidate must be hale and sound, not de- 
formed nor dismembered, and must be able to perform the work required 
in the first three degrees of Masonry. 

“2. An artificial substitute will not qualify a dismembered applicant. 

“ 3 - After a candidate has been duly elected to take a degree he should 
not be estopped for light reasons, and the CD has a right to hear and con- 
sider those reasons and decide whether they are sufficient. The [Cl may 
waive this right and accept the statement of an officer or brother, or of a 
committee, that the objections are well founded but are of such a nature 
that they should not be made known in the body of the l — I . 

“4. It is a safe rule in these days, though I greatly doubt its antiquity, 
that a candidate should be able to read and write.” 

The following resolution after reference to a committee was 
adopted : 

“ Resolved, That no fee ' for affiliation of members shall hereafter be 
charged by any 03 in this Grand Jurisdiction.” __ 

As usual Bro. D. C. Dawkins presented a very able report on 
Foreign Correspondence, in which the proceedings of forty-three 
Grand pEEp are briefly noticed. Minnesota receives her full share. 

We say to Bro. Dawkins that we did some fourteen years since 
help to “put the ball in motion” — the times were favorable, the 
plan adopted was as feasible as any over presented — an organiza- 
tion was partially had, but Grand pt— 1 1 that at one session favored 
the movement opposed it at the next. \ There is too much — of 
something among Masons, for the project to succeed. 

M.-. W.-. Samuel Pasco, Grand Master, and 

R.'. W.\ DeWitt C. Dawkins, Grand Secretary, were each re- 
elected. 

GEORGIA. 

An Annual Communication of the Grand □ of Georgia was held 
at Macon, October 31st, 1871. ■ ‘ 

Two hundred and nineteen pEEp represented. 
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Two. hundred and seventy-three on the roll. 

The official report of the Grand Master is in general of local 
interest. 

We present a decision in which we concur : 

“A brother objecting to a visiting brother must do so in person. He 
cannot do it by proxy, himseli being absent.” 

In the report of the Deputy for the Second District we find the 
following curious case ; f 

“A member in good standing desired a dimit, on the ground ‘ that he 
had recently become convinced that lje was not living religiously and 
obeying his Maker’s Divine Law, because he belonged to a secret institu- 
tion, where the rites and ceremonies are kept from the world.’ ” 

We notice for the benefit of Bro. Johnson, of Arkansas, that one 
of the District Deputies in Georgia decided : 

“ That a brother is chargeable with dues during his suspension for the 
non-payment of dues.” 

He goes further and claims that the CD has no right to remit the 
dues thus accruing. 

What next ? 

j 

From the report of the Committee on Jurisprudence, we copy 
the following, in reference to n^n-affiliation, which was referred to 
committee on revision of constitution : 

“ The practice of striking off the name, or dropping from the rollol the 
CD. for non-payment of dues, is utterly at variance with all the laws 
usages and teachings of Masonry; If a brother is incapoctated, and una- 
ble to pay his dues from poverty or providential cause, it is no crime, and 
he should not be punished therefor. If he is able to pay his annual dues 
to his CD. and does not do so, upon receiving due notice, he is guilty of a 
violation of Masonic obligation, for which he should be charged, tried and 
expelled from the Order. ’ 

“ We hold, further, that no Mason is worthy of the name, who refuses, 
when able to do so, to bear his (proportionate part of the burdens of Ma- 
sonry, and that the sooner the Order is rid of all such, the better for all 
parties concerned. Therefore^ in view of all the facts, your Committee 
recommend the adoption of the following resolutions, as the sense of this 
Grand CD. upon the subject of non-afliliation, and dropping from the Roll 
of Membership for the non-payment of dues: 

“ 1st. That no Mason can sever his connection with the Order, except 
by death, or excommunication, or expulsion. 

“ 2d - That it is not in the power of any CD to deprive a member of the 
benefits of Masonry, except in accordance with the Ancient Landmarks 
of the Order, 

“ 3d. That the Ancient Constitutions of the Order, did not authorize or 
allow a Mason to be such, unless he belonged to some regular 1 — 1 . 

“ 4th. That all Masons in the State of Georgia, who have been dropped 
from the Roll of Membership in the subordinate g, for non-payment of 
dues, are still members of such g, and amenable to them as Masons, and 
members of such gl, for any and all violations of Masonic Law. 

“ 5U1. That it be and is hereby made the duty of all g in this jurisdic- 
tion, which have dropped from their rolls and failed to return as members 
to this Grand CD such Masons as have failed to pay their dues, to prefer 
charges against such delinquent members, and give them an opportunity 
to vindicate themselves, either by payment of all arrearages, or by show- 
ing their pecuniary inability to do so. 
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“ 6th. That in all cases of pecuniary inability to pay dues, as shown to 
the satisfaction of thh I — I . it shall be the duty of such □ to restore the 
name of such Mason to its Roll of Membership, 

“ 7th. That each subordinate □ shall report, at each succeeding Annual 
Grand Communication, the names of such members, so restored, who are 
unable to pat' annual dues, and that no dues shall be required of such 
subordinate CH by this Grand I — I . for any of its members so certified in 
its annual returns. 

“ 8th. That it shall be the duty of all the subordinate [SJ in this jurisdic- 
tion, within sixty days from the time the printed proceedings of this com- 
munication is received by them, to notify in writing all deinitted or non- 
affiliated Master Masons residing within the jurisdiction of any particular 
I I . of their duty to come forward and connect themselves with such I I 
within thirty days from the time of service of such notice. 

And in case any non-affiliated or demitted Mason shall refuse so to ap- 
ply for membership in the nearest his residence, within thirty days 
from the date of Such notice so served, as aforesaid, then, and in that even t, 
it shall he the d\ity of the Vigilance Committee, or of the Junior Warden 
of such l — h . to prefer charges against such demitted or non-uffiliated Mas- 
ter Mason, for living in violation of his duty as a Mason; which charges 
shall be in writing, and shall specify that he is able to pay dues, and fails 
and refuses to connect himself with a r~i . for the purpose of avoiding his 
Masonic duty in that respect. Which charges shall be preferred in open 
r l . at a regular meeting, entered upon the minutes, and the brother regu- 
larly cited to trial. In case any Mason is served with such charges, and 
is contumacious, and refuses to appear and answer such charges, then 
and in that event, such CD may proceed to hear evidence, and determine 
such case ex parte; and if so found, such person so charged, tried and 
convicted, shall be expelled from all the rights and privileges of Masonry. 
Provided, nevertheless: That if the brother so charged shall be able to 
show that he has, in good faith, applied for membership in the |~] nearest 
his residence, within twelve calendar months of the date of such charges, 
and been rejected ; that the certificate of such rejection shall be a bar 
to any further proceedings against him, and the charges shall be declared 
not sustained. 

“9th. That it shall be the duty of any CD in this jurisdiction, which, on 
applicatiofi for affiliation, refuses to admit the brother so applying to mem- 
bership, to furnish such applicant with a certificate of the fact, under the 
seal of the l I , and signed by the Secretary, which certificate, when so 
signed and certified, shall be received in any other I 1 as conclusive evi- 
dence of the fact so certified.” 

We present the foregoing as another of the measures continually 
proposed to lessen non-affiliation, and not because we endorse the 
conclusion of the committee. 

R. - / W.-. Bro. Blackshear presented the report on Foreign Cor- 
respondence, in which he — with his usual ability reviews the pro- 
ceedings of forty-four Grand pEEp. Minnesota receives a lengthy 
notice, copious extracts made from the address of the Grand Mas- 
ter, &c. 

Aware of our incapacity to originate anything to excite the risi- 
bles of the brethren, and desirous to incorporate something in this 
report to relieve it of its monotony, we extract the following from 

the report of Bro. Blackshear’s review of Massachusetts : 

i 

“‘We make an extract, hut would suggest the propriety of keeping it 
concealed from a certain class of females who have rendered themselves 
notorious in these latter days; for, seeing it, they would, at once, discover 
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that the poor, down-trodden sex had been, for nearly two centuries, de- 

" e “‘’ *" d m « h * ‘“I *" “ 

WOMAN DEMANDS HER MASONIC RIGHTS. 

HOW SHE GETS THEM. 5 - 


One night I in the East presided, thinking that no ill betided— 

1)1 eas *> t5,e vision was that gently stole my slumbering senses 

When suddenly there came a tapping-aye, forsooth, n furious rapping- 
A rapping, banging, as of thousands clamorous at the outer door- 
A female throng it was who claimed the right of entrance at the door 
Was like of this e’er heard before? 

With dauntless mien that band of Beauties approached the Tyler, as he 
the duties ■* ?. v * 

Of his office faithfully performed without the outer door. 

What, could he do, forsooth, but meet them, and with his blandest smile 
thus greet them? 

‘Ladies, we, as Masons, all your sex do ardently adore. 

Pra> adore?’ 8erve <y° u? — say, sweet creatures, you, whom we so much 

Quoth the women : ‘ Ope the Boor !’ 

•Do please excuse me,’ said the Tyler-for he did not wish to rile her— 
I mean the one that most defiant stood and talked his face before: 

But surely you must be mistaken; no side degrees to-night are taken: 
Ear different work is being now conducted on our checkered floor- 
No female feet now tread the carpet spread upon our mystic floor. 5 

They louder thundered : 1 Ofc the Boor!' 

' AS thank'you' 081 k ‘ nd ’ fair ones > 1 rank you, and for your visit kindly 

And fain would now admit you all to seats upon the inner floor, 
ho, with one small request comply you, and I no longer will deAy you. 
No, no, dear souls, your entrance there be sure-I will refuse no more; 
bolt m my ear now breathe the password— the password— this, and 
nothing more.' ' 

Still louder roared they : ‘ Ofe the Boor f 
Said he, ‘for woman, man, nor devil, longer I cannot be civil I’ 

T door rmng qUlck placed his hand upon the knob of that same 

Wh a n siny d ° Ut jumped the K oat — our Billie-who at the women, like 

Creature, plunged, and at one bound a dozen tumbled on the floor, • 
While some went rolling headlong down the stairway to the nether floor. 

Loud yelling, all : ‘ Enough I No More ! 


“ But to the extract : 

“ ‘Many precious documents have been brought to light by Brother 
Hughan, at York. Among them the Constitutions of 1693, never before 

feiture's wkh theV?F’’ B [° th ? r Hu * han » ‘ agrees, in its chief 
RmKn nn MW Hall 1 well, Cooke, Landsown, Slone, Harleian, and 

U n,W^A S '’ and Roberts and CoIe ® printed Constitutions; and, yet, 

ferentothe^Lm PEC J the order of the seven lienees isdif- 
generality , and even contrary to the York MS. (No. 2).’ 

ttm fcL Sp f C ‘f charges are dehvered, ‘ 'Die one of the Elders takeing 
the booke and that hee or shee that is to be made Mason shall lay their 
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hands thereon, and the charge shall be given.’ ‘ This reference is unques- 
tionably, to a female being admitted.’ ‘It is the only Masonic MS. we 
know of that mentions such a clause for woman.’ ” 

M.\ W.-. Samuel Lawrence, Grand Master, and 

R.’. W.'. J. Emmett Blackshear, Grand Secretary, were each 
re-elected. 

INDIANA. 

{The Fifty-fifth Annual Communication of the Grand □ of In- 
diana was held in Indianapolis, May 28th, 1872. 

Four hundred and twenty-nine pt— ] I represented. 

Four hundred and forty on the roll. 

Thirty-three dispensations for new pEEp applied for, and but eleven 
issued during the year. 

The address of the Grand Master is mainly confined to a report 
of his official doings. 

The only objection we can see to the passage of the subjoined 
resolution,— which came up as unfinished business, is, that it would 
be an acknowledgment that the thing had been done and that 
Masons could in their Masonic action be governed by other than 
Masonic usage. 

“ Your Committee on Unfinished Business find that at the last Annual 
Communication of this Grand l I . the following resolution was offered 
and seconded by a majority, and ordered to lie over until the next Annual 
Communication of the Grand l — i . 

“ Resolved. That no Mason shall be eligible to the office of M.\ W.\ 
Grand Master, D.\ G.\ Master, Senior or Junior Grand Warden, who 
shall personally solicit, or authorize others to solicit, delegates of the 
Grand i i to vote for him for either of said offices. 

“ Y our committee, while believing the resolution correct in principle, do 
not think there is a necessity for its adoption at this time, and therefore 
recommend that it be indefinitely postponed.” 

Transactions of local interest. 

The report on Foreign Correspondence presented by P.-. G.-. 
M.‘. Caven is an exceedingly interesting one, reviewing the pro- 
ceedings of forty-four Grand pEEp . The receipt of the proceedings 
of forty-six are acknowledged, two of which, including Minnesota, 
are not noticed. How is that Bro. Caven? 

At the session of 1871 the Grand □ of Indiana postponed ac- 
tion on the Quebec question — for which Bro. Wheeler of Connecti- 
cut pitched in thusly : 

“ Perhaps the committee were a little modest, and did not wish to report 
as they actually thought proper and right, in the presence of the second 
officer of the Grand i i of Canada, as we observe he was present during 
the Communication, and the Grand ! I of Canada is strongly opposed to 
recognition.” 
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To which Bro. Caven replies : 

" Here is an insinuation that the Indiana Committee, through cowardice 
made a dishonest report, and of course embraces in its censure the Grand' 
[Z1 which adopted it. We admit that the members of the Indiana Com- 
mittee were modest men, but not afflicted with that kind of modesty 
which feared to perform any duty or would prevent them from reporting 
• as they actually thought proper and right in the presence of any one.’ ” 

And then makes the strongest argument that we have seen 
against the legitimacy of the formation of the Grand □ of 
Quebec. 

A discussion relating to certain facts in the History 6f Freema- 
sonry in Louisiana, is being had between the Committees on For- 
eign Correspondence ; we quote from Indiana : 

. “The Indiana Committee on Foreign Correspondence of 1870, in their 
report on the Grand Orient of France, made certain statements respecting 
the history of Masonry in Louisiana, which the Louisiana Committee of - 
1871 pronounced in some important particulars erroneous. The Indiana 
Committee of 1871 made the following reply, which restates the entire 
case : 

“ ‘The Committee on Foreign Correspondence of the Grand | — 1 of 
Louisiana in their report, contained in the proceedings of 1871, page 44 
referring to the report made by the Committee on Foreign Correspondence 

to the Grand | j of the Stale of Indiana, at their May session, 1870, on 

the subject of the difficulties between the Grand (yyj of Louisiana and 
the Grand Orient of France, say: 

“ * The report is ably written, but we are at a loss to understand from 
what source the data lor the historical sketch of Masonry in Louisiana is 
obtained. For instance, the (Indiana) Committee say: 

“ ‘ The various subordinate (Ep of the York Rile, by their Represent- 
atives, June 11, 1812, organized a Grand d| for the State of Louisiana. 

“ ‘June 19, 1813, a Consistory, thirty-second degree, A.-. and A.-. S.\ Rite 
working the Symbolic and Ineffable Degrees, was instituted at New Or- 
leans, deriving charter from the Supreme Council having its Grand East 
at New York, N. Y.,and the previously organized Scottish Rite rEp came 
under its jurisdiction.” 

Upon this the Louisiana Committee comment as follows : 

‘“The Committee (Indiana,) also state that on the creation of the ‘ Sym- 
bolic Chambers in our Grand d>, in 1832, the Scotch Rite g] surrendered 
their charters to the Grand Consistory and received others from the 
Grand □ that the constitution adopted in June, 1850, provided, ‘that 
the Grand CD of Louisiana could thereafter establish no other rEp than 
those of Free and Accepted Masons professing exclusively the York Rite-’ 
and various other inaccuracies based upon these statements. 

“ F or a correction of the above errors, we refer to page 129, et sea., of 
our report for last year, for a sketch of the history of Masonry in Louisi- 
ana, compiled from the original records. We may briefly state, however 
that in iSt2 there were seven [Ep in this State, all working under charters 
obtained from American Grand (ER viz: South Carolina, Pennsylvania 
and New York; that five of these rEp formed the Grand 1 — 1. June 13, 1812 
the other two not participating in that movement; that the Consistory 
formed m 1813 never exercised any control over Symbolic rEp; that the 
Concordat alleged to have been entered into between the Consistory and 
the Grand | — ) in 1833, was a fabrication and never heard of until 1851 ; and 
that the constitution of 1850, so far from restricting the Grand to 
grant charters to no other g] than those working the York Rite, was 
framed for the express purpose of restoring harmony, by abolishing the 
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distinction ot Rites, and as one means of accomplishing this, the title of 
the Grand □ was changed from that of ‘ Ancient York Masons,’ to ‘ Free 
and Accepted Masons.”’ 

“This seems to specify the errors into which it is alleged the Indiana 
Committee have fallen. The greater portion of our ‘data’ was obtained 
from the ‘ Masonic History, the first to the thirty-third Degree,’ by 
Robert B. Folger, published in 186L” 

To sustain their position the Indiana Committee quoted docu- 
ments found in the above mentioned book. 

To this the Louisiana Committee of 1871 reply as follows : 

“ P.\ G.\ Master Thomas R. Austin, presented the report on Foreign 
Correspondence, being chiefly a condensed synopsis of the principal items 
in the proceedings of forty-four Grand g].. 'Under the head of Louisiana 
he notices our comments on the Indiana Committee’s historical sketch of 
Masonry in this State, and in reply to the inquiry for the data on which it 
was based, gives copious extracts from the « Masonic History, First to the 
Thirty-third Degree,’ by Robert B. Folger; and, with becoming naviete , 
says: ‘As the mere quotation ot the data sustaining the report of the 
Indiana Committee is so ample, and of such great length, we submit it 
without one word of note or comment. 

“We were not aware there was such a book in existence until we re- 
ceived the Indiana proceedings. Procuring a copy from New York, we 
find that the book was written in the interest of the old Hays Attwood 
Supreme Council of New York, and incidentally of the Foulhouze 
Supreme Council of New Orleans. Advocating the claims of these spuri- 
ous bodies, the work is of an unscrupulous and bitter partisan character, 
and in all our reading we have never met anything so little deserving the 
name of ‘ history.’ The items relating to Louisiana have evidently been 
furnished by Foulhouze or one of his adherents, and the manner in which 
facts are misrepresented or glossed over renders the work wholly unrelia- 
ble as a book of reference. 

The misrepresentations of Foulhouze, Folger, and others, have been re- 
peatedly met and refuted, but being made the subjects of special reports 
they have not received that attention they deserved.” 

We have known Dr. it. B. Folger for many years — thirty-five 
or six, we were students in the same office. In his earlier days he 
was an active, enthusiastic and studious Mason. A man ot strong 
convictions, tenacious in his opinions, and says what he believes to 
be the truth regardless of the consequences to himself. 

Masonically we have differed widely, but we are sorry to see him 
accused of misrepresentation. Doubtless he sympathized with 
Foulhouze — it was misplaced, but he had too much pride of charac- 
ter to misstate facts. 

It is not well for us to assert of a fact, that .it was, or was not 
so, because it would sustain our notions to have it thus. 

Except as an historical item, it is of little moment whether the 
Consistory established in 1813, did or did not exercise any control 
over the Symbolic pEEp in Louisiana. 

We all know that the Supreme Councils of the Ancient and Ac- 
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cepted Rite everywhere clatms to have, and in places where there 
are no Grand pEp does exercise control over the Symbolic degrees. 

M.-. WV. Christian Fetter was elected Grand Master, and 

R. • 'W • John M. Bromwell, re-elected Grand Secretary. 

ILLINOIS. 

The Thirty-second Annual Communication of the Grand □ of 
Illinois was held at Chicago, October 3d, 1871 . 

Five hundred and forty pEEp represented. 

Six hundred and sixty-one on the roll. 

Twenty dispensations for new [EEp issued during the year, and 
six continued over from the previous year. 

From the reported decisions of the Grand Master, sustained by 
the Grand CD, we select : 


“ C . 1 ?, ar 1 ges . J and counter-charges may be received at the same time. 
I he 1 | 'will decide which shall have precedence. 

“9th. A suspended Mason may bp tried upon new charges and expelled. 

“ loth. A brother objecting to the initiation or advancement of a candi- 
date in any CD except his own, should give his reasous therefor- The W.\ 
M.*. or t i should decide as to their validity. 

“ nth When an applicant has been unanimously elected by a r— i and 
afterwards objected to by a member, he should not be recorded nor pub- 
lished as rejected. r 


I2th. When a petition is received and referred, and it is subsequently 
found that the candidate does not reside within the Territorial Jurisdiction 
ot the CD, the Committee should report the facts. The petition and ac- 
companying fee should be returned without balloting. 

. “ 13th. A suspended Mason is not liable for CD or Grand r~] dues dur- 
ing term of suspension. 


“ 14th. Every brother raised in a O is expected to become a member 
thereof. If By-Laws are not convenient to sign, it should not debar him . 
the rights of membership. If he refuse to sign when called upon, his 
rights as a member should cease. 


“ i6th. A brother who commits suicide does not thereby affect the claims 
ot his widow or orphans upon the fraternity. 

V 9 r h A A SVlmmo , ns . need not be signed by the Master, but requires the 
seal of the (_! — I* and signature of the Secretary. 


20th. It is the right of a brother against whom charges have been pre- 
ferred to testify upon the trial thereof. P 

“ 22 d - 4 cannot enforce a 1 tax ’ upon its members beyond the amount 
prescribed by the By-Laws. 


“ 23d. It is improper to use the seal of a I — 1 upon papers or letters of a 
personal character. 1 


“ 24th. The right to visit a CD is 
reasons. 


not absolute, it may be refused for good 


“ 2 5th- A visiting brother is not obliged to exhibit a ‘ traveling certificate ’ 
from either this or any other Jurisdiction. No amount of documentary 
evidence is alone sufficient to prove one a Mason. 

“ 28th. Simply deposing an officer of a CD from office does not affect his 
standing in his i_ u nor his rights as a Mason. 

“30th. i:tis improper to permit the use of a n room fora public 
meeting. r 
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The following from the report of the Committee on Masonic 
Jurisprudence, we approve : 

“2d. Rev. S. T. Allen, a member of Jerusalem Temple 1 I . No. 90, 
claimed exemption for nonpayment of dues upon the ground that by 
usage, and practically in law, clergymen are exempt from the payment of 
dues. Your Committee are of the opinion that the usage is a mere matter 
of comity, in no sense binding, and that no clergyman can claim exemption 
from the payment of dues, unless by authority of express law.” 

The following Amendment to the Grand □ By-Laws was 
adopted : 

“When, for any reason the Charter of any H shall be annulled, the 
Grand Secretary may, upon being satisfied that any member of such I I . 
free of charges and in good standing, has paid all dues against him, issue 
to such member a dimit under the seal of this Grand f~~t : and the Grand 
Secretary may in like manner issue dimits to Masons made in [§D under 
Dispensation, when, for any reason, such Dispensations have been returned, 
and no Charter granted to such I I.” 

But suppose the dues had not been paid when the □ ceased to 
exist ? 

A brother in arrears for dues, leaves the jurisdiction; returns oh 
a visit after an absence of ten years, finds his CD has been dead 
eight or nine years, and that his name was on the roll in good stand- 
ing when the □ ceased to exist ; — he has become settled in anoth- 
er State and wishes to become affiliated, but the □ requires a 
dimit, how is he to obtain one ? Has a Grand Secretary a right 
to fix upon a certain sum of money and when paid issue a dimit ? 

We have known of such cases. 

We recommend the following from the report of the Finance 
Committee to our Grand and subordinate |HEp : 

“Your Committee are of the opinion that an erronious impression pre- 
vails respecting the refunding of Grand 1 1 dues to rEp that have suffered 

losses by fire, and that what was at first intended and received as a gratui- 
ty, has from long precedent come to be regarded as a rightful claim upon 
this body; and that [SI are now asking a return of their dues on the ground 
of custom, who would not do so as a matter of charity, not claiming to be 
really in need of assistance. 

“ While we are of the opinion that as a matter of fact it is a charity, and 
that although at least a part of the cases named above are not in such 
straightened circumstances as to require our aid, yet we are unwilling to 
discriminate or cut off a practice so long continued, without some notice. 
We have, therefore, recommended that the dues be refunded as above; but 
think this Grand □ should give clear expression to their views upon this 
subjeet, and would therefore offer the following resolution, not only as em- 
bodying the views of your Committee, but also as a substitute for the res- 
olution offered by Bro. Adams, of 139, and recommend its adoption: 

“ Resolved , That it is the duty of every Subordinate I I to keep its 
property fully insured, and that in case of loss when insured, there is no 
justice or occasion for applying for a return of Grand [3] dues. When 
without insurance, it is their own fault; and that if in such cases this 
Grand □ assists them, it should be clearly understood that it is a 
charity.” 
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Illinois has not yet got through with the negro question, witness 
as follows : 

Section < 8i^ (§ k * y ad °.P tin S in its P la ce the following: 

This GrandCD hereby interdicts all recognition ol all persons 
Rru'ch a h fr ? ,n C§1 within the bounds ot the United States or of 
P l ‘‘ S r l Ame r Ca ’ Un ? 8 u sl , Ich if? are directly subordinate to the Grand rBI 
n correspondence with this G? knd Body, in the State, Territory, Domin- 
ion or District from whence they hail.” J 

Being brought before the Grand □, was laid on the table. 

“All subordinate pg] under this jurisdiction are instructed to admit 
whatever ° r mulatt ° a<! a visitor, or otherwise, under any circumstances 


“ ° f this jurisdiction violates this expressed will of this Grand 

□ it shall be the duty of the Most Worshipful Grand Master of the State 
to at once arrest its charter.” 


Being put upon their passage, were laid on the table. 

Bro. Robbins again presented one of his able and interesting re- 
ports on Foreign Correspondence, reviewing the proceedings of 
thirty two Grand pEp , Minnesota included. 

We believe that there are other than the Blue CD degrees that 
constitute a part of “ legitimate Masonry ; ” we all know that mat- 
ters which were included in the first and third degrees, are not even 
alluded to in them at this date. 

M.-. W.-. Dewitt C. Cregier, Grand Master, and 

R.-. W.-. Orliri H. Miner, Grand Secretary, were each re-elected. 


-IOWA. 


The Twenty-ninth Annual Communication of the Grand □ of 
Iowa was held at Davenport, June 4th, 1872. 

One hundred and eighty-three pi — 1 1 represented. 

Three hundred on the roll. 


Twelve dispensations for new pf~fl issued during the year. 
On the insurance question the Grand Master says : 


I would earnestly urge upon the other HEp in this jurisdiction the same 
wise action. No business man can lay claim to common prudence, or ask 
lor sympathy , if he ne glec ts to insure; and I have always thought it came 
with an ill grace from [Gp to teach that prudence is a cardinal virtue, and 
then when they suffer loss, see them begging ot others, and undergoing 
a humiliation which the simplest exercise of common every-day business 
sense would have made unnecessary. 

“ Since writing the foregoing, I learn from the Grand Secretary that the 
brethren of Benton City Q No. 8i, at Shellesburg, have also lost their 
nail. 1 do not know whether they were insured, or what the amount of 
their loss. 


“ has been customary heretofore, in similar cases, to relinquish Grand 
C23 dues for the year and grant a new charter free of expense. It may be 
well, if you think proper, to exercise the same charity in either of these 
cases, to couple it with the distinct assurance, that for the future no such 
grants will be made, and that a resolution be passed requiring all rEp to 
insure their property, and also to require, in the annual returns, a state- 
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ment of the amount insured for, so that the Grand I I might know who 
obeys and who disobeys this requirement.” 

It would appear from the following extract from the Grand Mas- 
ter’s address, that, in other jurisdictions beside Minnesota injurious 
effects follow the want of attention to business : 

“At the risk of repeating what has been well and often said, I would 
urge you to make up your mind to avoid hasty legislation, and to stay here 
until the business of the Grand I I is completed fully and carefully. Un- 
fortunately, too much important business is originated at a late hour of 
the session, and much that is introduced and referred to committees is re- 
ported on after the installation of Grand Officers, a ceremony which, un- 
happily, seems to many brethren to be the only object of the meeting, and 
a signal for departure, and important business is hurried through without 
proper consideration. ” 

From the decisions we select, : 

“ Query. Can the Senior Warden of a I I (the Master being absent) 
call to the chair a Master Mason, one who is not a member of the CD and 
not under our jurisdiction, and one who never was Master of a l l ? Can 
such an one act as Master pro tem., and do work legally?” 

“ Answer. In the absence of the Worshipful Master the Senior War- 
den is Master of the CD- He may congregate his CD) an d then call to 
the East a Past Master, or any expert, at his option. He must, of course, 
remain present in the CD; then the work is his, no matter whose mouth 
pronounces the words.” 

“ Query. Would it be in accordance with Masonic usage to grant a di- 
mit to a brother who has been for several years a member of our l l . and 
is yet, but says the whole thing (meaning Masonry) is a myth, and that, 
too, in presence of those who were not Masons? Also, please state 
whether there are any instructions in granting dimits. ” 

“Answer. There would be no impropriety in granting him a dimit, 
providing he is not under charges, and is free of all dues. We cannot pre- 
vent some men from making fools of themselves, and the easier we can 
get rid of such material the better. The best plan with such is to prove 
to them, if they are able to learn anything, by good actions and pure lives, 
that Masonry is not a myth. ” 

“ Query. About ten years ago a man petitioned for initiation in 

I — i . was duly elected, and received the first degree, immediately after 
which he came to this place; but owing to some misfortunes he did not 
feel able to go on and take the other degrees. He is now in prosperous 

circumstances, and wants to be advanced in the CD in this place. 

I — l certifies that he was duly initiated there, and recommends him to this 
CD- He is an honest man and a good citizen, but his having waited so 
long, I did not know exactly what action would be proper, and have ap- 
plied to you for direction. Answer as soon as convenient. ” 

“ Answer. A man under these circumstances must prove to you, either 
by strict trial, due examination, or lawful information, that he is an En- 
tered Apprentice; then he must petition, and be recommended anew for 
the remaining degress, pass a proper examination as to proficiency, and 
having passed through all the forms of reference, report and ballot — and 
having been, by its letter of recommendation, passed to your jurisdiction 
by the CD in which he was made, you can confer the remaining degrees 
upon him. ” 

In our experience we have known many similar instances to the 
last foregoing, hut have decided somewhat differently; “by its let- 
ter of recommendation, passed to your jurisdiction by the CD in 
which he was made, “ we do not believe in. If you require a “ let- 
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ter of recommendation, ” why also a year's residence ? This idea of 
perpetual jurisdiction is a new-fangled notion, and exclusively 
American. 

in the above case the party was initiated in CD “ A, " removed 
and resided in the vicinity of CD “ W ” for a series of years. He 
returns on a visit, and CD “ A ” proceeds to confer the remaining 
degrees upon him. Would not CD “ W ” claim that CD “ A ” had 
interfered with its jurisdictional rights ? And yet, under this 
“ perpetual jurisdictional ” notion, CD “ A ” would be right. 

Governed by the idea that a “ Grand CD is supreme, and can do 
anything," then this perpetual jurisdiction, and many other dog- 
mas that the fathers never thought of, may become laws. 

The following from the report of the Grand Secretary is equally 
applicable in this jurisdiction : 

the time of preparing the annual returns of the par- 
ticuiai [tp, and their collecting from the members (without taking it from 
f»l« tr . ea8Ur - > 'i of Gra u nd CD dues, a large number of the [El, in the 
false hope of avoiding the payment of what they fail to collect^ suspend 
great numbers for non-payment of dues, and then foolishly come up to the 

fhr^ : a fif eCll ?^ an , d SOm , e . li " les relusc > to W °n such, in the face of 
the plain letter of the law, which directs the dues shall be paid on all who 
are, or have been , metnbers during the year.. 

.. . wh °' e 5|l e ‘slaughtering of the innocents ’ ought to be effectually 
checked. . If [§] will permit brethren to get in arrears, they ought to lose 
inc same* 

The Grand CD has taken the preliminary measures for inaugur- 
ating a “ Widows’ and Orphans’ Home. ” 

The following resolution was adopted : 

„ “ R f>°lved, That this Grand CD strike from the list of corresponding 
Grand bodies, and withdraw our representative from any and all Grand 
rtjJ and Grand Orients who do not recognize the doctrine of exclusive 
-.wu 0 Jurisdiction, and who decline to break off friendly relations 
with those who violate it. ” 

Fun ahead I 
doctrine. 

From the report of the Committee on Jurisprudence : 

^ brother submits this: Query. Have the Stewards of a CD the right 
an J\ one into the preparation room while preparing a candidate, 
except by order of the Worshipful Master ? ’ 

We reply emphatically, no I No one should be present save the Stew- 
ards, on such occasions. ’ 

Correct — but how often violated. 

The report on Foreign Correspondence, reviewing the proceed- 
ings of forty-two Grand written by Bro. U. D. Taylor, is, as 
heretofore, an excellent one. We are sorry that our proceedings 
were not received. 

Had this report come to hand at an earlier date, we would have 


European Grand Bodies never have recognized the 
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adopted Bro. Taylor’s plan in presenting the decisions of Grand 
Masters and Grand pEEp ; it certainly is a great improvement, and 
renders the report more interesting and valuable for reference. 

By way of addenda to his report, he presents a “ Synopsis op 
Masonic Law, ” compiled from the' proceedings reviewed, classed 
under appropriate heads. It is extremely problematical, but if we 
ever do get up another report, we will adopt his plan. 

With reference to a union of societies, on the burial of a Mason, 
he says : 

“ If a Mason requests a masonic burial, let it be Masonic; If he wishes 
to be buried by some other order or secret society, let them do it. But 
Masonry knows of no such thing as a ‘ mixed commission..’ I” 

All of which we endorse, most emphatically. 

M.-. W. - . 0. P. Waters, Grand Master, and 

R. - . W.\ T. S. Parvin, Grand Secretary, were each re-elected. 

KENTUCKY. 

The Seventy-se,cond Annual Communication of the Grand □ of 
Kentucky was held at Louisvil-le, October 16th, 1871. 

Three hundred and seventy-nine pEEp represented ; four hundred 
and ninety-nine on the roll. 

The Grand Master issued nine dispensations for new pFfl during 
the year, and the Grand d] granted twelve dispensations for new 
rEEp during the session. 

We quote from the Grand Master’s Address : 

“The symbolisms and allegories of Masonry are still all-powerful, the 
concentrated principle whereof is the humanizing desire to promote the 
happiness of mankind, and dignify humanity by the exercise of a living 
faith, and the hope that hopeth for all that is just and wise; that triumphs 
over evil, is the friend of truth and prophet of the good time coming; that 
adorns the sandy desert of life with a tranquil beauty that shall never fade; 
embellishes it with a wealth of thought, feeling and action; that forgiveth 
seventy and seven times, and is still rich in the treasure of pardon; that 
smooths the pillow of the dying, drops a tear with the mourner, speaks 
peace to the afflicted in a voice sweeter than honey, and administers its 
power with hands solter than the down of the dove; that needs no eulogy; 
carries out their designs with successful energy, and requires all within 
the fold who wish to be happy, useful and beloved, to cherish, cultivate 
and extend their glorious purpose. 

“ The Masonic order in Kentncky, in point of numbers, respectability, 
influence and intelligence of its members, is without a superior in any of 
the moral organizations therein, and never before in its history did it en- 
joy greater prosperity or a brighter future. Peace and harmony reign 
throughout our borders. ” 

We ought, in justice to our brethren, make a number of extracts 
from this truly excellent address, but will .content ourself with one 
more : > 

“ Objection has been made, from time to time, against secret societies in 
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general, and Freemasonry in particular. The churches that do so are so 

Lv« nt nrM. n fi - nd "’f fault that ‘her are unmindful of the beam in their own 
eyes, presuming they can hold secret meetings with impunity. One es- 
pecially, that sits with closed and guarded doors, and, for greater se’clu- 
ne Ve -ni e | SS, rt ranSaCt r ‘ tS in Lab ' n > is guilty ot the folly of being es- 

menni^« d H- n ^ n , C,a - t T > ’ °ir ? fI ® son ®. who are far less exclusive, and bv no 
Ih^nfii „ d ichitorial self-inflated or tyrannical. The Masonic Order, in 
the full sense of the term, is not a secret institution. The members are 
\h S ilboi,t . ,n d ' 8 fe niisc J, lheir times and places of meeting, and 

SLveJaUocSs”’ P ' 8hed t0 ^ W ° r ' d ’ ! ‘ nd are We " k "° w " in 

.I^Herit n tr .u e ’ s ‘ andsat - the door to guard against cowans, eaves- 
trud P e P on^ ‘tSelr neighbors ^ ^ ^ Wil ' ing ‘° dr °P in and in ‘ 

Families and business men have secrets known only to their members 
?hem th ef V seve „, 11 l' ' la J c sorae which they are particular to keep strictly to’ 
themselves The Judges of the Supreme and Appellate Courts determ- 
P ml ate consultatIon > the law and the facts of the cases submitted to 
hem. 1 he managers and directors of Bible and benevolent societies 
banks, railroads turnpikes and other similar organizations, like cabinet 
oflicers and political committees, sit with fastened doors, and only give 

?hnrehL r ? U t8 f‘i? ! nclu ! nn S friends or P art!e s interested. Every oneofthe 
churches have their private meetings, and for aught the public knows, act 

as prudent?’^ t ierein ' Then wh J not su PP ose th e Masons to be equally 

We find a case reported, to which we call the attention of Bro. 
Johnson, of Arkansas. [See Kentucky Proceedings, Page 45.] 

B “It is a Plain Principle of Masonic law that, during suspension, ‘no dues 

accrue against the person suspended.”’ 

Four hundred and fourteen pages of the book before us is occu- 
pied with the names of the members of the various pEp. 

As the matter of publishing names has been discussed in our 
Grand □, we quote the following reply of Bro. McCorkle to a 
question of Bro. Grey, of Arkansas: 

“Our brother asks us to cypher out the amount of good done masonry 
by printing and publishing the names of the individual members of our 
lodges. This is a question, of course, we can not ‘ cypher out, ’ but judg- 
ing from the numerous applications made from lodges in other States for 

copies of our proceedings, on account of its aiding them to protect them- 
selves from traveling impostors pretending to be masons, we should be 
disposed to think that great good must result from the publication afore- 
said. And we judge so from another fact: every week, more or less, we 
are called on by Masters of [Ed in Louisville to examine the proceedings 
of some certain Grand □, and see if the name of so-and-so is published, 
who has applied to them for relief, representing himself to be a member of 
a I — 1 a certain name, number and State. Many of these enquiries we 

can answer, if they relate to Grand [El who print the names of the mem- 
ber of subordinate g], and in several cases have detected the impostors. 
But if the applicant hails from Arkansas, New York, Pennsylvania, Mass- 
achusetts, Maine, &c., &c., who do not publish such lists, we can give them 
no information on the subject. We find that the custom of publishing 
such information prevails in all the Grand g], except Alabama, Arkansas? 
h lorida, Indiana, Illinois, Maine, Michigan, New Hampshire, New York, 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee and Wash- 
j W pher put ’ forty-two Grand g] in the United States, of 
which fifteen do not publish such lists, and twenty-seven do. 
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“ Our Bro. Drummond, of Maine, who, in regard to this question, says: 

‘ we’ll have an eye out for the result, ’ is invited to cast his eye on the an- 
swer.” 

To which Bro. Drummond replies : 

“We have done so, and we have 1 cyphered ’ a little on it too; the cost 
of publishing the list of names and the increase of postage amount to 
$2,ooo, and that sum is ten times as large an amount as ever would be 
saved in a year by the publication of the names ; and besides, the publica- 
tion aids impostors in giving themselves ‘a habitation and a name. ” 
While we have no disposition to interfere in other Jurisdictions, we 
are more than ever convinced that the publication ‘does not pay,’ pe- 
cuniarily or in any other manner. A few dollars a year expended in tele- 
graphing are more potent in detecting impostors than all the publication 
of names in the country. ” 

We are with Bro. Drummond. It does not pay — at least in this 
jurisdiction. 

We are gratified to notice that Kentucky no longer publishes a 
personal description of rejected applicants. 

Bro. McCorkle may have written a better report on Foreign Cor- 
respondence than the one presented at this session of the G-rand l — i . 
If so, it has been our misfortune not to have seen it. 

He speaks “ rite out in meeting, ” says what he thinks, and goes 
for Kentucky anyway. We like Bro. McCorkle because he belongs 
to our school — the “ old fogy. ” 

The proceedings of forty-two Grand pEEp are reviewed, including 
those of Minnesota. 

Of the right of dimitted masons to masonic burial, he says : 

“ We object to depriving dimitted masons of masonic burial. Whilst 
several Grand fEp have so decreed, we have always held that the right to 
masonic sepulture is a right inherent in every Master Mason, of which he 
cannot be rightfully deprived, except by suspension or expulsion. He ac- 
quired the right when he was raised to the degree of Master Mason, and 
is, in our opinion, though dimitted, entitled to it, if in good standing at 
his decease, and any CD> within whose jurisdiction he dies, may pertorm 
the solemn rights over his body. ” 

In the absence of any enactment by the Grand □, Bro. McCor- 
kle is right ; but we hold that the Grand □ has a right to make 
laws ^regulating the matter. The whole thing grows out of the 
“ money ” question. 

Abolish dues and there will be but little trouble about non-affili- 
ates. 

M. - . W.-. Edward B. Jones, was elected Grand Master, and 

R.\ W. - . John M. S. McCorkle re-elected Grand Secretary. 

KANSAS. 

The Sixteenth Annual Communication of the grand □ of Kan- 
sas was held at Topeka, October 18th, 1871. 

Sixty-seven rfEp represented ; ninety-six on the roll. 
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Nineteen dispensations for new pEp issued during the year. 

The address of the Grand Master is a most excellent one. His 
remarks upon “ What are Masonic Crimes? ” "Obedience to Law. ” 
and " Who should be Officers of a Lodge?” are well worth repro- 
duction, but we can only give space for the following : 

I ° f | ^ aster is no sinecure - He who desires the place must 

train, and be trained by general no less than by special instruction It is 

chair" 0 His life should be m' 0 \° per J? nn thc mere routine Unties of that 
vaHed- he shonld heih b homeless, his perceptions clear, his knowledge 
Ind ht’J should be thoroughly versed in our laws, usages and precedents • 
ihere he ? UCh as . t0 . ln *P lre aspect and invite confidence Let 

vou stands d t d he "J and Vision in execution, and before 

^ shle to your bmw.° m MaStCr WiI ' “"S" 0 blush t0 7 our ch « k 
r " . Tbe Master of a □ is known and regarded as the representative man 

his° a 5 c fa 0V a e nd Wh0t ? b ?. pres! ^ 6 -. Hi8 c ° nduct is “Pen to public scrutiny 
fdmtheJhel^ d l eiC crit icism and if the public judgment is against 
him, the whole CZli be its members ever so upright, are sure to suffer and 
with him incur public reprobation. Yet this need not be. Why then do 
masons tolerate such a condition of things? I’hc power is in every rA to 
evoke a new order of things. The ballot, free and untrammeled is y^rs 

su d tt 0 mmal X fre r edo e m yOUr ,nahenable prero g ativ<; ’ and the victory will re- 

On the burial of non-affiliates he is with Bro. McCorkle. He de- 
cided : 

“ I am or opinion, a □ has the right to extend the honors of a 

Masonic burial to a deceased brother, known to the p— i to be in eood stand- 
ing, though not affiliated, at the time of his death, ^kh any n 

There is difference of opinion on this question. Humanity re- 
quires, if there be room for doubt, that we take such a course, that 
our error, if we err, be in the right direction. 

■ The following resolution was adopted : 

Bll » J, hat wben a candidate for the mysteries of Masonry has an- 
s^all not' £" d een eleC , ted to re , ceive ’ tbe degrees in a subordinate Q?t 
the cand date tofheX 2”^ t ' le „ bal, “ t in order to the advanced S of 

Transactions of local interest. 

Bro. E. P. Carr again presented one of his excellent reports on 
foreign Correspondence, reviewing the proceedings of forty-three 
Grand |jEp, Minnesota included. He does not like P.-. G.-. M.-. 

Nash’s position on the Quebec question. We do ; that’s the differ- 
ence. 

M.-. W.-. John M. Price was elected Grand Master, and 
R.-. W.-. John H. Brown, Grand Secretary. 

LOUISIANA. 

The Sixtieth Annual Communication of the Grand □ of Lou- 
isiana was held at New Orleans, February 12th, 1872. 
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Eightv-two pEfl represented ; two hundred and nine on the roll. 

Pour dispensations for new pt— 1 1 issued during the year. 

The Grand Master takes strong ground on the American idea of 
Exclusive Jurisdiction. We think he carries it most too far; we 
go with him so far as to declare non-intercoursp with those who in?, 
vade any jurisdiction in the United States, but do not believe in an 
attempt to force the rest of the world to abjure their old notions and 
adopt ours. England, for instance, does not recognize the dogma, 
yet she does Dot attempt to invade any jurisdiction in this country. 
Then why should we proscribe English Masons because she will not 
forget her old traditions and declare non-intercourse with Hamburg ? 

We quote from the Grand Master’s address : 

“ Our cause must be their cause; and, throughout the length and breadth 
of this great continent, one unbroken front should be presented against 
foreign interference with the rights and prerogatives of our Grand [Ep, ac- 
cording to what is known as the American doctrine. In this connection, 
I have the pleasure of informing you that the Grand Orient of Brazil, Val- 
ley of Lavradio, has adopted resolutions discontinuing all relations with 
the Grand Orient of France, fol- violating the jurisdictional rights of the 
Supreme Council of the Southern Jurisdiction of the United States, and 
also of the Grand cy] of the State of Louisiana. This is the course we 
hope to see taken by all good and true Masons in this country as well as 
abroad. To insure amicable fraternal relations with our brethren abroad, 
it will be necessary that the Masons of this country make common cause, 
and demand that hot only shall there be no interference with the recog- 
nized jurisdiction of American Grand [Ep, but that such attempted inter- 
ference must be disclaimed and pronounced unmasonic by all Grand Bod- 
ies with whom we hold fraternal intercourse. The Grand |yy] of Ham- 
burg, having years ago violated the jurisdiction of the Grand |yy] of New 
York, and continued up to this time its unmasonic usurpation of its 
rights, has lately established a |yy] within the State of New Jersey, in the 
city of Hoboken. Most, if not all, of the Grand [Ep of the United States, 
have forbidden Masonic intercourse with the Grand [yy| of Hamburg or 
its subordinates; but it appears to me that we should demand of our Eu- 
ropean brethren that they denounce such unwarrantable interference with 
the affairs of the Grand pEEp of this country. ” 

Years since, the Grand CD of Minnesota declared non-intercourse 
with the Grand [yy| of Hamburg or any of its subordinates, because 
of its invasion oi New York. It declared the same with the 
Grand Orient of Prance, because they aided and abetted the clan 
destine organization in Louisiana. 

We append the resolutions adopted by the Grand □ of Louis- 
iana : 

“2. Resolved, That the encroachment upon the jurisdictional rights of 
American Grand [Ep can no longer be submitted to, and, as edicts of non- 
intercourse appear to have no iufluence upon the Grand |yyj of Hamburgh 
or the Grand Orient of Fance, the Grand cy] of Louisiana will co-operate 
with her sister Grand [Ep in refusing to hold Masonic communication with 
all Masonic powers who, on being requested, shall fail to recognize the 
American doctrine of exclusive and absolute Grand |yy] jurisdiction, and 
decline to break off friendly relations with those that violate it. 
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“,}■ ^solved, Th&i the M. W. Grand Master be requested officially to 
notify all Masonic powers with whom this Grand d is in correspondence, 
of its action, and to call upon them who have heretofore failed to recog- 
nize the American doctrine of exclusive and absolute Grand r— ) iurisdic- 
tion by having intercourse with those Masonic powers who have violated 
it, to take action in the matter, and decide whether they are for or against 
us on this question. J 

"4. Resolved, That it is hereby made the duty of Committee on Foreign 
Correspondence, to inquire into the character and status of all Foreign 
Grand Bodies wi th whom we are in correspondence, or who hereafter may 
apply for recognition, and whether or not they will recognize and maintain 
the American doctrine o! exclusive and absolute Grand d jurisdiction 
and to report specially thereon.” — J 

It is due to the committee that reported the foregoing resolutions, 
to present at least a, portion of tlieir argument. 

" While we con tend that the boundaries of Grand CD jurisdiction should 
alwaj s correspond with those of the State, we also contend that this juris- 
diction should be absolute and exclusive. No allegiance, directly or indi- 
rectly, or however remote, should be allowed. All should be united under 
he same Grand CD banner, and this, too, both for the sake of peace and 
tranquility in the State itself, as also for Masonic pence and harmony; for 
'lmv d u rd ^ be sn,d „ that a community divided in its allegiance, either 
politically or Masomcally, can remain for any considerable time free from 
discord and in peace. 

“We think it time, therefore, in view of the consequences which have 
ensued from the encroachment upon Grand Id jurisdiction and violation 
ot Masonic comity, and the evils resulting from tiie propagation of such 
anti-Masonic views, to lay down the principle that neither political nor re- 
ligious controversies shall he brought into the d ; that in so far as it is 
allowed it is a departure from Masonry and cannot be tolerated without 
endangering the institution, making it antagonistic to the State, and caus- 
ing all the true Masonic principles to be forgotten. We believe that it is 
time, therefore, to inquire into the principles taught in Grand i-Bl in order 
to ascertain if it is not spurious Masonry which has brought forth all the 
evils that we have heretofore complained of; and that when we refuse to 
hold further communication with those who encroach upon our territory 
we are not also refus'ng to hold communication with spurious Masonry. 

I he only additional remedy we can propose is to require all Grand rQ 
to recognize the principle of exclusive and absolute Grand d jurisdiction 
and cease to hold further Masonic intercourse with all those Grand rQ 
who are guilty of violating this principle. We think we have a rightlb 
demand this through Masonic comity. It can hardly be said that any 
Grand Body is our friend which remains on friendly terms with those who 
are continually doing us a wrong, and not only that, but who are openly, 
every day violating the landmarks of the Order, and which may not be 
confined to us 111 their operations. We suggest that every Grand d be 
respectfully and fraternally, yet firmly requested to denounce the en- 
croachment of the Grand Orient of France, or of any other Grand [ — I un- 
on our Jurisdiction, and on persistence in such course, to cease to hold 
further Masonic intercourse with them, or to recognize any of their mem- 
bers as Masons; and should any Grand d neglect or refuse to cease 
holding fraternal relations with such offending Grand Body or Bodies that 
the Grand Master be requested and authorized to stop all further inter- 
course with such recusant Grand d, and consider it as an ally of the com- 
mon enemy of our Order. We would also suggest the appointment of a 

a ^ eferC i n ^ C - t0 some 6Landln g committee, to inquire into the 
history of those Grand Orients who encroach, or favor the encroachment 
upon Grand d jurisdiction, and to ascertain, as far as possible, the doc- 
trines and ideas taught within those Bodies, and by their leading mem- 
bers, and report, from time to time, and as fully as possible at the next 
communication of this Grand d> so that the Grand d may be prepared 
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to act understanding^, and if the facts reported should warrant, to cease 
to hold further communication with those bodies as Masonic organizations, 
or to recognize their initiates as Masons. 

Suppose the Grand ptzzp J of England, Scotland, Ireland &c., re- 
fuse to change their status on this question, must we declare non- 
intercourse ? shall we the children arrogate to ourselves to makh 
laws for our parents? should they or either of them invade any 
American jurisdiction we would make common cause with the inva- 
ded, but as at present advised we think that is going far enough. 

Among the dispensations granted by the Grand Master was as 
follows : 

“ Dante No. 174, to hold a ball for the benefit of its tomb fund, and sub- 
sequently, to have a public procession on the occasion of laying the corner- 
stone of its new tomb, and also to hold the installation of its officers in 
public. ” 

From his decisions we select : 

1. A summons from a I I to a member must be obeyed personally. 

A written response may be received in answer when the brother sum- 
moned is unable to obey the summons in person, giving the reasons why 
he is unable to attend at the time and- place designated in the summons. 
A verbal explanation or excuse given by another brother cannot be deem- 
ed sufficient, if the brother summoned is able to attend in person or write 
his excuse. The W. M. must decide as to the sufficiency of the excuse 
given, either in writing or through a brother. 

Every Mason knows, or should know, that he is solemnly bound to an- 
swer and obey every legal summons emanating from a regular Masonic 
I — 1 . A [summons should not be issued requiring attendance of mem- 
bers, unless it be in the case of a trial, or for the consideration of matters 
of great importance to the 1 — l . or, it may be, in cases where the standing 
of the brother summoned is involved ; but, when issued, the summons 
must be implicitly obeyed, under penalty of Masonic discipline. ThiB law 
of Masonry is too plain and too clear to admit of dispute or argument. 

The following has a bearing upon a question before our Grand 
1 1 at i ts- last session : 

“ Article IV., By-Laws of the Grand CD, prescribes the'method of pro- 
ceeding against a brother * whose trial for offences exclusively belongs to 
the Grand 1 — 1 . ’ without specifying what brothers comes under this clas- 
sification. 

In answer to a question on this point, I decided, that any officer of the 
Grand CDi and any W. M. of a constituent CD) would have a right to de- 
mand a trial before the Grand CD> if .under charges for offences commit- 
ted whilst holding such office; and also Wardens otlS if for acts in con- 
nection with their office, as Warden.” 

The report on Foreign correspondence reviewing the proceedings 
of forty-two Grand [+-] I — Minnesota included, has three names at- 
tached to it, but as the Grand CD appropriated to Bro. Scott five 
hundred dollars, for the report on Foreign correspondence — which 
he generously donated to the Temple fund, we presume the report 
is his. 

We should like to make several selections from this exhaustive 
report, but it is now, 3 o’clock A. M. and we are admonished that 
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it is about time to quit. 

W-"' S. M. Todd, Grand Master, and 

R. . W.-. J. 0. Batchelor, M. D., Grand Secretary, were each re- 
elected. 


MAINE. 


The Ffty- third Annual Communication of the Grand □ of Maine 
was held at Portland, May 7th, 1872. 

One hundred and thirty-five represented ; one hundred and 
fifty-nine on the roll. 

Bight dispensations for new pEp issued during the year. 

Reading the address of the Grand Master we, for the first time, 
learned of the death of one whom we knew for long, long years. 
Abner Thompson, P.-. G.-. M.-. of Maine, “ was raised to the. Su- 
preme Grand □ above, ’ August 4th, 1871. 

The Grand Master pays a feeling and well-merited tribute to his 
memory. Thus has another gone whose acquaintance we made 
near t rty years ago. Of those noble, generous, warm-hearted 
mason's congregated in 1853 and 1856, but few are left.- Every 
year lessens their number. Shall we meet again ? Dunlap, Tucker, 
Lovell, Storer, Wadsworth, Watson, Risk, Gilman, O'Sullivan, 
Stokes, Nelson, Gill, Hillyer, Melody, Puller, French, and many- 
many others. 

We commend the following extract from the address of the 
Grand Master to the careful consideration of the brethren in this 
jurisdiction : 


I cannot permit the opportunity to pass without a few brief words of 
counsel and advice The signs of danger have already appeared in the 
horizon, and we shall be wise if we put our good ship in condition to with- 
stand the shock ot the approaching storm. Ignorant and del uded men are en- 
vious of our increasing popularity, and the timid and foolish are fearful of 
our growth and prosperity. Already combinations are being made against 
us and outside parties are blindly cultivating a hostility which may pos- 
smiy eventuate in another era of darkness and gloom. It is a fact, how- 
ever, that cannot be disguised, no matter how earnestly we may strive to 
ao so, that our most dangerous enemies are within our own lines. The 
great battle is to be fought with ourselves; and the victory, if it is won 
mi i St n .u l 18 antl °f UB - Intemperance, profanity, avarice, envy, malice,' 
and all the long tram of social and moral evils, are endeavoring to under- 
mine our institution; and it will require the earnest and united efforts of 
all good and faithful masons to prevent the structure from tottering and 
crumbling to the earth. We cannot overcome the prejudice of the out- 
side world by arguments or altercations, nor is it necessary that we should 
do so. But we may add materially to the reputation of our fraternity, and 
compel the respect and confidence of the community, by conforming our 
lives to the teachings of our ancient institution. Thus may we do our 
part toward continuing the order in its original purity, and feel the glorl- 
ous satisfaction of having done our duty to our brothers and ourselves. 

(Jne more injunction, not new, but none the less important, I wish to 
impress upon you : Guard -well the outer door. Masonry is judged, to a 
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great extent, by the character of its individual members, and it is of the 
utmost importance that none but honest and upright men gain admission, 
bhat vonr committee can find nothing against a candidate is no reason 
w j u e s ; k* 3 admitted. He should possess sterling qualities of mind 
and heart, without which no man can be a good mason. Give this subject 
the attention its importance demands, and for the future firmly determine 
to raise the standard of your [Ep by guarding -well the outer door. " 

The following resolution was adopted : 

1 Resol ved , That no person shall be admitted to an examination in order 
to visit a CD in this State without being vouched for by a brother or pre- 
senting satisfactory written evidence, under seal, that he is a mason in 
good standing, made in a regular it 

Fortunate for Minnesota masons that but few of them travel way 
up to Maine, as not one in a hundred could visit. We put this res- 
olution on record so that if any do visit Maine, and want to visit a 
□ , they must prepare for it before they start from home. 

Of the report on Foreign Correspondence, in which the proceed- 
ings of forty-six Grand pEEp are reviewed — Minnesota not included 
— suffice to say, it was presented by Bro. Drummond. 

Ottr-M.-. W.-. brother is heavy on the Quebec question. After 
we see his reply to the Indiana Committee, we may be induced to 
say something. 

On the dimit question, he says : 

“ In some jurisdictions it is expressly provided, that a dimit shall not 
be granted, save for sufficient causes, which are specified in some cases; 
but generally the rule is that a member in good standing, and ‘clear of 
the books, is entitled to a dimit whenever he asks tor it. But suppose a 
member not m good standing, but not under charges, asks for a dimit, can 
it properly be refused ? To grant one requires a vote of the | — | . A dimit 
is usually considered an endorsement of the good mosonic'standingoftheone 
receiving it. The question of granting it is submitted to a vote of the rn. 
submitting it to the CD conclusively shows that each member is to vote 
not as a mere matter of form, but for or against the application, as his view 
of duty dictates. If the applicant is one of those who, while not success- 
fully amenable to charges, is yet not a good man or mason, is not the l — I 
clearly justified m voting to refuse the dimit? Must -not this ballot, is 
well as others, be lett to the conscience of each member? It is true, this 
rule will give various standards of action in such cases, as one will refuse 
to give a dim it to a man whose application for membership he would vote 
arc pending » an ° ther wil1 refu8e one onl ^ to those against whom charges 

We hold that a member of a □ is in, good standing , unless charges 
have actually been preferred ; that a vote of the □ is not required 
on an application for a dimit ; that a dimit is nothing more than a 
receipt for moneys paid ; that “ as one will refuse to give a dimit to 
a man whose application for membership he would vote against,” is 
conclusive in our mind why the application should not be subjected 
to the ordeal of the ballot. 

M.\ W.-. David Ouzill was elected Grand Master, and 
R.-. W.*. Ira Berry re-elected Grand Secretary. 
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MASSACHUSETTS. 

Not received. 

MARYLAND. 

An annual communication of the Grand □ of Maryland was held 
at Baltimore, November 20th, 1871; seventy two pg] represented. 

hundred and fifty-four on the roll, four d.spensations for new 
V=U issued during the year. 

One extract from the address of the Grand Master: 

difficult r t ;t th tLn r othefw? 8 f TZsTno't thc ° rder 

course, that an applicant for the privileges ofthe Order^ 1 ! “a “ n ? atter , of 
in order to beconifa Mason. ThSse ffi ^rded’as a rear'd "A 
upright and true in all wa 1 1 a of no. , ub “ reward to the 

as'e^u^iva^enT to an^'mi'ciuestlonAble l certificate a Hat'he ai \vT a S V ^^i a 1 ^®°” 

ISSpsisiS 

be seen on whose report andrc^onslbil^ 

If the latter suggestion was everywhere complied with, there 
would be at least fewer non-affiliates. 

Transactions of local interest. 

No report on Foreign correspondence. 

M.-.W.-.John H. B. Latrobe, Grand Master, and 
E- • . W. • .JacobJH . Medairy , Grand Secretary, were each re-elected . 
MICHIGAN. 

An Annual Communication of the Grand D of Michigan was 
held at Detroit, January 9th, 1872. 

Two hundred and sixty-five represented; two hundred and 
ninety -four on the roll. 

Eleven dispensations for new pg] issued during the year. 

The Grand Master’s address contains several practical sugges- 
tions that cannot be too often presented to the masonic mind. 

We quote : 
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her code is an exaltetfmorality^ herTbiec?\™t° 6 > ter her Sacred P ortals ; 
fection, - ’ ner ob J ect > Maternity, and her type, per- 

ky its votarfes W ^ its benign pr1ncip?es be It 'haTLf’ 'h tl,e a PP licati °“ 
by which it measures applicants for itsVavn^ , alw “f s llad a high standard 
grand objects are han^ny andfraternhv ’ f°^J V a " d .Phvsically. Its 

ho^L^r ‘SL 

tipns, unless each and all of the members of ^ A "^ Ualifica - 
him — unless each and all can feel e lad a n H „ j? L — I can jcllowship 

every duty and every obligation whfch t0 dl8char S e Awards him 

that our masonic ties are reciprocal and lrn P° 6es - We should feel 

our CU we have a friend that sticketh clote^ thn" i hat L" each member of 
ber should say, during the adv^cem^ J? a-T'™' Ifan r mem- 
him to become one of us, ’ then each memher ? and ' date > I do not want 

then neither do I want him ’ Tn n i it?. sho ! ,lc, aiso be ready to say, 

ternity would prevail to their fuIlesRv Jltt con 5 tl ^ ute ^> harmony and fra- 
the tree of masonry bears would ^ yield IS * C Ch ° icest fr “ ifc which 
no discordant element with^ou/rQ to 2 rt heTh ° US ‘ Th « c would b * 
be no strife within our bosoms bet^en^i,®' ^ an I non >'- There would 
3i brotherly love. ” our masom c duty and the exercise 

It will be perceived that the Grand a has changed front on the 
•epresentative system. S the 

The following preamble and resolution were adopted : 

evernl Grand [gl bailee" adopted'"^"^ , re8 ' dent .representatives near the 
lictions; and w] lereas, this systen^has greatfy a'id'id th^ ? f ° ur s ! ster juris- 
ourse between such Grand |fe) and ha?n«»»„ “ ,he . har moniou 8 inter- 

vei^ T ‘s,t 

nd requested to appoint resident represent.^™ hereby authorized 

*“ ,ta u "“' d s “'> »<• « arsiss; ggifo - 

From among the docsion, of the Grand Master, all oi which 
cro approved by th. Grand Q, w o .elect : 

“”* b * - - 

" A man whose left arm is stiff at the elbow.” 

In the years past, we have met with, and presented to, the Grand 

IT 7 g68 T S and plans t0 relieye the brethren from the 
yment oi dues. In the. address of the Grand Master we find an- 
ier, which we quote : 

•Ssftsnesc* ivnxs^te^”, ,toi *• •. 

sly recent origin it has been n,wir subject of du es. Of compara- 
ds to meet the contingent expenses of the^ 068 ^^ means of raisin ff 
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“ Each CU fixes the amount which its members are required to pay an- 
> Dually, ranging from one to five dollars. The result is, either from absence 
or carelessness, many of the brethren neglect to pay their dues promptly, 
and often two, three and even seven years pas3 without payment, thus af- 
fecting the resources of the □ and increasing the liability of the brother, 
and finally, as a last resort, charges are preferred and the brother expelled. 
The question that presents itself is this: Can there be no plan devised by 
which this onerous burthen, often so unhappy in its results, can be avoided ? 
I think a solution of the whole difficulty can be found in the plan adopted 
Kilwinning [.. ], U,D., of Detroit. In this l l no dues are exacted. 
I heir fees for conferring the degrees are forty dollars. Ten dollars of this 
sum is set aside for a fund for permanent investment, which at ten per 
cent, produces one dollar annually as interest. This interest is used in 
paying the contingent expenses. 

I recommend the subordinate [§] in this jurisdiction to adopt a by-law. 
ist. That any member who is clear of the books shall be, on paying to the 
I — 1 sum of ten dollars, forever thereafter exempt from paying dues to 
the | — c’. 2d. ft hat where the fees charged for degrees are fixed at twenty- 
one dollars, they be changed to thirty-one dollars, and that on receiving 
the third degree a certificate be given each brother, to the effect that he 
having paid to the CZJ ten dollars, is forever exempt from the payment of 
dues. 

Their by-laws should further provide for the investment of the funds 
thus received, so that it should be both safe and productive. The amount 
tb be paid would of course be fixed by each □, having regard to the sum 
necessary to be raised for contingent expenses. 

In pursuing this course, the money once paid continues to earn the an- 
nual sum in lieu of dues for all time, even after the brother who paid it has 
passed to "that undiscovered country from whose bourne no traveler re- 
turns," thus producing to the □ a lasting benefit.” 

In such [in^ J as have no dues, we hear of no trouble about non- 
affiliates. 

* Adopt some plan to avoid the necessity of annual dues, or abol- 
ish the affiliation fee. We cpmmend this matter to the earnest at- 
tention of, the to the end that at the next session of the 

Grand □ the matter may be considered understandingly. 

The committee on Appeals and Grievances had quite a number 
of cases referred to them. We select one : 

“ Newaygo CH, No. 131, filed a complaint against Pilgrim I — I . No. 180, 
charging that Pilgrim 1 . 1 had initiated a candidate before he had resided 
six months in the jurisdiction, also in making an improper use of the key. 
From the admission of the parties, it appears that the candidate was in- 
itiated under a misapprehension, and that as soon as the mistake was dis- 
covered, Pilgrim CZ) declined to confer any more degrees on him until a 
constitutional period had expired; and, as to the improper use of the key, 
we find that it was used some two years ago by a former W.\ M.-., but has 
not been used for the purpose complained of lately, or by the present 
W.\ M.\ 

The committee say : “ improper use of the key. ” May we in- 
fer that they recognize a proper use of the key ? If so, please in- 
form us what is proper. Is there an authorized -key? We have 
seen one in another jurisdiction — a printed book, and on the fly- 
leaf in front a written certificate that it was the authorized work of 
the Grand □, and signed by a grand officer. 

/ 
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Bro. Fenton presented the report on Foreign correspondence 
in which he reviews with his usual ability the proceedings of Forty- 
three Grand |ir~) I, Minnesota included. , 

We have referred to our report of 1871, and find that the word 
“all” was omitted, 1 inserting it the sentence will read as we intend- 
ed it should. Satisfactory, Bro. Fenton? 

“We do not concur in all their conclusions,” we had reference 
more particularly to that part relating to “ expenses.” We stated 
facts, from experience, — whether they may be used as an argument 
for, or against the system. 

M.‘. W.-. Henry Chamberlain was elected Grand Master, and 
W.-. James Fenton re-elected Grand Secretary. 

fe' MISSOURI. 

The fifty-second annual communication of the Grand □ of Mis- 
souri was held at St. Lpuis October 15th, 1872, 

One hundred and eighty three pEgJ represented. 

Four hundred and sixteen on the roll. 

Thirty-two dispensations for new [H — I * issued during the year. 

The address of the Grand Master comprises thirty-four pages in 
small type, of the copy of the proceedings before us, and yet it ap- 
pears to us to be brief, — no single adjective can express our ad- 
miration of it. 

In making copious extracts, we believe that we are doing signal 
service to the brethren of this jurisdiction. 

The paragraphs we select, treat of matters that we do not re- 
member to have seen noticed in any previous addresses or reports. 

“ BUSINESS AND MASONRY. ” 

“ Business is speculation — Masonry is speculative. So far they are alike, 
and thus widely do they differ. Business is severe and grasping in pur- 
suit of its interests — Masonry is merciful and open-handed in the perfor- 
mance of its charities. The inexorable laws by which fortunes are built, 
have little in common with those which govern the Masonic structure. 
One of the most fruitful sources of trouble and vexation to Masons every- 
where is the thoughtless persistency of many brethren in dragging their 
unfortunate business ventures into the CD for hearing and adjustment. 
They ring the changes of dollars and cents and Masonic obligations in the 
I — I ar >d °ut of it, as if they thought that Masonry had in some mysterious 
manner modified the usual forms of transacting the common affairs of life. 
This is an error that leads to many unpleasant consequences, and the 
sooner it is recognized as such and corrected, the better it will be for the 
prosperity of the H=P and the harmony of the Brotherhood. More than 
half the Masonic trials have their origin in private business matters, which 
have become entangled in the awkward hands ot the parties to them ; and 
when a satisfactory solution appears to be impossible, the cry of ‘fraud’ is 
raised, and the grievance is brought before the Cl] in the shape of charges. 
There is a trial, and a Mason is suspended or expelled for ‘gross unmason- 
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and the defrauding premeditated— H ip dmn * 1 U 1 t° have been 

Sjs k .& ?r£;rr ”™“ * 'sas 

£Sr,ss„airi£s£i7«",t 

S3s3S»r?« 

by means known to business men. Then norahl r ,ji. t ' on 
nobody could have been defrauded a „d „ > «» c uld bave come, 

called in question That’. busfness? 006 8 MaB ° n ^ could have b ^ 


llIS VPTV Q^rinue U>. n .' n .. 


profession^* by 1 turnm J'u^mo'thi's'^ver^'qi* Sf Tl ° nd COInpromise Hta 

privilege in his business affidrs nriJh«*i Ch “*l or “ emption . or special 
such favors to another It his nniMnL . ?° CS “ °j ,li ^ te him to grant 
and when it touches them it is sure toleth^hands soiled' 1 

Such relief should be freel/bestowed 1 ? If his^mi^ f ^ ue . MaBonic s P>rit. 
Masonry? ^ “» * ™ ^ * -S X! £SSFfi& 

sense, te^n^S^SfcSdta' busfn'Sft '? bu8ineSS ' In the Ba - 
blood brothers often play ?s intagS. ? r UBineBS > s . a game in which 
against each other every advantage ?ir ar f justified in using 

superior qualifications generally 8 Brottee ? 'm ' know,ei % e > foresight and 
the same privileges in thei? ?^! • r ? tJ,er Masons avail themselves of 

nate in^favor'of the larglTSa^of thei^hreti? 56 ’ We J e ^ to dhcrimi ' 
guard their business interests exclusively tlmv "would permit Masonry to 
withdraw from the field of trade defeated 8 a be f ° rced to 
charity. ae ae,eatecl > routed, and objects of future 

Masonry, aKerity* T g. a jn a "d wealth .— 

the other without detriSto boh W^thev' 

confusion that ensues in our Order. W " 1 ' y d * et us observ c the 

- ■« j -ns. 

brother to his word and bond nf r.,;Pi u ! llmse ^i expects to hold his 
both. Thecontmcttonavi?notfn?fi^ h ^f n « e means well known to 
the bond. There fs no wav of ex^ te il ’;^^ 6 m ° ne y'cnder insists on 

“ d » h " ,,h »“p - 
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some obligations. There is neither business nor Masonry in this usmre 
often ?PP 1,ed and pursued to the extreme penalty— Masonic death! 
ho is more to blame, the prosecuting witness or the’ victim? The for" 
mer has nothing to substantiate his claim in the courts, and under the 

fo^ amtenVf d ,u r0V,ded f ° r the ad j U8tmen ‘ °f such business, and he there 
fore appeals to the n as a sort of collecting engine, or a private patent 

enrfoh ldmself W 'rrl'i ’V 5 ^ 6 to , c ‘ orrect his own mistakes, and pos’sibly to 
f J™ himself. If the flesh-and-blood bond be satisfied by the payment of 
f h “ 5 £?‘ b ' amount of money, all is well; the debtor is a good Mason if not 
the helpless bankrupt is cast beyond the pale ol the Brotherhood The 
case represented may be an extreme one. It is, nevertheless given as an 
|'“wf on of What too orten happens in [ED, and for the purpose of warn- 
e M -°n* against such gross inconsistencies. Money i 6 P the hinge upon 
whichsuch a trial turns, and the money consideration decides it. 8 A trial 
', R ° f Mas “ ns 8 h°uld be founded in and conducted upon Masonic 
principles, and the only case m which a money consideration can Wifi. 
mateiy appear m a Masonic trial is in debts and dues, taking the attitude of 
wronging and defrauding the □ itself. This has nothing fodo with bust 

H - f ‘u Smg lo P a 7 dues a Violation of a compact which the r— i 
makes with every member, upon which rests many of his privileged aS 
Mason and the very existence of the □ itself as an instrument for the 
MasmbcTaws? 111 0fg0 ° d - Such <:aseB are specially provided for by our 

is excusable for violating his word, or betraying a truBt re- 
F° J‘ n b "]\ b >’ a brother, or any other person. He shoul / be held strict- 

world°s moni 6 ° rhlS aC o aC u 0rdin S to our moral standard, and not bv the 
world s money-gauge. On the other hand, Masons cannot be too eyeful 

“ br0thcr to tbe da,1 ff er of forfeiting his word by seem.ngto 
be Mrtleto Z-rFn * 1 ?u C of . ne „ ed -. and imposing conditions w?dch he mav 
crrncp b r i° perfo , r , m ' * hus inflicting upon him irreparable injury and dis- 
grace. Leave collecting debts to agents, constables and courts Vet 
usiness be strictly business, and Masonry remain purely Masonry and 

the purposf of ^the n oTh n . grUO r Se ^T n ' S two ' ma ^ e one subserve 

nar Slij'" th Grant bus,nes accommodations only at their 

war^courTe an7th n e S ^ Ma - S ,?K iC Puraue this ^aightfor- 

f ' U 1 EP, will be spared an infinitude of trouble in conduct- 
ing trials of a character that should never come before them. conauct ' 

the secret ballot. 

.«bK iras ar-as assajr 

mental and unalterable, and without them Freemasonry could not exis^at 
all. They are a positive prohibition of discord in their inception and 

tngly troubJesome whenever they arise in a rn They we enTirelv he" 

iMUPssssS 

sisiifsi'ississ 

case it is hard for SSrnto ? ho »- majr pr - esent him8elf - In either 

pulse to surrender tts charter S ' tUatl ° n *****“*’ and re8ist the 
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^ M 8 ™ what . ma y be termed the abuses of the secret bal- 
No Mas , on °[ an Y experience will deny that these abuses 
l a "V?u e b “ t „ h “ * nown some palpable instance of wrong 
h through the ballot box. ' A sacred right to the many has ap® 

a the t0 do Wrong wh!ch admits °f no redress. 
To remove the wrong would be to root up the right. In our immutable 
constitutions the Great Charter of Freemasonry itself was locked up for 
safety, and the key purposely thrown away and lost. Conceived and 

rtrvpfn /° rt t h I ?-’ rut .,' . ll adm ‘t* of no change but growth and the natural 
development of its vital organisms, and it was intrusted to pure hands. 

Sh e hul ‘T- Pre8er . ' 11 is perfect; butin its contact and struggle 
with hbman passions, its very perfections are sometimes distorted into 

I?!!' 8 and T, ade t . he l , means °f injustice. U is to be deeply regretted 

T„ th f5? in th0 °. rder wh0 are 80 * r fr O'n being masons as to 
seize on the ballot box as an instrument of vengeance. 

Humiliating as this admission is, it is nevertheless an honest confession 

an f rrefo™ ke ThoV 0 | WUllh f° ld ’i f0r !t be the be g inn 'ng of repentance 
lh T 4 u n0 e wide-spread, nor ,s !t contagious: but it roots 
ke , ca ° cer ln the body of a CU where it exists, and slowly but 
surely wastes it away. Some of our [Ep are now suffering from it, and 
l , he hl f be8t enjoyment of health, peace and prosperity, they have 
been plunged into the depths of weakness and despondency. T(ieir energy 

si SM’JfSS! '°' pM “* ******. » “ rJS 

All this Simply because one member, perhaps, has been disappointed In 
his aspirations for office; annoyed by the rejection of the petition of a per- 

° r b T ai,Be f? me accueed brother was not expelled. 
Forgetful of the high power he wields for good or evil; oblivious of his du- 
ties as a mason, and even forswearing his honor as a man, he resorts to the 
']f v 1 e J ,ge ,°f tbe . ballot h 051 ’ and f" dcs himself behind its unquestionable 
right and inviolable secrecy. He strikes at the vitals of masonic fellow- 
ship, and from that moment the CD is dead. 

.i*^ S a anCe8 i haVe ,° aCll T e . d !n , which this destroying spirit assumed a bolder 
attitude, and proclaimed in the a and out of It, in private and public, on 

the streets and highways, That no more work should be done in — f— i 

as every application would be black-balled— the dissatisfied mason himidf 
announcing that he would do the deed. In such cases there is speedy re- 
dress in charges of ‘gross unmasonic conduct, 1 and expulsion from the 
sanctuary so wantonly profaned. 

There is some merit of hardihood or even bravery in the latter exhibition 

r ,? ge ’ or **• discloses an enemy who lays himself open to attack, and 
challenges combat. It is the covert foe from which the □ suffers most. 
He is truly a serpent in a dove’s nest, and as he enjoys his revenges in se- 
Whe -l Ve . r be 1S ’ or whoever he may be, he is not likely to charge 
that the epithet above applies personally or particularly to him. He will 
know it himself, and keep it among his other masonic secrets. 

Let him keep the secret, and let him resolve hencetorth to be a man and 
a ™ a f i ° n - , Lat him realize if he never did before, the essential purity of 
the thing he has soiled, and the solemnity of the privileges with which he 
has been trifling, and he will not have read these words in vain He will 
thereafter use the secret ballot as contemplated in the design and structure 
“L, eemasonry— the guard of purity, the key-note of -harmony, and the 
soul of honor. He will feel himself free from the tyranny of petty spite, 
and once more a reasonable, responsible, independent man. He will re- 
alize with a keen sensibility the truth in these words: 

‘ ’Tie pleasant to have a giant's strength, 

But tyrannous to useit like a giant, 7 " 

The Grand Master reported twenty-seven decisions, besides sev- 
eral special rulings. As this report is made for the information of 
the brethren, we propose to present a few of the decisions and his 
arguments in support thereof. 
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FIRST — VERBAL OBJECTION AFTER RECEPTION OF PETITION. 

“■Question. — After a petition for the mysteries has been received and re* 
ferred to a committee, a member of the □□ informs the master that he has 
objections to the applicant. The objector is absent when the ballot is 
taken} and the candidate is elected. In vievvof the verbal objection ought 
the Master to have declared the candidate ‘rejected,’ the clear ballot not* 
withstanding? 

A rgutnent. — When the objection was made, the I I had already trans- 
ferred its jurisdiction into the hands of its committee. A member cannot 
step in between the l l and its'committee to record an objection. The 
members of the committee are the proper judges of all objections, and 
should report according to information received and convictions as to the 
applicant’s qualifications. Should the candidate be elected, the right to 
object still exists, and the degree cannot be conferred in the face of the ob- 
jection. 

Decision. — An objection cannot be entertained by the Master after a pe- 
tition is referred to a committee and before a ballot is taken. It is also in- 
competent for the Master to declare any applicant ‘ rejected ’ who has been 
elected by the members present, on the ground that an absent brother has 
objections to his admission, but the objection must be entertained by the 
Worshipful Master to prevent the conferring of the degree." 

“ SECOND — OBJECTIONS TO THE RECEPTION OF A PETITION, VALID. 

After a petition for initiation and membership is read, and before a com- 
mittee is appointed, it is the right of a member to object to the applica- 
tion being entertained. The petition is not yet the property of the | — i. 
and it is useless to encumber its proceedings with business which com- 
prises no part of its duty, and which cannot result to its advantage. In 
such a case it is fair to presume that the candidate would be rejected, then 
why not reject the petition while it is in the lodge’s power to do so? At 
this stage of the proceedings the Master should refuse to receive the peti- 
tion, and order it to be returned to the applicant without any action what- 
ever. ’’ 

“ THIRD — REMOVAL OF OBJECTIONS. 

Question . — Docs an objection to the advancement of a candidate for de- 
grees remain valid and binding upon the □□ after the objector has been 
suspended from the rights and privileges of Masonry? 

Argument. — It has already been decided that the removal from the l — I 
by death, or expulsion of the objector, removes the objection so far as he 
is individually concerned, and the candidate is at liberty to proceed. The 
same principle holds good and applies in the case of suspension. A sus- 
pended mason is no longer affiliated with the I I . and his name is accord- 
ingly dropped from the roll of members. His dues cease while he is under 
suspension. He has nothing whatever to do with the business of the l — l . 
and consequently his objection to any work the □ may have in hand has 
lost its force and effect. 

On other grounds. — Any one who thinks so little of masonry as to re- 
fuse to pay his dues, or so lightly as to commit any offense against its reg- 
ulations requiring his suspension by the certainly ought not to have 
the power and privilege of objecting to a candidate taking masonic de- 
grees, or influencing in any manner the work of the l — l . If he wishes to 
exercise his prerogative of preserving the purity and good-fellowship of 
the order by interposing his objections to candidates, he must keep in good 
standing himself. The fact that he has been suspended is not a good in- 
dorsement of his judgment as a Masonic Censor. 

Decision. — An objection to the advancement of a candidate is removed 
by the dismission, expulsion or suspension of the objector from the I — i . ” 
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M FOURTH — -OBJECTIONS TO PETITION OR ADVANCEMENT. 

Decision * — Objections to the reception of a petition for initiation or mem- 
bership, also objections to the advancement of a candidate, must be made 
in open □□ by the objector, if present, or by some brother authorized to 
act for him, and in his name, if absent; and that the fact of objection and 
the name oi the objector must be duly recorded in the minutes, to be 
valid. M 

** FIFTH — EDUCATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS. 

Question . — Is n man who can neither read nor write a proper candidate 
for the mysteries of Masonry? 

Argument* — It seems singular Lliat this question should arise in this day 
and generation, and yet it does. In judging of its merits we must consid- 
er the general enlightenment of the age, and recognize the fact that the 
Masonic Order, occupying its advanced position, ought to reflect truly the 
intelligence of the community at large. By taking this view of the re- 
sponsibilities involved, every intelligent mason will be able to decide for 
himself the standard of intelligence to which he is willing to give his 
sanction. 

Decision . — By the terms of our law every applicant for the mysteries of 
Masonry is required to sign his name to his petition. Ilis attested mark, 
which is made competent in common law, does not answer the masonic 
pm pose ol a signature, and cannot be recognized as valid on a petition for 
our mysteries. M 

V “SIXTH — WITHDRAWAL OF CHARGES, 

It oflen happens that, when the time for trial comes, there is a disposi- 
tion and a movement among some of the members of the | — i to dispose 
of the case by having the charges withdrawn without a hearing. This may 
arise from various causes. The brother at whose instigation the charge's 
were brought, may wish at the last moment to screen himself from the 
odium and consequences of a malicious prosecution; or the brethren may 
desire by this short process to avoid the tedium of hearing the evidence, 
and feel themselves competent to Judge the case by what they already 
Know of it. 

“ If the first cause were the fact, great injustice would be done the ac- 
cused, as he would have no opportunity of vindicating his character in the 
I — ! > neither would justice be meted to his accuser. If the second were 
the motive, the i i would inflict an irreparable injury upon its own body, 
upon the fraternity at large, and prove itself unfit to hold its charter. 

* 1 Decided . — That charges brought regularly and in due form before a 

L — I cannot lie withdrawn without a trial, except some palpable error has 
been committed in regard to the identity of the accused or the fact of the 
oilense, of which error the Master shall be the judge, and in such a case 
the charges may be dismissed by a two-thirds vote. If the offense be 
non-payment of dues, only payment of dues disposes of the charge. ” 

“SEVENTH — LODGES U. D. COMPETENT TO TRY NON-AFFILIATES. 

u Non-affiliated Masons are subject to the penal discipline of the 1 — l 
under whose jurisdiction they reside. Our law is direct and explicit on 
tliis point. Our Grand i i has decided that fEp U. D. may make Masons, 
affiliate members, and exercise actsof discipline upon their members char- 
ged with Masonic offenses. They do all these things, of the very first im- 
portance in our Masonic economy. They cannot elect officers because of 
the unaccomplished conditions of their organization, but under our law 
and usages they are clearly competent to perform all the other functions 
°W M Ma *°*» according to the terms of the warrant by the authority 
of which they work. 

*i^?ir* ave aut h° r,ze d U. D. to do the very highest Masonic acts — 
make Masons, and take Masonic life. These powers granted, there was 
no reason in withholding the right to perform all minor acts consistent 
with the conditional organization of the body. 
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“One question under this head remains to be settled, and it is. one out of 
which arises a great deal ot uncertainty and confusion. 

« Has a I — l U. D, the right by its warrant under our law to try non- 

affilinted Masons ? , 

“Why not: We have granted it the power to try its own members, 
•who have more Masonic rights at stake and more interest in the fraternity 
than anv non-affiliated Mason can have; and we have the law that a non- 
affiliate' is subject to the penal discipline of the CH “££ J f r whose jurisdic- 
tion he resides. The whole theory of the status of [Q U. D. is very plain, 
if we work out its legitimate results in practice. Above all, let our usage 
be harmonious, and perfectly consistent with the law; and if our law be 
imperfect, let us mend it or abolish. 

a Decided , That a l — l U. D. is competent to try non-affiliates who reside 
within its jurisdiction, as well as its own members. 

“ EIGHTH. — PENAL JURISDICTION OVER NON-AFFILIATES.” 

« Question . — A Master Mason residing within the local jurisdiction of a 
l — | . petitioned (or membership. He went away before a report was ren- 
dered, and took up his residence under the jurisdiction of another CD- 
“The committee reported adversely, and assigned good reasons— reasons 
sufficient to demand a speedy investigation by tne CD- 1 he Master deem- 
ed it his duty to postpone ttie ballot and allow charges to intervene, that 
the applicant might be tried in that CD, lest, if rejected, he might get pos- 
session of his dimit, to which he would be entitled, go elsewhere, and im- 
pose upon the Fraternity where his evil deeds and notoriously bad charac- 
ter were not known. It was claimed by some of the members that, as the 
accused hud removed his residence into the jurisdiction of another □, and 
was stall non-affiliated, therefore the CH in which his petition was pend- 
ing had no penal jurisdiction over him, and that only the □ in whose 
jurisdiction he lived could try him as a non-affiliate. Others held that, as 
the accused had lived among them, was known to them as a Master Mason, 
petitioned their □ for membership, and committed crimes under their 
eyes, therefore they had ample jurisdiction, and should try the case with- 
out reference to the removal of residence. 

“ A rsrumentj — The case presented is a very plain one, as to the duty of 
a min the premises, although its probable result involves a question, for 
thedefinite settlement of which we have no positive.]™. According to 
our law a non-affiliated Mason is subject to the penal discipline o the CD 
under whose jurisdiction he resides. The object of the law is evidently to 
assert and exercise control over all non-affiliated Masons m our jurisdic- 
tion. and not to prescribe the jurisdiction of the various [ED. It contem- 
plates that all Masons within our borders, whether affiliated, or non-afhli- 
ated, shall be subject to the restraints and discipline of masonic law, and 

th "\vhen the application of a non-affiliated Mason for membership is be- 
fore a m, the CD undoubtedly has penal jurisdiction over him, no mntter 
where the residence of the applicant may be. Even though he may have 
removed out of our grand jurisdiction after the reception ol his petition, he 
is still subject to the election or rejection of the CD— why not subject also 
to its discipline ? The CD to which he has applied for membership lias 
sole charge of his rights and claims as a Mason, and sets itself to the duty 
of inquiring into his character. In short, he trusts his whole case to the 
r — !• he cannot withdraw his petition and dimit from the CH> nor can the 
m dispose of the application except by ballot, according to our present 
law. To that extent he belongs to the CD- , „ , . 

“ It is just as certain that the Master may postpone the ballot m any 
case when justice to the petitioner, to the Masonry in general, seem, 

in hiS judgment, to demand such delay ot action. While the ballot is thus 
in abeyance, it is competent to bring charges against the applicant, for the 
same reason that it would also be competent lor the CD l » elect or reject 
him if the ballot were ordered. Ifthe accused be tried and acquitted, the 
ballot tor membership must be taken, which disposes otthe case finally. 
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bv “, A " d th f ^ ueBtion b ^ fo / e alluded to, not definitely provided 

H the accused be suspended or expelled, the |— j cannot after- 
wards ballot on the petition tor membership, in conformity to law, because 
it cannot elect as a member a suspended or expelled Mason, and there is> 

eTedT^XV^^ °" C - TW8 PWU,i ^ fC<llt ' re ° f the 

.ui f> C C ' S ' 0 "' A "p n "°®l> a ted Mason, when he petitions a r~ i formeniber- 
ship becomes subject to the penal jurisdiction of the CTI which he has 
"Without reierence to a removal of his residence. The ballot on 
has petition may be delayed if charges intervene; the trial proceedings 
and a verdict of suspension or expulsion finally dispose ol the petition and, 
by law, ^ 8land the P,aCe ° fa bal,ot for rejection, ^as'provided 

THIRTEENTH. NO RESTRAINT ON AFFILIATION. ,r 

ha *. a b T' law requiring a Master Mason to live with 
ca jurisdiction six months before he can present his dimit and 
petition for membership. Is such restraint on affiliation valid ? 

si.bier^WhT 1 °‘ ,r Grand o constitution and laws are silent on the 
subject. Such a i egulation by a □ is, however, contrary to the spirit and 
purpose o the laws we have. We have been making laws and rc^uilations 

in " nd nQt t0 retard We have'nsserted 

L l and I' hrases ’ thal every Master Mason in good stand- 

. . g V a contributing member of some l — I. and ought not to carry 

Ins dimit in h,s pocket, and claim to be a worthy Mason k, the perform 

“rrfufh guard’ed 8 d S -m| h ‘- TI ? orol,gh !- v grounded in this principle ,we have 
Irm niuf kf- dimission by positive laws, and have endeavored to re- 
and hindrances to the speedy ulfiliation of those 
conflict wTth the h? H r C : - Therafore - while have no law in direct 
tnforcemen of LI,' T ° f the 0 abovc relerred to - thc operation and 
estabfiXd ,,/jp { “ re °PP° scd “> our cherished principles and 

dWbWbTlJdd^iinn If a 'v,° r reglllali °n restraining affiliation as to 
oftfn residence near a C 3 could not fail to thwart our 
often expressed purpose of gathering all worthy brethren into our Masonic 

brot'h P yv d v OUre ^ 1 r C,t regl,lations h would even constitute a bar to a 

th?ee ttael wtfhoi^nl?-’’, ■ mo . nth s ' ? r , he is not entitled to visit more than 
miec times without petitioning and depositing his dimit. During a nroba- 

n ’°m > i S re . sidence without Masonic intercourse, the freat fear 

all to iointo?yy 08e K ntere8t - and at the c ” d of the term make no effort at 
° } n the □; whereas, our aim should be to keep a brother’s Masonic 
ton! warm and in continual living action. He ought, therefore to be ner 

fTxed his^esidCnL 80 -^/ 16 "T ele . ct ’ ns 600n as P 0Bsibie after he^ias 
nxea nis residence, Our law, also, gives him free choice of his Masonic 

ofwrrttcfcbiilSIhi 10 local J u , risdiction of® his dimit and knowledge 
fraternity?' b g h recognized Passports to immediate consideration and 

on affili^ regulation of a a which places a restraint 

void/’ 1 ‘ f ’ 1S c °ntrary to our usage, inoperative and 

SEVENTEENTH. — APPROVAL OF MINUTES. " 

Jl?“' V ""' - 7 h S? inutes ofa CD are not ‘adopted they are ‘approved ’ 
ment l of e tbe C h rd - 0f thC P r ° ceedin S s - If they do not furnish a correct state- 
orm tothe fncu ne nr a ' oaght to be ""taed and made to con- 
thev nnlni ° b J ectlon s to minutes can only be entertained when 

EiveOTDortnnit^7,r.?, r rb m ^ iss.onstn the record, and the Master should 
nounre fli?, y ? 1 eorrect,on I if none is suggested, he should an- 

must sta tc whi n lhe l, r^’ P l ? r ed r ° rder thc lact noted ' The minutes 
must state what the did, so far as necessary or practicable If it did 

Th^rtmedv^luf/h ^ T**^ 8 bein S a PP rovcd , will not correct’ the error, 
i nc remedy must be applied in another way.*' 



“ TWENTY- FIRST — LAWFUL INFORMATION. 

“Decision, — A, B and C meet. A has sat in □ with C,and C has sat in 
CD with B. It is competent for C to introduce Brother A to Brother B, 
stating that he vouches lor him as a Master Mason, or a Mason of either 
of the other grades, in which he may know him. Aftersuch introduction 
A can vouch for B for the purpose of visiting, as though he had sat with 
nun in open i j. Such a voucher is equivalent to sitting in I — I. as re- 
quired by our law.” 

Of this latter the eommitlee say: 

Twenty- first . — \ our committee fully concur with the decision in ref- 
erence to lawful information It a mason can never be vouched for except 
by some brother who has sat in □ with him, the right of visitation would 
be narrowed down considerably. When you come to draw it down as fine 
as that, we might sug gest that the committee of examination themselves 

have never sat in | | with the vistor. We believe that rB] should he very 

careful about strange visitors, but they should not overdo the tiling. ” 

“Our law contemplates three modes of ‘restoration ’ by the Grand i — i ; 

First. —When a member is expelled, and appeals to the Grand □ for a 
new trial, and the Grand t i orders such trial, the member is ipso facto 
restored to membership ’ under charges, as he was before the triai took 
place. ’ 

Second . — When an expelled member appeals to the Grand I — I on account 
ol irregularity in the trial, or that there was nosuch trial as contemplated 
by the law, and the Grand CD, upon investigation, finds the ground of ap- 
peal correct, and thereupon decides the trial null and void, the mason is 
restored to membership, ’ as though no trial had ever taken place. 

Third.— When an expelled member appeals to the Grand for a miti- 
gation of sentence, on the ground ot reformation, or too great severity of 
sentence, or any other form of appeal for mercy, the Grand i — i may re- 
store him to ‘good masonic standing,’ and a certificate to that effect 'is is 
sued to him by the Grand Secretary, upon which lie may apply to his old 
HU, or to any other f~~l. for membership, as in case of non -affiliates. 

Under th e p lain terms of the law, I have also decided that all reversals 
by Grand CU of verdicts of suspension restore to membership, without 
such restoration being actually expressed. ” 

‘‘THIRD — BLANK BALLOTS. 

At elections for officers, in determining the majority of all the votes 
cast, it has been the custom to count the blank ballots in making up the 
general result. This is right, because there should be a clear majority to 
elect, and it would otherwise be impossible to control the facetia and va- 
garies of a few of our brethren, who insist upon voting a piece of white 
paper, or for some one who is not a member of the | — | . probably not a ma- 
son. AH such ballots, if cast by members, ought to be counted and set 
down to blank. In trials, a different rule prevails. It is a more serious 
business. Our law provides that every member of the □ present shall 
vote, and vote a written ticket according to order, and also that blank bal- 
ots shall not be counted in the result. This is a good provision, and in- 
sures a termination of the trial without regard to trifling. ” 

“SIXTH — ELIGIBILITY OF PAST MASTERS. 

Masters of r _§] and Past Masters, when they visit rH, are entitled to 
certain courtesies, which are suggested by the rank they have attained at 
nome. last Masters of other jurisdictions, when they move into ours, 
and become members of [EEp, are entitled to all the courtesies extended to 
1 Masters of our own jurisdiction. The □ elects them members of 
its own body, but does not, at the same time, elect them members of the 
ran 1 — l- They thus become entitled to all the rights appertaining to 
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(heir rank, except membership in the Grand by reason of their rank 
as Past Masters in another jurisdiction. • We do not adopt Grander mem- 
bership; that must be attained by every member, according to our own 
regulations.’' 

“ A SERIOUS JOKE. 


Application was made to me to allow an applicant for the mysteries ot 
masonry to withdraw his petition from the □; he having signed the pe- 
tition with his eyes open, and sent it in, fee enclosed, with his purse open, 
but afterwards reconsidered, 'and said it was all done in a joke. 

I refused his very jocular request, and instructed the CH to inform him 
that masonry was no joke, and could tolerate no levity from othcis. 

He was said to be a good man, and he stood in imminent dangeroi elec- 
tion. If the brethren look him in, with his jovial proclivities, he ought 
to make it lively tor that ’’ 


The report on Foreign Correspondence, reviewing the proceed- 
ings of forty-three Grand |HEp, was presented by Bro. Gouley. The 
term “ exhaustive ”*will truly apply. It comprises one hundred 


and sixty-eight closely printed pages, in small type. 

We take back a remark made by us a few years since, and will 
consider Bro. Gouley as belonging to our society — old fogies. ’ 
We say, for the information of Bro. Gouley, that the “ commit- 
tee ” did not break down. ” There is said to he a “ skeleton m 
every family, "—suffice to say that the fling alluded to is only the 
continuation of a course long since inaugurated, the child,— not 
of viciousness,— but of egotism, ignorance and imbecility. 

Bro. Gouley deserves great credit for the style in which the pro- 
ceedings are presented ; quotations or original matter distinguish- 
able at a glance, while headings and sub-headings indicate oach sub- 
ject treated of. A model pamphlet. 

M.-. W.-. Samuel H. Owens was elected Grand Master, and 
R.-. W.-. G. F. Gouley re-elected Grand Secretary. 


MISSISSIPPI. 


The Fifty-fourth Anuual Communication of the Grand □ of 
Mississippi was held at Holly Springs, January 22d, 1872. 

Two hundred and thirteen [fgl represented ; three hundred and 
forty-six on the roll. 

Eight dispensations for hew [EEp issued during the year. 

From the address of the Grand Master we quote : 

this extended field to our own Jurisdiction, the evidences 
ind progress of Freemasonry are not so cheering. * rom 
District Deputy Grand Master, it will be seen that, in a 
stricts, the Adopted work has been more correctly and 
• good order and harmony prevails; and what is still 
here is a manifest determination to enforce the penalties 
he Masonic Law— particularly with respect to profanity, 


“ Turning from 
of the prosperity a 
the reports of the 
majority of the di 
generally diffused 
more gratifying, tj 
for infraction of t 
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drunkenness and gaming, In some of them, however, the condition of 
Masonry is anything but encouraging. In some localities, so great is the 
indifference to, or forgetfulness of, masonic obligations, that serious injury 
is being inflicted on our Ancient and Honorable Institution. [El which 
were once flourishing and prosperous, are now languishing, and the ele- 
ments of peace, brotherly love and relief are giving place to asperity, dis> 
cord and selfishness.” 

The lollowing resolution was adopted hv the Grand i — I 

“ Resolved, That it is the sense of this Grand that it is unimionic 
for any of the delegates or members of this Grand □ to wear their jew- 
els outside of the Q room, unless under authority of the Grand l — I . ” 

From the repot t on Masonic Law arid Jurisprudence, we select : 

“A great many of the questions which have arisen of late years, your 
committee attribute to the fact that the growth of Masonry and the in- 
crease of [Ep and members have been so great in the last twenty years, 
that the organizations have, in many instances, been crude, and a large 
proportion of the material worked into our Mystic Temple has been rough 
ashlers, and Lhey have been hurried on from one degree to another with 
such haste that they have not been polished so as to ornament the moral 
and intellectual edifice which we labor so hard to build, and which we 
design and hope shall have no equal on earth except the Sacred Temple 
erected and dedicated to the service of the living God. It began in wis- 
dom' — it should not be destroyed by ignorance. We boast of our ‘great 
lights’ in masonry. We have had them ; we have them now, and we trust 
we shall have more of them, Error and ignorance must give way to light 
and truth. The contest which we witness from year to year, and which 
gives us so much trouble, is between intelligence and light on the one 
hand, and ignorance and bigotry on the other. The body of our Craft do 
not read and investigate; you cannot get one in twenty to procure a Ma- 
sonic periodical at a cost of one or two dollars a year; a large number of 
them do not even own a manual. They learn the ritual after a fashion, be- 
cause any mason Who has memory can learn that; but how sad is the 
thought that some of our best ritualists and ‘brightest masons ’ cannot 
give a reason for anything that is communicated, and certainly cannot ex- 
plain the legendary history on which our degrees are founded. The ‘beauty 
qncl glory ’ of our time-honored institution is to be found in the magnifi- 
cence of its legendary history and its philosophy. 

“ It were better, in the opinion of your committee, that each d] in the 
State should have one dozen members intelligent and well informed than 
to boast of their hundred members without the necessary knowledge to 
enable them to pass themselves as ‘workmen most rare,’ if they should 
happen to get out of their Q jurisdiction. The indulgence in the iore- 
going remarks is caused by the frivolous questions which were put to vour 
committee during the last year, many of which your committee have not 
reported, and thev are satisfied that your Grand Body would excuse them 
if they knew their character. ” 

“ Question. Bro. A. charged with perjury, and having made oath before 
a . ne g rt jj lis t ,ce °f th e peace that he would abstain from drink for a certain 
time. The evidence to substantiate this charge was simply the certificate 
of tbe negro J. P., which was ruled out by the Master. Was the ruling 
right? 

"Answer. It was right, in our opinion. ” 

“ Question. A Master Mason is charged with violating his oath to the 
Fraternity, in pledging his word as a M. M. to a negro who claims to be a 

member of the negro | [ in N . The only evidence to substantiate 

this charge was the verbal and written statements of the negro, which 
were ruled out by the W. M. Was the ruling right, and is negro testimony 
to be taken against masons charged with masonic offenses? 

“ Answer. We answer the ruling was right, and we give it as our opin- 
ion that negro testimony ought not to be taken in the case mentioned. ” 
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The report on Foreign Correspondence, reviewing the proceed- 
ings of forty-four Grand [i — | i , was presented by Bro. A. H. Bark- 
ley. If there was any ambiguity in our report of 1871, we will 
correct it, and say that on the question alluded to, we du know, and 
that our position is correct. 

M. - . "WV. ~W. H. Hardy was elected Grand Master, and 

R.'. W.'. J. L. Power re-elected Grand Secretary. 

MONTANA. 

The seventh annual communication of the Grand □ of Montana 
was held at Deer 1 Lodge city October 2d, 1871. 

Fourteen pEEp represented. 

Fifteen on the roll. 

Two dispensations for new pf~fl issued during the year. 

One or two selections from the address of the Grand Master: 

“I trust, in what I have said, that no one will infer that I estimate the 
power of any Masonic body or individual Mason to accomplish good by 
the amount of money in their possession, or at their disposal. I would dis- 
own such a sentiment as the most vicious of all Masonic heresies. The 
pages of history brighten to refute such an ill-judged estimate of the sour-, 
ces of beneficent power. One human soul, firm in the faith of man’s 
Divine origin and great destiny, and afire with that charity, without which 
man is but ‘sounding brass and a tinkling cymbal,’ can do more than the 
richest fund ever gathered. Especially do the written and unwritten an- 
nals of our Order bear witness to the wealth of achievement that lies fun- 
ded in the humblest of human hearts when Love Divine has awakened it 
to love of human kind. Who can count in coin or currency the worth of 
cheering words, or even kindly looks, to a despondent or despairing brother? 
Who can estimate the value of little acts of helpful sympathy, encourage- 
ment, and self-denying kindness, which can do more to develop, sustain or 
restore failing and imperilled manhood, in their recipients, than any gift 
of cold, coined, lifeless charity, which always weakens, and often degrades, 
it beneficiaries. The field and the j«»d co-exist and are co-extensive. 
Wherever there is suffering, sorrow or want; wherever there is weakness, 
inexperience and ignorance, or vice, there is field for Masonic effort. 
Like all genuine charity, ours should begin at home, and in the household 
of the faithful ; but to the soul once opened and expanded with charity, all 
lines of distinction soon fade from sight, and all human interests will ap- 
pear so nicely and intimately blended that the existence of sorrow or suffer- 
ing anywhere, will be a call or command for sympathy and relief. A warm, 
sympathizing human heart, with a quick foot and a willing hand to doits 
bidding, is the richest and surest fund for all the demands of charity.” 

“ Speaking of Masonic libraries, he says : — 

“ The value of such collections, carefully and persistently continuedi 
would be immense; their cost comparatively little. In the great future of 
Montana we expect other generations of Masons to build temples, found 
schools, colleges, asylums and hospitals, giving full expression and effect 
to that diffusive charity that we so studiously inculcate, so instinctively 
love, and lrom which we hope and expect the world’s redemption. It will 
be their duty to do these things, for they will be able. It is our duty to 
begin with what we are able, and to do well what we undertake.” 

He is not favorable to the representative system, he says : 

“So deep have been my prejudices against the system of appointing 
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representatives between our sister American Grand rgl that I have made 
•no additions to the list created by ray predecessors. Ithink I can foresee 
much labor, trouble, and expense necessary to follow the general adoption 
•oi this system, with no promise of any compensating advantage. It seems 
to me to detract from the traditional simplicity of our fraternal intercourse; 
>to be prompted by a morbid appetite for foolish display and empty titles. 
It is an anti-republican and anti-masonic innovation, that the common 
sense and good taste of Masons ought to reject. To be a Master Mason 
ought to be title enough for the ambition of any one, as it ought to he a 
sufficient passport anywhere.” 

Transactions of local interest. 

The report on Foreign Correspondence, reviewing the proceed- 
ings of twenty-eight Grand pEEp — Minnesota included, was' presen- 
ted by Bro. Hostner. 

M.-. W.-. J. R. Weston was elected Grand Master, and 

R.-. W .-. Hex. L. Hosmer re-elected Grand Secretary. 

NEW HAMPSHIBE. 

An Annual Communication of the Grand CD of New Hamp- 
shire was held at Concord. May 17th, 1871. 

Fifty-nine pEp represented,- eighty-eight on the roll. 

A brief address from the Grand Master, reporting his official 
acts. 

With reference to what is termed ‘‘side degrees, ” the following 
was adopted : 

“ Whereas, There has been practiced, in some sections of this Statei 
the conferring of what are termed ‘ side degrees and whereas, such a 
practice is highly derogatory to the purposes and character of Freema- 
sonry ; therefore, be it 

Resolved. , That the Grand i i of New Hampshire prohibits the con- 
ferring, in any room or rooms dedicated to Freemasonry, of any degree or 
degrees not recognized by the regularly constituted masonic bodies in New 
Hampshire. 

The transactions were mainly of local interest. 

The principal feature in the proceedings is a report of the com- 
mittee on Trials and Appeals, in a single case. It covers twenty- 
eight pages, in very small type, extending to “ thirty-thirdly. ” The 
committee say of it : 

“This is a most extraordinary case. It is a ‘ comedy of errors, ’ and 
something more. We fervently trust, for the honor of the Craft, that its 
like will never be known again. ” 

For the number and variety of questions of masonic law and 
usage discussed, we would like to present it entire, but will con- 
tent ourselves with selections. 

A member (aged 62 years) of a □ appealed from sentence of 
suspension. 

The case was not an uncommon one, though this is the first we 
have seen recorded where a trial was had. 
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There was uneasiness in the □ , brought about by numerous re- 
jections, the party became known and charges were preferred. 
The charges were, in brief, for saying : “ If I can't be master of 
the □, I will ruin it” — (the Master was 64 years of age) — “If I 
can t govern the CD, I can ruin it, ” and for “ refusing to give said 
CD and its members information as to the standing and character 
of candidates applying for admission when asked so to do, ” and for 
“ endeavoring to bring said CD into public contempt, to injure its 
prosperity, and to destroy its harmony. ” 

"We copy the following from the report of the committee on the 
foregoing case, because of its practical value. 

“The Grand Constitution provides (part IV, art. 17, sec. 129, rule 11,) 
‘either party may appeal from the decision of the CD, or the rulings of the 
Master, which appeal must be in writing,’ Ate. There is nothing new in 
this provision. It is merely the constitutional affirmation of what was be- 
fore the well settled common law of masonry. Though they may arise in 
the same cause, the decision of the CD, and'the ruling or decision of the 
Master, are not the same. The CD by vote decides the guilt or inno- 
cense of the accused, suspends or expels him, acts upon his restoration, 
appoints the vote-taker, and can alone excuse a member from voting. But 
because Bitting in judgment upon one of the craft, a 1 — 1 does not lose its 
distinctive character as a masonic body. If occasion arises for the post- 
ponement of a trial, it is not done as in clubs or in town meetings, upon a 
motion to adjourn and by ‘major vote,’ but by the order of the Master, 
who is the sole judge of the proper time for the termination of the labors 
of his 1 — 1, and alone can open or close the same, and who is alone respon- 
sible to the Grand CD for the observance, at the trial, of masonic law and 
usa ge, and the edicts of the Grand 1 1 . The Master alone convenes his 

I — ! for trial, a nd fixes the time of its meeting: he controls the admission 
of visitors, and directs the general course of proceedings : he decides upon 
the competency of witnesses and the admissibility of their testimony, and 
the variety of question s of masonic law and usage that may arise in the 
course of the trial. No appeal to the i 1 lies from his decision. It can not 
usurp his powers. If he deviates from the law, or fails in his duty, full re- 
dress will be given by the Supreme Masonic authority, the Grand CD- 
I he party aggrieved may appeal from the rulings ofthe presiding' justice — 
the Master— or from the decision of the CD, or from both, and no rea- 
son occurs to us why they may not both be properly set out in the same 
instrument.” 

“The right of appeal is the inherent right of every mason. It rests upon 
the doctrine that in an institution whose action is regulated by the plumb, 
the level, and the square, every member shall, in general, have a remedy 
for every injury done, or injustice inflicted upon him, by a member oi 
the craft, by his appeal to the Grand CD- The word ‘appeal’ is not used 
in the narrow and technical sense of the law. The appeal may be specific, 
or it may be general; though, under our Grand Constitution, if the accused 
takes a general appeal, he must set forth the reason for which he appeals. 
Ifhe chooses, he may admit the truth of the charges and the correctness 
oi the verdict, and he may then appeal from the sentence as too severe, 
rhe truth and the law is, that under our Grand Constitution an appeal is 
in the nature of a motion to set aside the verdict of the i — | T and that a new 
trial may be granted, either by remanding the cause, or some specific part 
of it, to the Blue I i below lor that purpose, or for a review of the same 

by the Grand i i, acting through its committee. Such appeal may be 

taken for error or misdirection oi the Master, because the verdict is contra- 
ry to law, or against the weight of evidence, because of the misconduct of 
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the adverse party, or the CD, &c. The Grand CD would never remand a 
cause to the CD below for trial, when it was apparent that through preju- 
dice, ignorance, passion or corruption, a fair trial could not be had there.” 

The error alluded to in the following is affecting the institution 
seriously in this country, and unless checked will overthrow the 

original plan and ground work of masonry” : 

“The next objection is that the CD ‘erred in permitting' the W. M. of 
said CD '1° preside at the trial,’ &c. This objection assumes that the CD 
had power to direct who should and who should not preside, and to take 
the necessary steps to carry that power into execution. It is bul natural 
that this objection should be taken in New England. From colonial days 
our township system has permeated the entire nature of our people. The 
theory is that a town meeting is a sovereign panacea for all ills : that war 
and peace, and every other measure connected with the public weal, is to 
be discussed and decided by a major vote in some caucus room. The error 
is in attempting to apply this principle to Freemasonry. The Master of a 
CD is not the puppet of the CD, to be deposed, like the chairman of a 
Chimpanzee supper-club, whenever the whim seizes a majority of those 
present. In Freemasonry, founded upon the Rock of Principle, it is fun- 
damental that the Master shall ‘govern’ his CD, not the CD its Master. 
The CD can not try or depose its Master at a trial of a member anv more 
than at any other time.” 

Objection was taken to the Master’s' presiding, because he had 
directed the charges to be filed. The committee discuss ably the 
rights and duties of officers and members of a CD, who are at the 
same time jurors and witnesses. We cannot quote it; but the 
conclusion is, that the strict rules of the civil law cannot be follow- 
ed in masonic trials, but that the Master is bound to preside (unless 
relieved by _a Grand Officer), under a rigid accountability to the 
Grand CD, and that all members of the CD may sit in the case, ex- 
cept those excluded expressly by the constitution of the Grand CD- 

It was also decided : 

That the accused has aright to testify in his own behalf: 

That an objection to a member’s voting upon the decision of the 
question comes too late, if not made before the vote is taken : 

That members who have heard only a part of the testimony are 
entitled to vote, and must vote upon the decision, unless excused. 

This last is so important, that we give the reasons of the com- 
mittee : 

“ Knowing that one of our [SI has about two hundred and fifty members, 
and several others a large membership, and that to apply the common law 
rule in relation to the presence of jurors to CD trials would practically abol- 
ish such trials, we feel constrained upon this point to adopt the law held 
by the commission as our own, to-wit : ‘We also find, as matter of law 
that masonic pEp , sitting in their judicial capacity, are more nearly assimi- 
lated to courts martial, ecclesiastical tribunals, and courts for the trial of 
impeachments, than to ordinary courts, and that in the CD, a* in the other 
tiibunals named, it is not necessary for the members to have been present 
all the time of the trial.’ ‘To require such attendance is practically im- 
possible, for, as every brother must vote, it would necessarily result that 
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no one not present at thecommencement could afterwards- be* admitted, or - 
if for any purpose he should go out r he cau?ld not again be admitted during; 
the trial.’” & 


There are very many other things of much interest in this ex tni 
ordinary report, but, we cannot give more of them. 

In another case, the same committee report as follows : 

“So far as we are aware, neither special nor general demurrers, either 
as to form or substance, have yet been imported from the law into mason- 
ry, and^no greater reason now occurs to us why we, in advance of any 
legislation by the proper body, the Grand I I . should adopt either the 
statutes or the rules of court, authorizing amendments 

“What in masonic law is an offense, must be clearly set out. However 
tmtechnical or informal the allegations may be, if the substance — the legal 
essence— of the offense can be clearly gathered or ‘riglulv understood’ from 
the description given, it is sufficient in masonry. 

" The i_j is not hampered with the refined technicalities of the law rela- 
ting to indictments, but is presumed and bound, if the substance is clear, 
to disregard any mere defects of form, and to decide according to the good 
sense and equity of the cause. 

“ If the accusation is so defective that it sets out no offense, or if, no mat- 
ter how minute or specific the description, it sets forth facts which do not, 
in the eyc,of masonic law, constitute nnv offense, the accused has his remedy, 
e .'ther by a seasonable motion to dismiss, or by taking the point by excep- 
tion or otherwise at the trial, and an appeal.” ; 

Bro. Bell presented another of his excellent reports on Foreign 
Correspondence in which the proceedings of forty-two Grand pi — 1 1 
are reviewed. Minnesota receives a fraternal notice — but Bro- 
Bell, Bro. IJell ! do please look at the Arkansas report of 1869' 
and compare it with our comments in 1870, you will find that Bro. 
Gray copied our notice of him using the words “ favorable recogni- 
tion of your humble servant ” and in reply we intended to say, that, 
he Bro. Gray “deserved ” such favorable recognition. 

Thank you for your flattering expression, hut please get us out 
of the egotistical position in which your quotation places us. 

We regard “striking from the roll” as simply saying “you 
don’t pay us and we can’t afford to pay Grand CD dues for you." 

Suspension is a punishment because in addition to the disabilities 
imposed on non-affiliation, there is also, that no masonic intercourse 
can he had with the party, for the time being, any more than can 
be had with one expelled or a profane. 

We regard “side degrees” as having no more connection, with 
masonry if as much, as Odd Fellowship, Druidism &c.,anda Grand 
CD has as much right to legislate about one as the other. 

Nary “touchy” about the “A.-, and A.-. S.-. rite,” hut regard 
it as a beautiful exemplification of that which is contained in, but 
not alluded to, in the rituals, of the three degrees. 
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That there is a possibility for its government getting into wrong 
bands is true, but the rite itself should not be denounced because 
•of that possibility. 

Our strictures were directed at those who assailed that of which 
they knew nothing. 

M>. W.-. John R. Holbrook, was re-elected Grand Master, and 

R.-. W.-. Abel Hutchins elected Grand Secretary. 

NEW JERSEY. 

The Eighty-fifth Annual Communication of the Grand CD of 
New Jersey was held at Trenton, January 17th, 1872. 

One hundred and six [jEp represented \ one hundred and eighteen 
on the roll. 

Seven dispensations for new ptzq J issued during the year. 

The Grand Treasurer of this Grand dH- Bro. W. R. Clapp, is a 
poet, and has for a number of years past furnished an original ode, 
sung at the opening ol the Grand □, 

Under the head of Delaware, we noted the action of that Grand 
t — i relative to a □ in New Jersey, and gave a brief of the rea- 
sons assigned by the Grand Master for his recommendation. 

We print what New Jersey says of the matter. First, the 
Grand Master : 

“ On the evening of the 27th of January, assisted by several of my as- 
sociate Grand Officers, I constituted and installed the officers of Alpha 
I — 1 . No. 116, at the city of Newark. On the 24th of the month following, 
complaint was made to me, by Brother David L,. Garrigusand many mem- 
bers of the Grand HZ), setting forth — among other things— that the war- 
rant of Alpha 1 — 1 was obtained at the last Annual Communication through 
deceit and misrepresentation, and that certain proceedings of said 1 1 had 

a tendency to disturb the peace and harmony of the Cratt in this Jurisdic- 
tion. After well considering the nature and cause of the complaint, I ar- 
rested the warrant of said Alpha I I . 

I subsequently received a petition from Worshipful Brother Robert 
Dingwell and others, requesting restoration of warrant, and in the event 
of refusal to restore the same, to call a special Communication of the 
Grand □ for the purpose of investigating the complaint as set forth by 
petitioners. Being unauthorized by the facts before me to accede to the 
first request, and unwilling to call you together for the purpose of consid- 
ering a complaint, which at that time became a matter of reference to a 
committee, I declined to assemble the Grand 1 1 , but referred both peti- 

tions, and all matters relating thereto, to the Committee on Petitions and 
Grievances for investigation and report. Upon receipt of the report and 
evidence, I carefully reviewed the same, and decided to withhold the war- 
rant of Alpha £□, No. 116, until the present session of the Grand CH. The 
warrant has been returned to the Grand Secretary, subject to such order 
as the Grand 1 — 1 shall make, I re-committed the evidence to the committee 
on Petitions and Grievances, with instructions to report at the present 
communication of the Grand The reports and evidence I submit here- 
with.” 
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Second, the reportof the committee, which was adopted, says— 
(none of the evidence is printed) : 

"4* That the representatives and counsel of the several petitioners 
weFe requested by the committee to produce all the testimony that could 
? r hav f. a 7 weight or bearing upon the matterTreKd for «am 

r : !’ m r, ,0n and re P? rt - And that the examination of witnesses 
was continued so long as testimony and evidence were offered or nrrvhi^* s 
on the parts of the several petitioners, and unti? the commit tee ‘were hr 
of thep^thionCTs! Wltne8aes would ** produced on the behalf of either 

witim^'es "produced \vas^ allawedf 8 ^ tec ^ n ' ca * examination of the several 
M W^G S h te ful consideration of the matters presented to the 

s; ■S&£S5;^3 

ported and strengthened by the testimony taken. at 18 8U P" 

• <l ^ th ^ That the c ° mm 'ttee have not considered the question as to the. 
right of one or another to become a mason, but mere^the maUers soe 
c.all£ referred m regard to the arresting of the warrant Xlpha □> N°- 

Third, the Grand □ : 

“On motion of P. M. Augustus L. Wilcox of Nn t »w 
of Alpha □, No. n6, be restored to said | — was agreed to. ” wairan 

Whatever may have been the complaint with reference to Alpha 
□, the Grand □ of New Jersey— a Sovereign and Independent 
Power— gave the whole subject a thorough investigation and re- 
stored the charter. Delaware has no right to say to New Jersey you 
shall, or shall not, do thus and so, and if we were a member of the 
Grand □ of New Jersey, we would favor non-intercourse until 
Delaware repealed its resolution relative to Alpha □. 

Unmindful of the protests of about all of the American Grand 
[§3 m the New York cases, the body (it ought not to be desig- 
nated as a Grand □) at Hamburg has invaded the jurisdiction of 
New Jersey. 

The Grand Master reports : 

that purpose were duly presented I renlied t h?t t^ E ’ ’f , an a PPhcation for 
state in advance wha/my act"on would K an li, C ° U ‘ d n0t l ''.’ dertake to 
actually arisen; but, that if an a™Ucation fnT wWeh had no t 
formally made, I would give the subject nroner ; 8a<d * dl ®P ensatl0n were 

subsequent interviews upon the same subject w^UeT adhered to °th 
tention which had before been exmpsspH J x adhered to the m- 

io^that 0 ^ ^e Germmf’ l [|~]| ^‘ho^oIc 01 ^ 6 "an Vmpress*- 

any exigencies of which 
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ation from several sources, that the parties from whom this application 
emanated, apprehending that a petition for a dispensation would not meet 
a favorable response, had presented, or were making arrangements to pre- 
sent, to the Grand Master or Grand CD of Hamburg, in Europe, a petition 
for a dispensation. 

“ In the month of October, I became aware that such application had 
been successfully made, and that a warrant for a I I . to be located at Ho- 
boken, to be known as CD Beton zum Licht, No. 3, had actually emanated 
from the Grand CD of Hamburg. 

“ It will thus be seen that a professed masonic power, located at a dis- 
tance of over three thousand miles, has planted within the limits of New 
Jersey, a subordinate body, which is not, and does not profess to be, amen- 
able to the authority of this Grand 1 1 . 

“ As soon as I became satisfied that such warrant had actually been is- 
sued, and a pretended CD organized by its authority, I issued an edict, ad- 
dressed to all the Grand rO with which we hold fraternal intercourse, and 
to ali the subordinate jfel and individual masons residing in this State, 
whether filiated or unamUated, warning them of the existence of this spu- 
rious CDi and also a solemn protest, addressed to the Grand CD of Ham- 
Burg, against this unmasonic and illegal intrusion upon territory already 
masonically occupied. ” 

Some years since, the threat was made to us that, unless we 
would grant a dispensation for a CD, to work in the German lan- 
guage, application would be made to Hamburg. 

No part of the country is safe, so long as that organization ex- 
ists and evil-minded men are to be found. 

We believe we are warranted in the assertion that the Grand CD 
of Minnesota will unite with the other Grand [±4 ! of this country, 
in any feasible plan to put a stop to such unwarranted acts. 

We quote a few of the decisions reported by the Grand Master, 
and the action of ‘the committee thereon : 

“ 1. Where H=p hold concurrent jurisdiction, it is unnecessary for a CD 
out of such jurisdiction to obtain the consent of more than one CD to re " 
ceive and act upon the petition of a candidate residing therein. [ Ap- 
proved.] 

“ 5. The evidence of an expelled mason cannot be received in a masonic 
trial; neither can he act as counsel in such trial. [First clause disap- 
proved; last clause approved.] 

“6. The Grand Master cannot, by dispensation, authorize a particular 
I — 1 to use the material belonging to another. [Approved.] 

“ 8. The ballot should be strictly secret. A brother violates the se- 
crecy of the ballot by stating how he voted, and should not be permitted 
to give his reasons for so doing. [Approved.] ” 

We hold that a brother casting a blaek ballot, may so state, and 
give his reasons for so doing. 

“ 9. Upon the rejection of a candidate, the W. M. should permit no dis- 
cussion. [Approved.] 

“ 10. If a candidate is proposed and rejected, and subsequently be- 
comes a resident of another jurisdiction, the CD wherein he was rejected 
does not lose jurisdiction over him. Such CD would be authorized to re- 
ceive and act upon his petition, although a non-resident, which could not 
be acted upon by any other Cd without consent of the CD wherein he 
was rejected. [Approved.] ” 
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We- do not know where the law is found for the foregoing. To 
ns, it is a strange proposition, that one cannot apply for work until 
he gets it. If Smith has as many apprentices as he can employ. 
Brown, or Jones, or Snyder may not have r and the applicant may 
try each in turn. The simple application to Smith for employment 
gives Smith no rights over the applicant, and does not debar him 
from “applying elsewhere." 

“ii. A candidate rejected inaQ in this jurisdiction, and subsequently 
made a mason in another jurisdiction without consent of the m wherein 
rejected, is illegally made. [Approved.}” — 

We hold that a a has jurisdiction just so long as the party re- 
sides in its territory, and no longer. Many Grand pEp reqnire that 
the candidate shall have resided within its jurisdiction a certain 
time before they can make application. Why ?— anless it is that 
the applicant may become known — whether they are of good re- 
port, so that they can be well recommended. pEfl, Grand and sub 
ordinate, are fast losing sight of the old rules and usages. 

‘. 2 - Subordinate gl have exclusive control over the material residing 
within then- particular jurisdictions, and have the right to grant permis- 
sion to act upon petitions of candidates residing therein. [Approved.] ” 

Sound; but in conflict with “10,” because— according to it— 
a party may have resided in the jurisdiction of the □ twenty 
years or more, and yet the □ obtained no jurisdiction over him, 
for the reason that he had been rejected somewhere. 

The following resolutions, proposed in 1871, were read and laid 
on the table : 

“ Resolved, That the so-called side degrees, otherwise known as Adopt- 
ive or Androgynous Masonry, represented by the degrees of the Eastern 
Star and under other appellations, are not legitimate masonic degrees, and 
do " ot themselves entitle the recipients thereot to any of the rights 
and benefits of masonry, or to any masonic recognition. 

Resolved, That the conferring of said degrees, or any or either of them 
upon women, is a fraud upon them, reflects discredit upon the Craft and 
therefore meets the severe reprobation of this Grand □. ’ 

Resolved, That the [Ep in this jurisdiction having control of their own 
CD rooms aie forbidden, under any pretense whatever, to permit their halls 

ihifr'TnT P" r P ose °f conferring any or either of said degrees - and 
that itshall be the duty of the Grand Master to withdraw the warrant of 

Ss^ 0ffendmg “ gal 6lther the 8pirit or lhe letter 01 ^ese resolu- 
The following was adopted : 

“ Whereas, It has been assumed to graft ‘Androgynous Masonry’ upon 
s ymbolic Masonry, by printing reports in connection in the public papers 
and by the use of a rooms in this jurisdiction, thereby giving it a si|nifi-’ 
cance to those who are unable to form a just estimate of the subject -and 
whereas, the Androgynous degrees are unrecognizable in any other char- 
acter than that of ‘bogus masonry ; therefore, } 

Resolved That the use of the □ rooms in this jurisdiction for the pur- 
dicted f ” COnferrmS anJ degrees denominated Androgynous is hereby inter- 
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It would appear that the Grand n of New Jersey is not par- 
ticularly favorable to u female masonry. ” 

A very able and elaborate report on Foreign Correspondence was 
presented by Brother Hough, reviewing the proceedings of thirty, 
nine Grand pt— i i . 

Under the head of Minnesota, he says : 

“We note a typographical error on the title page. Bro. Nash, the Grand 
Master, is thereon stated to be the 33d Grand Master. Now, as on the ti- 
tle page of the proceedings of 1870, the Grand Master was styled the 33d, 
it is manifest that, having been re-elected, he must this year be the rath 
Grand Master. 

“ We suggest to the brethren of Minnesota the propriety of calling in 
and canceling the edition of their proceedings in which this error occurs." 

The criticism is legitimate and just. With equal propriety, the 
degrees or rank obtained in any organization could be affixed. 
Can’t help where it hits ; but we must be permitted to remark that 
not only is a great want of taste, but a woeful amount of ignor- 
ance, displayed in using such distinctions in symbolic masonic doc- 
uments ; about equal to that of the Templar who went about his 
ordinary bus : ness clothed in full costume. 

Bro. Nash requests us to say that the first that he knew of the 

typographical error ” was when he saw it on the title page, con- 
sequently it must have been put there by the — ; — — printer. 

M.’. W.-. W. E. Pine, Grand Master, and 

R.-. W.-. J. H. Hough, Grand Secretary, were each re-elected. 

NEW YORK. 

We are not in receipt of the proceedings of New York whether 
it has been because the terms of the following resolution, — which 
we found quoted in Bro. Hough’s report; have not been complied 
with, we know not, but this we do know that we have not received 
the proceedings of either 1871 or 1872. 

“ Resolved, That each p in this jurisdiction be entitled to only one 
copy of the transactions of this Grand all other copies to be sold at 
fifty cents per copy, the proceeds to be donated to the Hall and Asylum 
bund; and that no copies of the transactions be disposed of otherwise than 
in accordance with this resolution, and a copy of the Constitution to be 
sent to each 1 1 with the transactions.” 

The following we find in the Iowa report copied from the New 
York of 1871. 

The following, taken from his review of Germany, is too rich to 
be omitted — ’lis as good as punch: — 

“ During the past year the Roman Catholic priests have not failed to 
carry on their accustomed warfare against the Freemasons, and their 
mouth-pieces, the Catholic journals, are replete with the abuse of the fra- 
ternity. A few specimens of that kind of literature cannot fail to instruct 
and amuse. A Catholic priest, whom they call ‘Father’ Oertel, furnishes 
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a long article, in which he speaks of Italy and the Masons in this strain: 

“‘All honest, rational, Christian, and Catholic people, and the majority 
are such, sigh under the oppression of a tyrannical sect. This sect are the 
Freemasons. Cayvour, Garibaldi, and Menabrea, all ministers and gov- 
ernors of the Italian people, are Freemasons. Whoever has not received 
that baptism is nothing, amounts to nothing, and attains nothing, in Italy. 
The masonic trowel unlocks the government treasury; without it nothing 
can be drawn from it. The masonic CZI is the portal through which public 
offices are entered. One cannot hold the office of mayor, or tax gatherer, 
or constable, or swine-herd, unless he weares the masonic apron. All 
intellect, all virtue, every merit, springs from Freemasonry. Whoever has 
not dipped his finger in this kettle of sorcery, must eke out the miserable 
life of a poor, degraded, hounded, plundered dunce in free Italy. The 
Freemasons alone are the privileged rulers, treasurers, tax collectors, and 
gormandizers, who live upon the fat of the land, and now and then a few 
crumbs are dropped to the rest of Italians. You are an ass! No matter; 
l ^, ou are on ^ a i i ' reema80n > y° u may become a professor. You have rob- 
bed and cut people’s throats! No matter again; you may become a judge, 
president, or prefect, if you only wear a little apron of the width of a 
finger.’ 

•‘The United States also come in for a share of priestly favors. An 
ultramontane paper, published at Munich, has the following delectable in- 
formation in regard to Freemasonry in America. After giving the num- 
ber of (£§] and Masons in the United States, the article says: — 

“’They all occupy themselves exclusively with politics, and the civil 
war, which lasted nearly five years, and consequently spread mischief and 
brought bankruptcy and poverty to the masses of Europe, by drawing 
thousands of millions of florins to America, was the result of the machina- 
tions of the masonic [f=p, that were animated by the most intense hatred 
against the Catholic southern states. The power of the southern states 
had to be broken; they had to be ruined politically and financially, so that 
the irreligious, infidel north, that held the reins, might do as it pleased, 
and, in time also interfere with all its power in European quarrels. After 
the Catholic southern states of this “land of liberty," as people love to call 
the United States, were broken down, ruined, and disfranchised, somewhat 
m tile manner that certain people would desire to break down, ruin, and 
disfranchise the free Catholic peasantry in Bavaria, and unable- to offer 
further obstacles to their nefarious plans, the Freemasons of the north 
could not consent to the formation of a powerful Catholic Imperialism close 
to its borders. The native-born and immigrated Freemasons strained 
every nerve to remove the “evil,” which was accomplished in the death of 
Maximilian. 

“ ‘The chief of American Freemasonry possessed an immense palace in 
Washington. It had four immense towers, and was situated next to the 
‘‘White House/’ the residence of the President. This palace was set on 
fire by a southron, on the 24th January, 1865, on which occasion a great 
deal of material, and among the rest the correspondence of Julius Frobel, 
were destroyed. The supreme masonic government at Washington (the 
Smithsonian Institution) is in correspondence with the whole world, and 
also with the South German press, in order to institute pi — 1 1 everywhere 
for the purpose of extending and spreading the power of Freemasonry. 

“‘The directing Jew [^J in New York is particularly active in this 
^spreading/ It has established a peculiar ‘system’ for that purpose, which, 
in the shortest possible time, has been successful of the most extended 
propagation, because there are Jews and Freemasons everywhere, as there 
are dogs and fleas. Thus the Star Spangled Banner of North America 
has become the flag under which, at the present moment, there is being 
collected the whole of the masonic revolutionary power, whose motto, 
^ rtimaurer Zeitung^ ofLeipsic, is, ‘all influential enemies 
of the Freemasons must be annihilated/ 0 
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NORTH CAROLINA. 

The eighty-fifth annual communication of the Grand CD of North 
Carolina was held at Raleigh, December 4th, 1871. 

One hundred and nineteen fi — 1 1 represented. 

Three hundred and seven on the roll. 

Four dispensations for new pEEp issued during the year. 

The Grand Master does not present a very flattering picture of 
the condition of matters in that State. 

. He says : 

“ From the information which I have obtained, by means of a circular 
letter, addressed to the subordinate [~E 5 p, early in my official term, I make 
known to you the humiliating fact, that with'in the jurisdiction of the 103 
fE p which responded to my inquiries, about five hundred masons are ad- 
dicted to habitual profanity, and about three hundred and twenty-five to 
the excessive use of intoxicating drinks. There are, in the State, about 
two hundred and twenty-five working [Ep, and between ten and eleven 
thousand masons- We may, therefore, fairly conclude, that at least one 
thousand masons in the State, daily profane God’s name, while seven hun- 
dred, at least, walk daily with their brains addled by the intemperate use 
of alcoholic stimulants. What a foul blot upon masonry’s escutcheon 1 

“ Brethren, I submit this mortifying statement to you with the earnest 
recommendation that you will take such steps as to your wisdom may 
seem meet and proper, to do away with this crying shame, this terrible 
evil. 

“Let me conjure you to be true to your profession. Let these offend- 
ers against the moral-masonic law be reformed, if possible, by those gen- 
tle, persuasive means which readily suggest themselves to the intelligent 
mason; yet, if this cannot be done, let them be thrown away as ‘rubbish,’ 
that the beauty of the temple may not be marred, nor its strength dimin- 
ished. ” 

And then recommends : 

“ It would be well, brethren, to make it expressly obligatory on your 
Grand Master, to require subordinate fEp , under such penalties as may re- 
ceive your prior sanction, to inaugurate prompt and decisive measures for 
the removal of these masonic stumbling-blocks, which so hinder and re- 
tard our pace to the full development of the higher and nobler qualities of 
our nature. T make the suggestion, that the Grand Master may, in the 
discharge of this imperative duty, be clearly and unmistakably supported 
by the authority of the Grand f~1 . which many masons — ana some very 
prominent ones, too — would hold in terrorem over the Grand Master's 
head, when bis acts do not conform to their preconceived notions of what 
a Grand Master should or should not do. ’’ 

The committee, on this portion of the address, reported the fol- 
lowing resolutions: 

11 Resolved, That subordinate fEp in this jurisdiction be required to vin- 
dicate the law in regard to profanity and drunkenness, by enforcing such 
discipline as will purge rEp of all members who persist in the perpetration 
of these offences. 

“ Resolved , That the Grand Master be authorized and requested to sus- 
pend any Master or Warden, or to arrest the Charter of any □, failing 
to enforce the necessary discipline in cases of profanity and "drunkenness, 
when, in his opinion, the exercise of such authority is calculated to pro- 
mote the interest and vindicate the fair fame of masonry. ” 
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The following amendment u Strike out all after the word drunk- 
enness in the second resolution, and insert 1 after due masonic trial,’ ’’ 
was moved, and then the whole laid on the table. 


Afterward, the matter was re-committed, and the following 
adopted : 

" Resolved , That subordinate [Ep be urged to vigilance in the suppress- 
ion and prevention of profanity and drunkenness, and that after admoni- 
tion and due warning if the perpetrators of these vices and crimes against 
the moral law still persist in their committal, then it is the duty of subor- 
dinate [Ep to deal with such offending members and inflict such punish- 
ment as the magnitude of the offence demands, but the officers are re- 
quired to proceed in this respect with great caution and circumspection.’* 

“ The mountain labored, ” &c. 

The Grand Master is after non-affiliates with a “ sharp stick, ’> 
and was more successful, so far as resolutions go, than in the other 


case. 

Quoting a resolution of the Grand mj. he proceeds thuslv .- 

** A critical analysis of this resolution will furnish two propositions : 

ist. Every Mason ought to belong to.a i — i . 

2d. Every Mason who does not belong to a [3 must be punished — or, 
as the resolution itself has it, ‘ shall not be entitled to visit a □, or to 
join in procession, or to relief, or masonic assistance, or burial. 

In the judgment, therefore, of the Grand o, a non-affiliated mason (I 
use this phrase in its common acceptation) lives in the continuous perpe- 
tration of a crime against the institution of which he is a dishonored mem- 
ber. If this be untrue, whence does the Grand d| derive the power to 
inflict upon him the severest penalties known to the law for his non-affilia- 
tion ? It certainly cannot punish the innocent ; and, with equal certainty, 
can only punish the guilty. But guilt pre-supposes a violated law. There- 
fore, the Grand 1 1 admits that a Mason who puts himself in the condition 

styled, in modern phraseology, non-affiliated, violates a law. Or, to be a 
little more explicit, a Mason who applies to a CD for a dimit, with the in- 
tent of becoming non-affiliated, proposes to commit a crime against the 
d) to which he applies, as well as against the institution in general, of 
which that CD is a constituent part. And the dl itself, if it grant theap- 

& lication, becomes particeps criminis y for how else can the criminal intent 
e coupled with the overt act, unless the dj becomes an aider and abettor 
by granting the application? Can it be possible that the ethical rules of 
masonry are so unlike the recognized and well defined rules in all other 
systems of ethics, that a Mason has the right to commit a crime? Yea, 
that his 1 — j has the right to aid and abet him in its commission ? If a 
Mason, then, has not the right to commit a crime , can he possibly have 
the right to become non-afhliated, which the Grand □ declares to be a 
crtme y by inflicting upon the non-afliliate the severest penalties known to 
the laws ? And can his l i have the right to become his partner in crime, 
by granting the dimit, which is the finishing stroke to the crime, and 
without which the crime itself could not be committed ?” 

“A Mason can dimit for three reasons only: ist. When he is about to 
travel in foreign countries; 2nd. When about to remove beyond the juris- 
diction of his [ j; and 3rd, when his CZ 3 becomes too numerous, and it is 

necessary to join in forming a new 1 — 1 . 

“When a Mason dimits for the'above reasons, he does so •with the dis- 
tinct understanding that he will speedily re-connect himself with another I — I . 

“ Occupying then, brethren, the impregnable position here given to me, 
I earnestly recommend, that for all time to come, Subordinate [Ep be for- 
bidden to grant a dimit, unless the application therefor, be based on, at 
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least oneof the reasons above enumerated. And seeing that all non-affilia- 
ted Masons have been permitted to withdraw from their [Q, on the ‘dis- 
tinct understanding,’ in legal contemplation, that they would speedily re- 
connect themselves with other [Ejl I also recommend, that they he al- 
lowed a limited time to carry out the understanding on their part, and if 
they do not, that they be expelled from all the rights and privileges of 
Masonry. And let the rule, brethren, have an universal, prospective op- 
eration. An innovation is a traitor in the camp, begetting traitors, and 
its expulsion is the first duty of him, who bears a faithful allegiance." 

The committee reported the following resolutions which were 
adopted : 

“No. i. Resolved , That the Subordinate rEp shall hereafter grant no 
dimits, unless the member asking a dimit is about to remove without the 
jurisdiction of this Grand CD, or for the purpose of forming a new CD, or 
joining another I — I : and the Subordinate |-Ep are directed to insert in each 
dimit granted, at the end of the dimit, the words, ‘when he affiliates with 
any CD of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons, and notice of such affilia- 
tion given to this CD-’ Extreme age, want of physical ability, poverty 
and disease may form exceptional cases. 

“No. 2 . Resolved, That the Masters of all Subordinate [Ep within the 
jurisdiction of this Grand I — i . be required within three months after the 
close of this Grand CD> to give notice to all non-affiliated Masons within 
their jurisdiction to connect themselves with some I ~l . and if after such 
notice, they shall for twelve months fail to do so, said Subordinate rEp 
shall .expel 6uch Masons from all the rights and privileges of Masonry. 

Are not we justified in the conclusion that in North Carolina 
“non-affiliation” is a higher crime than “ profanity” or “drunken- 
ness?” In the one case the CD “shall expell ,” in the other they 
“ are required to proceed in this respect with great caution and 
circumspection. ” 

"We will wager a “big apple” that the Grand CD will repeal the 
two foregoing resolutions within three years. 

We were under the impression that attempts at “coercion” was 
not particularly popular in the old North State. 

There must be many candidates for Legislative honors in that 
jurisdiction or else many of the members “had been there,” judg- 
ing from the proceedings, the “previous question” was admitted 
and ordered, in two or three instances; “reconsideration moved ’’ 
and that “motion laid on the table” &c., &c., neither of which 
have any place in a masonic CD, and we doubt whether there are 
two other Grand pEEp that would permit the terms to appear on 
their records. 

Bro. Bain presented a good report on Foreign Correspondence, 
reviewing the proceedings of Forty-five Grand rEp. 

In his notice of Minnesota he alludes to our comments on a reso- 
lution adopted by the Grand CD of North Carolina, disapproving 
of “ more masonic burial services after a brother has been actually 
buried.” 
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Our comments were made because there were no explanations, 
nothing but the naked resolution and it was capable of a broad ap- 
plication. Bro. Bain's explanation places the matter m the right 
position, and we cannot conceive why the Grand CU should have 
repealed the resolution. 

A party is made. a mason in early life, but neglects its duties and 
requirements, does not visit, becomes non-affiliated, knows so little 
as to be unable to prove himself; acquires prominence before the 
world, — dies — funeral pageants are arranged in different parts of 
the country — now we hold that with this matter, masons, as such 
have no part or lot, not even the home CD except bn the special 
request of the deceased or his family. 

M.\ W.-. William G. Hill, was elected Grand Master, and 

R.'. W.'. D. W. Bain re-elected Grand Secretary. 

NEBRASKA. 

The fifteenth annual communication of the Grand □ of Nebras- 
ka was held at Lincoln, June 18th, 1872. 

Twenty-seven pEEp represented. 

Thirty- two on the roll. 

Seven dispensations for new rtEp issued during the year. 

In the Grand Masters address we find as follows : 

“ I have been importuned by Brethren to know if there was anything 
unmasonic in a CD engaging in, or endorsing a real estate gift enterprise, 
more properly called a lottery for the purpose of building a C3 room, and 
if I, as Grand Master, would give my consent for a Masonic to endorse 
such an enterprise.” 

“A cu of Masons should never engage in any enterprise, the moral 
effect of which would be to prevent any of the fraternity from participating 
therein. I do object to the Masonic order bearing the odium of a lottery 
scheme for any purpose.” 

A circular had been received from the Grand Master of Michigan 
notifying the Grand □ that three clandestine rSh called “Faith,’’ 
“Hope” and “Charity” were at work in Detroit. 

Also one from the Grand Master of Massachusets, containing the 
information that one “John H. Bean” was engaged in communica- 
ting degrees, pretending that they were masonic “to any one who 
will pay him a small sum of money.” 

Wonder if that is the same “Bean," that was engaged in the 
same nefarious business in this state a few years since? 

The following questions were referred to the committee on juris- 
prudence, — we fail to find their answer : 

“ ist. Is the God of the Mason the God of the Bible? and is the denying 
the God of the Bible, a Masonic offence?” 
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« 2d. Is the denying the authenticity of the Bible a masonic offence ?” 

No report on Foreign Correspondence. 

M.-. W.'. W. E. Hill was re-elected Grand Master, and our old 
friend 

R.*. W. 1 . William R. Bowen elected Grand Secretary. 

NEVADA. 

The seventh annual communication of the Grand □ of Nevada 
was held in the city of Virginia September 19th, 1871. 

Thirteen rEp represented. 

Fourteen on the roll. 

One dispensation for a new □ issued during the year. 

We like the tone of the following from the address of the Grand 
Master; — our sentiments exactly : 

“ My opinion is, that, as a general thing, there is too much legislation in 
masonic Gi^nd fEp; absolute necessity alone should lead to the enactment 
of new measures. Our Constitutions should not be changed unless upon 
the clearest showing oppressing need. ” 

At the session of 1870 a committee on Ancient Landmarks was 
appointed, to report at the next session. 

A majority and minority report was presented, each exhibited 
great research and much masonic learning. 

The majority report Bro. R. H. Taylor’s, is an exhaustive one, 
while that of the minority — Bro. W. A. M. Van Bokkelen is brief, 
but pertinent ; the former numbering fifty-one propositions as 
“Ancient Landmarks” and the latter thirty-three. We differ from 
each, but as there is a vast amount of information contained in 
these reports, we shall quote liberally, and at the same time cut 
down as much as possible — it would pay our Grand □ to reprint 
the whole of each report. 

First from the report of Bro. Taylor : 

“ What are the Ancient Landmarks of Masonry 1 We think they may 
be defined as those characteristic marks of fixed principles by which, time 
out of mind, Freemasonry has been known and preserved; which have dis- 
tinguished it as Masonry, and which must forever remain inviolate and 
undisturbed. We have seen, however, that the authors from whom we 
have collated the foregoing table, differ, each from the other. In the words 
of Brother Simons, (Principles and Practice of Masonic Jurisprudence, 
p. 13,) ‘paradoxical as it may appear, that there should be any uncertainty 
about that which is, in its nature, fixed and unchangeable, it is neverthe- 
less quite true that scarcely any two masonic authorities of eminence agree 
as to what are, and what are not, Landmarks.’ Pursuing our inquiry, we 
shall endeavor to keep in mind our definition. We shall differ from each 
and every author we have quoted, both as to the number of the Land- 
marks, and the principles embodied in them ; for while we do not arrogate 
to ourselves any superior wisdom in masonic matters, yet we claim to have 
examined the subject in hand with conscientious care; and we now pro- 
ceed to present the result of our inquiries in relation thereto. 
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“ la the first place, let us see upon what points all the sources of our in- 
formation are agreed, for these we accept without argument and without 
comment; only premising that when, at the close of this report, we shall 
come to make up our final list of Landmarks, we may change the order in 
w , c IL thejr ? re state< *> ant * the wording in which some of them arc couch- 
ed. The points of agreement, then, are — 

“ist. A beliefin the existence of a Supreme Being. 

“2d. The modes of recognition. 

“3d. The legend of the third degree. 

"4th. Every person, to be made a Mason, must be a man, of lawful age 
free-born, and hale and sound. “ 

“5th. No one can be Master of a warranted □ but a Master Mason, who 
shall have served as Warden. 

. T1 ?is is a short list, but is absolutely all upon which all the four authori- 
ties in the foregoing table agree. 

“We next consider some of those principles which are omitted from one 
or more of the authors cited in the table, but which nearly self-assert their 
character as landmarks. 

“ 1. Mackey does not include ‘obedience to the moral law.’ Yet every 
Enteied Apprentice knows that this is one of the principles upon which 
our Fraternity is based. The very first one of the charges to the Master 
elect, previous to his investiture is, ‘you agree to be a good ma« and true 
and strictly to obey the moral law.’ So also, the very commencement of 
the Old Charges is, ‘A Mason is obliged, by bis tenure, to obey the moral 
law. 

“ II. Mackey also omits ‘obedience to civil law and government.' Pos- 
sibly he does so because every citizen, whether Mason or profane, is bound 
to that obedience. But the test of a Masonic Landmark is not thus re- 
stricted. Whatever has been taught and enforced in Masonry, from time 
immemorial, as a duty directly resulting from our relations to Masonry is 
a Masonic Landmark. At the time of his initiation every Mason is charg- 
ed in these terms: ° 


“ I n the State you are to be a quiet and peaceful citizen ; true to your 
government and just to your country; you are not to countenance disloy- 
alty or rebellion, but patiently submit to legal authority, and conform 
with cheerfulness to the government of the country in which you live.’” 

“m. The “secrecy of the ballot,’ upon applications for initiation or 
membership, is also omitted from Mackey’s enumeration. Nevertheless 
in the work already referred to, he says, on page 138, ‘It must be secret/ 
And on page 143, he says : 

‘The secrecy of the ballot is as essential to its perfection, as its unanimity 
or independence. If the vote were to be given viva voce , it is impossible 
that the improper influences of fear or interest should not sometimes be 
exerted, and timid members be thus induced to vote contrary to the dic- 
tates of their reason and conscience. Hence, to secure this secrecy and 
protect the purity of choice, it has been -wisely established as a usage, not 
only that the vote shall in these cases be taken by a ballot, but that there 
shall be no subsequent discussion of the subject.’ 

“ The italics and small capitals in the last sentence are ours. We agree to 
the correctness of the statement made in that sentence; and we think that 
what is ‘established’ as a principle peculiar to Masonry, is one of its Land- 
marks. Phe preservation of this principle, as such, is essential to the 
upholding and continuance of brotherly love, and the avoidance of wrang- 
ling and private piques and quarrels, so pointedly enforced in our Old 
Charges. 

*' JV. For similar reasons, we accept as a Landmark ‘the unanimity of 
the ballot, omitted in Mackey 8 enumeration, but insisted upon by him &b 
a governing principle on pages 138 to 141 of the same work. The principle 
is very distinctly enunciated in the General Regulations, found in Ander- 
son 8 Constitutions, page 59. Thus : 
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“VI. But no man can be entered a brother in any particular l l . or 
admitted to be a member thereof without the unanimous consent of all the 
members of that CD then present when the candidate is proposed and 
their consent is formally asked by the Master.” * * * “ Nor is this in- 
herent privilege subject to a dispensation; because the members of a par- 
ticular CD are the best judges of it; and if a fractious member should be 
imposed on them, it might spoil their harmony, or hinder their freedom, or 
even break and disperse the cHi which ought to be avoided by all good 
and true brethren.’ 

“ Surely a privilege which, as stated in the above Regulation, is ‘inhe- 
rent,’ must be a Landmark. 

“V. That the twenty-second of the Landmarks according to the New 
York Constitution, ‘That Masonic intercourse with a clandestine or ex- 
pelled Mason is a breach of duty and an offense against Masonic law,’ is, 
and must have been ‘since the time whereof the memory of man runneth 
not to the contrary,’ a vital principle in our organization, is so obvious, 
that we accept it as a Landmark, without discussion, though neither 
Mackey, Simons nor Lockwood has included it in his list. 

“VI, The principle that ‘every Mason is amenable to the Masonic 
Laws and Regulations of the jurisdiction in which he resides,’ though 
omitted by Lockwood, and left to be inferred from the frame of Landmark 
34, in New York Constitution, is one which, from the very nature of our 
institution, must have prevailed from the beginning. The Mason is or* 
of a great family, whose members are dispersed in every quarter of the 
globe. They owe to him, and he to them, great and responsible duties. 
He owes no merely local allegiance ; he has taken upon himself obligation s 
which no change of location can cancel or impair; obligations which are 
imperative upon him everywhere. He may not imperil the honor of Ma- 
sonry, or bring the brethren to shame by his shortcomings, anywhere; if 
he offend the Masonic law in any place where he may sojourn, there must 
he atone to that offended law. 

“VII. That ‘the obligations, means of recognition, and the forms and 
ceremonies observed in conferring degrees are secret,’ is an axiom; and 
so evidently lies at the very foundation ot our Fraternity, that we wonder 
it finds no place in the list of New York, or in the work of Simons, as a 
Landmark. 

“ As belonging to the class of Landmarks we are now considering, name- 
ly, those which seem on their face to assert themselves as such, we accept 
without discussion or further comment, (for we think they need none,) the 
following : 

“VIII. Belief in the Immortality of the Soul. 

“IX. Charity to all mankind, and more particularly to a brother Mason, 
is a Masonic duty. 

“X. No visitor, unknown to the brethren present, or to some one of them, 
as a Mason, can enter a CD without first passing an examination accord- 
ing to ancient usage. 

“XI. All Masons, as such, are peers. 

“XII. All constituent pEEp are peers. 

“XIII. All Grand [§] are peers. 

“XIV. Every CD has power to make Masons, and to administer its own 
private affairs. 

“XV. Every CD, when congregated, must be duly tiled. 

' “XVI. The government of the Craft, when congregated in a 1 a, by a 
Master and two Wardens. 

“XVII. A Grand CD has supreme and exclusive jurisdiction, within its 
territorial limits, over all matters of Ancient Craft Masonry. 

“XVIII. The Ancient Landmarks are the Supreme Law, and can not 
be changed or abrogated. 
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“We enter next upon the consideration of certain principles which we 
beheve all will concede to be Landmarks, though tbeyare £ri»pa^otw 
apparent as those already stated. J ^ 1 

“A. Belief in the Resurrection of the Body. 

, “ Tf ? ls * s COI, t aine d the first Landmark of the list of Lockwood. The 
twentieth Landmark, according to Mackey, is The belief in a resurrection 
to a fu ture life. In the text he Joes not inform us whether be intends to 
cons ey the meaning of a corporeal resurrection or not. But in the follow- 
ing foot-note he renders his meaning clear : 

. I ^ e ^hole scope and design of the third degree is to teach the resurrec- 

nfaf r ? m t «r dea , d r' 1 * t l ,at °? the R °yal Arch is to inculcate the rewards 
of a future life. If the doctrine of the resurrection were false, then would 
the ceremonies of the third degree be simply a farce; and hence Hutchin- 
son, who had profoundly studied its symbolism, says, that the Master 
t e ®tifies our faith concerning the resurrection of the body ’ 
^-Spirit of Masonry f page ioi. J 

B. It is the duty of every Master Mason to be a member of a | — j . 

L 9 c 2 ? talned in , t T he New York Constitution and in Mackey, but is 
Old Charges DWision lh 0 : ^ i8 thuS inculcated in ‘he 

1 ts a place where Masons assemble and work: hence that as- 
sembly, or duly organized Society of Masons, is called a CD, and every 
brother ought to belong to one, and to be subject to its By-Laws and the 
(jeneral Regulations. 

J, A Book of the Law’ shall constitute a part of the furniture of every 

, ‘ he r four . Iist ® in , th « forgoing table, Mackey’s alone has this set 
down as a Landmark. It should include the ‘Square and Compasses and 
and will then be a ritualistic Landmark, the authority for which will be 
apparent to the Masonic mind. 

‘D. The sixteenth of the. Landmarks, according to Mackey, is that ‘no 
CZ2 can mterlere in the business of another i i . nor give degrees to breth- 
r. h ° are rne ] n J Jers °f other [Ejp.’ As thus stated, it occurs to us that 
the latter part of the sentence is meaningless. A member of a □ must 
be a Master Mason; he already has all the degrees which any □ can 

confer; therefore no other □ could possibly give him any degree what- 
ever. Let _u» use a somewhat different expression, when we shall doubt- 
.essrecognize an Ancient Landmark : No CD shall supplant another CD 

«r° a ? peal can be taken t0 the CD from the decision of the Master, 
or the Warden occupying the chair in his absence. 

“This is in the New York list, and that of Simons. It is omitted by 
Mackey and Lockwood, unless intended by the latter to be deduced from 
his statement. 

‘That the Master is the head of CD-’ But although Mackey omits it as 
a .Landmark, he states on page 240 of the same work we have heretofore 
tjuoted from, that ‘the highest Masonic authorities’ have 'denied the power 
ln ? F-Lu° entertain an appeal from any decision of the presiding officer;* 
and further on, upon Uie same page, that ‘it is admitted to be the settled 
law of Masonry that no appeal can be taken from the decision of the Chair 
to the 1 1 . 

F. The right of every Mason to appeal from the decision of his breth- 
ren in □ convened, to the Grand CD or General Assembly of Masons. 

“Of the four authorities from which our table is compiled, Mackey alone 
states this proposition as a Landmark. But both the old Charges and Gen- 
eral Regulations enunciate it as right, and it is so manifestly necessary to 
preserve the even balance of justice and fair government, that we have no 
hesitation in setting it down as a Landmark. 
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“G. Every Mason must be tried by his peers; and hence, a CD cannot 
try its Master. 

“This is not stated as a Landmark by Mackey or Lockwood, but we be- 
lieve the principle involved is recognised by all Grand CD Constitutions, 
and we have no doubt that both Mackey and Lockwood would, upon re- 
flection, agree with us that it is a Landmark; for the former, on page 357, 
states as one of the prerogatives of the Master of a CD, that of exemption 
trora trials by his I I . on charges preferred against him; and the latter, on 
page 30, states the same thing in number 13, of the enumerated prerogative 
of the Grand Master. 

“H. The office of Grand Master is elective, and should be filled annually 
by the Grand 1 — l . 

“Of this Landmark, Mackey (Text Book, p. 20) says; 

‘Many persons ignorantly suppose that the election of the Grand Master 
is held in consequence of a law or regulation of the Grand CD- Such, 
however, is not the case. The office is indebted for its existence to a 
landmark of the Order. Grand Masters are to be found in the records of 
the institution long before Grand jEp were established.’ 

“And the learned Committee of Correspondence of the Grand CD of 
New York, in 1831, said; 

‘The Grand Master is not a creation of the General Regulations, the 
Ancient Charges, or Written Constitutions. He existed when all those 
that we know anything of were made.’ 

“To all of which we agree, though both Simons and Lockwood are silent 
upon the point. 

“I. The prerogative of the Grand Master to preside over every assembly 
of the Craft within his jurisdiction, wheresoever and whensoever held. 

“This 19 found in Mackey and Simons, and omitted from the Constitu- 
tion of New York and the work of Lockwood. The first of the General 
Regulations, compiled by Payne, and found in Anderson’s Constitution, 
reads as follows: 

‘The Grand Master, or his Deputy, hath authority and right, not only 
to be present in any true 1 1 . but also to preside wherever he is, with the 

Master of the CD on his left hand, and to order his Graad Wardens to 
attend him, who are not to act in particular rEp as Wardens, but in his 
Presence and at his command; because there the Grand Master may com- 
mand the Wardens of that 1 — 1 . or anv other brethren hepleaseth to attend 
and act as his Wardens pro tempore. 1 

“We have no doubt that such was the immemorial usage. 

“ J._ The prerogative of the Grand Master to grant Dispensations for 
opening and holding new [Ep . 

“This undoubted Landmark is omitted in the New York enumeration, 
as also in Lockwood; but was re-enacted in Part II, Article I, Section i, 
Subdivision 1st of our constitution. 

“K. The Prerogative ot the Grand Master to grant Dispensations to Ep 
to ballot for and confer degrees at irregular times. 

“This is found in Mackey, but not in the New York Constitution, or 
Simons, or Lockwood. Our Grand CD has re-affirmed it in Part II, Arti- 
cle I, Section 1, Subdivision 3d of the constituiion. But though we esteem 
it as a Landmark, we deprecate its use. 

“L. The Prerogative of the Grand Master to grant Dispensations to pEp 
to elect officers atter the period prescribed by law. 

“M. The Prerogative of the Grand Master to Arrest the Warrant or 
Dispensation of any CDi until the next Annual Communication of the 
Grand 1 — 1 . 
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“N. The Prerogative ofthe Grand Master to suspend the Master of any 
□ from the exercise of the powers and duties of his office, until the next 
Annual Communication of the Grand I — i.” 

“O. The Prerogative of the Grand Master to require the attendance of, 
and information from, any Grand Officer respecting matters appertaining 
to the duties of his office. 6 

“P. The duty as well as the right of every warranted □ to be repre- 
sented in the Grand l l at its Annual Communication. 

“Charge XII. of the series of charges to the Master elect of a CH, previ-, 
ous to his investiture, contains this obligation, to which the Master must 
give an affirmative response: 

‘You promise a regular attendance on the committees and communica- 
tions of the Grand l I . on receiving proper notice.’ 

“Regulation X,of the General Regulations of 1721, reads as follows : 

‘The majority of every particular □, when congregated shall have the 
privilege of giving instructions to their Masters and Wardens, before the 
assembling of the Grand Chapter, or □, at the three Quarterly Commu- 
nications hereafter mentioned, and ofthe Annual Grand □ too; because 
their Master and Wardens are their Representatives, and are supposed to 
speak their mind.’ 

“The Landmark is omitted by Simons, and by Mackey is stated much 
more broadly 1 than we have put it; possibly because, as he says, ‘In former 
times every Mason, even ‘the youngest entered Apprentice,’ had a right 
to be presentat the General Assembly of the Craft, which was annually 
held;’ and because 'as late as 1717, on the re-organization ofthe Grand 
□ of England, we are informed by Preston that the Grand Master sum- 
moned all the brethren to meet him and his Wardens in the quarterly 
communications.’ All of which, though quite true, did not make the right 
of every Entered Apprentice or Brother so to attend, a Landmark. We 
have followed the New York Constitution in stating the right of represen- 
tation, and, as thus stated, we believe it to be a Landmark. And in pass- 
ing, we beg to say that, in our humble judgment, those Grand □ Consti- 
tutions which restrict the representation in Grand £Z) to the Masters of 
[~Ep , violate a Landmark. 

“Q. The right of every □ to instruct its Representatives in the Grand 

“This is found in Mackey and Simons, but omitted by Lockwood, and 
also from the New York Constitution. We think that the right must co- 
exist with the right to representation, which latter right no one will deny. 
In fact, the only hesitation we have in stating it as a separate Landmark, 
is, that it might, with some show of reason, be insisted that it is already 
included in that affirming the right of representation; because there could 
be no representation, — properly so called, — unless the representatives 
spoke the understood or expressed will of the ;£rp . See Regulation X, 
quoted in our remarks under Subdivision P. 

“R. Every Master, before closing his must give, or cause to be given, 

a lecture on Masonry, or a part thereof. 

“The rationale of this landmark is apparent to any one who has been 
regularly elected and installed, and has served as Master of a 1 — 1 . 

“S. Restoration to the privileges of Masonry by the Grand I — I does not 
restoap to membership in a constituent 1 — 1 . 

"We copy this from the New York Constitution, save and except the 
substitution of the word ‘constituent’ for 'subordinate.' A ‘particular’ or 
‘working’ □ is in some respects superior and not subordinate to the 
Grand CD °f which its representatives are constituent parts, and the very 
principle enunciated in this landmark is an evidence of our assertion, — if 
it is a landmark,— because if so the constituent CH can do what the Grand 
□ has not power to do, Neither Mackey, nor Simons, nor Lockwood 
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enumerate this in their list. But Brother Mackey says in chapter III of 
book VI, (which chapter is wholly devoted to the subject of restoration.) 
that 

‘On an application for restoration by petition * * * the Grand l — I 
may, ex gratia, in the exercise of its clemency, extend a pardon and remit 
a penalty, so far as it refers to expulsion from "the order. But in this case, 
as there is no question of the original justice of the sentence nor of the 
legality of the trial, the pardon of the Grand □ will not and cannot re- 
store the brother to membership in the l — l .’ 

“We agree with him, fin all save the use of the word “order,” which we 
do not like as applied to Ancient Craft Masonry,) but pray, why cannot 
the pardon of the Grand □ restore to membership in the I — I ? 'Because 
such an attempt upon the part of a Grand CD, either by constitutional 
provision, regulation, edict or otherwise, would be an attempt to abrogate 
the Ancient Landmark, namely, the inherent right of every | — | to accept 
or reject those who seek to become new members. Brother Mackey is 
therefore inconsistent with himself when he tells us, (page 17,) that the 
Landmarks of Masonry ‘amount only to twenty-five in number, and are as 
follows:’ gild yet omits the one under consideration from his list. 

“The chapter of Bro. Mackey’s book above mentioned, discusses what 
he is pleased to call *the two Methods’ of restoration, namely: restoration 
on petition and restoration on appeal i With all deference to our learned 
brother, we think he has fallen upon a confusion of terms which has led 
him into a confusion of ideas. There is but one method of restoration; 
which is that whereof we have quoted him and in which we agree with 
him. On appeal, there is no such thing as restoration. If a constituent 
I I has pronounced judgment of expulsion or suspension, from which an 
appeal is taken, and the Grand □ reverses the judgment for errors or 
irregularities in the trial, sending the case back for new trial, that action 
of the Grand □ leaves the accused precisely as he was before trial; if, 
when the charges were preferred, he was a member of the r — I . he still is 
and so remains, (so far as the charges and trial affect him,) until a final 
judgment against him. If the Grand CD deem the charge unfounded, and 
without evidence to warrant a conviction, or that the matters charged do 
not constitute ft Masonic offense, and therefore annuls the sentence, that 
action of the Grand CD leaves the brother accused in statu quo ante helium; 
his membership (if he were a member when charges were preferred, and 
he yet live,) is intact, because in either of these latter cases, the judgment 
is, and is by the action of the Grand CD declared, void. And a void judg- 
ment affects not the status of man or property. The brother is, in such 
instance acquitted by the Grand CD, not restored, either to the rights and 
privileges of Masonry, or to membership— for these rights have never 
been legally disturbed— there never has been, in law, any conviction.” 

“T. The Master and Wardens of every warranted CD must be chosen 
annually by its members, on or before tha festival of St. [ohn the Evange- 
list; and it installed cannot resign their offices during the term for which 
they were elected. 

“This is included in the eighteenth Landmark, according to the New 
York Constitution, except the reference to St. John’s Day. Mackey, on 
P a g a 339 , sa y s : 

‘All offices in Masonry are held by annual tenure, which is perhaps 
derived from the fact that the general assembly of the Craft was ancidfitly 
held annually. This election must also be held in subordinate jgl on the 
festival of St. John the Evangelist, or at some meeting immediately pre- 
vious to it.’ 

“In relation to the other proposition contained in our statement of this 
Landmark, he says, on page 341 : 

‘It is now held by a large majority of authorities that an officer, after 
having once accepted of installation, cannot resign the office to which he 
has been elected. And this seems to be in accordance with reason; for, 
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by the installation, the officer promises to discharge the functions of the 
office for the constitutional period, and a resignation woud be a violation 
of his oath of office, which no □□ should be willing to sanction.’ 

“We do not fully endorse this last quotation; for we think that the 
Secretary or Treasurer of a l l . though elected , may resign without viola- 
ting any Landmark or general law of Masonry. 

“U. Incase of death, inability or absence of the Master of a I — I . it is the 
prerogative of the Senior Warden, and in case of his death, inability or 
absence, of the Junior Warden, to preside over the l — I . 

“None of the authorities from which we quote state this as a Landmark; 
but it is as fixed and as ancient a principle of masonic law as some which 
most authorities claim to be Landmarks; and Bro. Mackey, on page 372, 
says Tn the absence of the Master, the Senior Warden governs the 1 — 1 . 
This is his inherent right.’ And on page 373 he says: 

‘All the duties that devolve upon the Senior Warden, in the absence of 
the Master, devolve in like manner, and precisely to the same extent, upon 
the Junior Warden, in the absence of both the Master and Senior Warden.’ 

“It is somewhat remarkable that Mackey should talk thus of the inhe- 
rent right of Wardens, and yet not have placed it among the Landmarks. 

“Simon s, too, on page 11, speaking of vacancy in the office of Master? 
says : 

*Tt is the admitted prerogative of the Senior Warden, in the event of 
such vacancy, to succeed to the chair, and, in his absence, the Junior War- 
den succeeds by immemorial right — a right which even the edict of the 
Grand MasteT cannot abrogate.’ 

“Surely, such a right must be a Landmark. In fact, it is a duty as well 
as a right. In the charge to the Senior Warden elect, he is told: ‘In the 
absence of the Master, you are to govern this r~~L* 

“V. A Grand I 1 must meet at least once in each year, to consult and 
act concerning the interests of the Fraternity in its jurisdiction. 

“This is, in substance, the thirty-first and last Landmark, according to 
the New York Constitution. Such meeting is in accordance with ancient 
usage. And it is necessary, in order to preserve other Landmarks. The 
office of Grand Master is to be filled annually. The Master and Wardens 
of a 1 1 must be elected annually, and they are bound to represent their 

1 ) in the Grand [ 1 : it is their right as well as duty. And, unless the 

Grand meets at least once in each year, the [EjJ are deprived of the 
opportunity of being represented and ‘speaking their mind’ in the Grand 
I u according to their inalienable right. The rights and privileges of 
individual Masons might also be kept in abeyance, and they practically 
deprived of the inestimable and inherent right of appeal, by a failure of the 
Grand □□ in this respect. 

“We now propose to examine, as briefly as may be, a series of principles 
upon which there is considerable conflict, but which in our judgment are 
Landmarks. 

« 

“a. A petition to be made a Mason, after being presented and referred, 
cannot be withdrawn, but must be acted upon by report ol Committee 
and ballot; provided, if at any time before the balloting have commenced, 
it be discovered that the petitioner does not live within the jurisdiction of 
the 1 i , or is not of lawful age, the petition must be dismissed for want of 
jurisdiction, unless it be shown that at the time ol making the petition, the 
petitioner had knowledge of the laws ofthe Craft respecting local jurisdic- 
tion or lawful age, as the case may be; and the petition must be dismissed 
when the death ofthe petitioner is made known before ballot. 

“Down to the word ‘provided,’ this is copied from the New York Con- 
stitution. No part of such rule is found as a Landmark, in either Mackey, 
Simons or Lockwood. But Mackey says, (page 130,} the petition having 
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been once, read cannot be withdrawn. It must go through the ordeal of 
investigation and ballot. And Simons (page 52) says: 

‘If it is decided to receive the petition, it is then entered upon the record, 
and referred to a committee for investigation. It has now become the 
property of the P~T1 and cannot he withdrawn but must take the usual 
course by report of committee and ballot’ 

“To the same effect are quite a number of decisions to be found in the 
proceedings of American Grand 

M b. Initiation makes a man a Mason, and when he receives the degree 
of Master Mason, he becomes a member of the 1 — I ^conferring it.” 

“It is in our judgment, more in consonance with reason to say that when 
a ma n is raised to the sublime degree of Master Mason, he is a member of 
that | — ) which conferred the degree, than to affirm that he must perfoni 
some additional act before he shall become a member. The idea ot incho- 
ate membership sounds strangely. He either is or is not a member after he 
receives the degree. By the ceremonies of the degree he is by his own 
consent adopted into the family, and is in full fellowship with it. He is 
bound to the F raternity by a three-fold stronger tie than a mere signing of 
his name imports. He is affiliated* Must it not grate harshly on the 
ear of the newly raised brotner to be told: ‘You are a Master Mason; 
you have received all that you have asked and all that we can confer; but 
you are a waif; you are not bound to us, nor we to you; 6ign your name 
m that book, or go hence a masonic null us fill ins, belonging to nobody in 
particular.’ Such, in effect, is he told in fEp where, following hard upon 
the solemn ceremonies and impressive charge, he is told by the Master 
(generally w T ith a sang jroid which i6 a sufficient damper for any tempera- 
ment) that he can become a member of that I l only by signing its By- 
Laws.. How 6uch an announcement must cool his ardor and blunt the 
effect intended .by and made upon him by the sublime scenes through 
which lie has just passed I Until, therefore, we 6hall be shown some 
authority older than that presented to us, we shall believe that in this 
matter, as in all things else, Masonry presents a consistent harmony, 
which would be, but must not be, marred by any such discordant require- 
ment as that contended for by the inckoatists . 

“c. The Right of every Mason to visit and sit in every regular 1 — i r 
except when such visit is likely to disturb the harmony or interrupt the 
working of the I — 1. 

. “Mackey says, on page 29: ‘The right of every Mason to visit and sit 
in every regular 1 1 is an unquestionable Landmark of the Order.’ Fur- 

ther on he says that ‘This right may, of course, be impaired or forfeited on 
special occasions by various circumstances.’ The New York Constitution 
and Simons state the right with similar qualifications. It is altogether 
omitted from the list of Lockwood.” 

“Your committee are of the opinion that one of the reasons why a man 
becomes a Master Mason is that he may travel, even into foreign coun- 
tries, and be received by the faithful as a matter of Btrict right. The idea 
that a Mason in good standing is subject to have ‘an absolute right* for- 
feited by *particular regulations,* or otherwise, is repugnant to our sense 
of masonic justice. We could not believe it, though all the masonic jurists 
in Christendom were at our ears. In short, we are, by our masonic teach- 
ing in the work, as well as from reason and upon the weight of authority, 
led to the conclusion that the right of visitation is a Landmark, subject 
only (for the protection of that masonic harmony which must not be dis- 
turbed) to the cjualifications we have above named. 

“d. The disciplinary powers of a □ may not be exercised for a viola- 
tion of the moral law (as distinguished from the law of the land,) until the 
offender has been twice admonished by the Master or Wardens of his 1 — 1 

“We follow the Constitution of New York, substituting only ‘twice* for 
‘thrice,’ so as to accord with the Old Regulation cited below. In the 
foregoing table it will be seen that our other authors omit mention of the 
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necessity of admonition as a Landmark. But let any Mason con over 
what he has been taught in the third degree, and if he has had ‘an attentive 
ear’ he will agree with us that admonition ought to precede discipline. As 
matter of practice it is very usual to prefer charges without any warning 
or caution as to the moral delinquency, thereby practically disputing our 
point. We shall be happy, if in this instance only, our labors result, in 
some measure, in a return to the Ancient Landmarks. We believe this 
one to be correctly stated in Regulation IX, of the General Regulations 
of 1721, as follows: 

‘But if any brother so far misbehave himself as ijp render his I I uneasy, 
he shall be twice duly admonish’d by the Master or Wardens in a form'd 
1 l : and if he will not' restrain his imprudence, and obediently submit to 
the advice of the brethren, and reform what gives them offense, he shall 
be dealt with according to the By-Laws of that particular CD,’ Ac. 

“ e. The reversal by a Grand I I of a judgment of suspension or expul- 
sion by a constituted f~~l. leaves the party accused in the same relations 
of membership as before the charges were tried. 

“Under subdivision S. we referred to the misuse of the word “restora- 
tion.” That misuse has, we think, given rise to most, if not all, the discus- 
sion in which the Landmark just stated has been denied or disputed. This 
understanding about terms or words being borne in mind, we agree with 
the principles stated by Mackey, commencing on page 547, and ending on 
page 552. On page 547, he says : 

‘The principle which I lay down on this subject is, that when a 1 — 1 has 
wrongfully deprived a Mason of his membership, by expulsion from the 
Order, the Grand 1 — l . on his appeal, if it shall find that the party is inno- 
cent, that wrong has been inflicted, that by the sentence the laws lof the 
institution as well as the rights of the individual have been violated, may, 
on his appeal, interpose and redress the wrong, not only by restoring him 
to his rights and privileges as a Mason, but also to membership in the 1 — I . 
This, it seems to me, is the true principle, not only of masonic law, but also 
of equity. If a brother be innocent, he must be restored to everything of 
which an unjust sentence had deprived him — to membership in his CD as 
well as to the general rights of Masonry.’ 

“We say that in the given case the unjust sentence did not deprive the 
party of membership, and therefore membership cannot be restored; but 
that such decision of a Grand CD necessarily decides that there has been, 
in law, no deprivation. You cannot restore what has not been taken away. 
The judgment of the CD would have deprived the accused of membership, 
if not reversed ; the judgment being annulled, nothing exists which stood 
in the way of membership.” 

“f. A CD under dispensation is a temporary body, and is not entitled to 
representation in the Grand 1 — 1 . 

“Of the works from which we have prepared the foregoing table, the 
Constitution of New York alone has this; with this addition, that ‘those 
who work it do not forfeit their membership thereby in any other 1 — 1 . 
while it so continues, but such membership is thereby suspended.’ This 
"latter clause we omit, because we conceive that to be purely a matter ol 
local legislation. Indeed we adopt that portion we have placed in italics, 
only because that, as such [Ep exists, we must define their status so as to 
preserve the Ancient Landmarks. As is remarked by Mackey, (page 300,) 
‘The ancient records do not throw any light on this suject of [i=p under 
dispensations.’ Such pEp are ot modern origin. But, according to the 
Ancient Landmarks, the Grand CD WSS composed of ‘the Masters and 
Wardens of all the regular particular [Ep upon record, with the Grand 
Master at their head, and his Deputy on ms left hand, and the Grand War- 
dens in their proper places.’ See General Regulations XII, of 1721. Now 
these ‘regular particular f-p were all warranted [Ep, and consequently 
permanent ones. A 1 l under dispensation is a temporary one, holding its 
authority to work from a different power than that under which warranted 
[Ep work. They are not the peers of warranted pEEp ; and all representa- 
tives in Grand 1 1 . as such, must be peers. 
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“Mackey says on page 301, that ‘A □ under dispensation cannot be 
represented in the Grand I 1 . 1 To which we agree. He also says, in a 
footnote to this passage, that ‘It will be unnecessary to cite any authorities 
in support of this principle, as the uniform usage of every Grand 1 — 1 has 
always been in accordance with it.' This may have been correct when it 
wns written, but is not now; for it is the practice in some American Grand 
[HEp to admit representatives of fEp which have been working under dis- 
pensation, on the instant the charter is voted, and before it is issued, and 
therefore, of course before the I I is constituted under a legal warrant ; 
whereby an Ancient Landmark is disturbed. 

“We therefore conclude that pEEp under dispensation are not entitled to 
representation in Grand □, and that this is a Landmark.” 

“c. In the New York Constitution we find it stated as a Landmark, 
‘That a ballot for each degree separately is an undeniable right when de- 
manded ’ 

“We reject this because we believe it to be a matter within the province 
ot every Grand I I to adopt a regulation governing in its own jurisdiction. 
In point of fact, in quite a number of jurisdictions, there is but one ballot 
for the three degrees; and we cannot think they are either wilfully or 
blindly disturbing an Ancient Landmark. Of course we concede that any 
member may object to the advancement of a candidate, in his own 1 — 3 . 
although the candidate may have been elected to receive all the degrees; 
but so, we believe, he can where a candidate is elected to receive but one 
degree 

“</. Of those authorities from which our table is compiled, the New 
York Constitution alone claims, (Landmark 29) ‘That no appeal lies irom 
the decision of a Grand Master in the chair, or his Deputy or Warden 
occupying the chair in his absence.’ 

“We know that many eminent Masons entertain this idea; we are sorry 
to be compelled to differ from them. Among them is Mackey; the gist of 
what he gives us on the subject is copied from the Report on Correspon- 
dence of New York, in 1852; see pages 466 and 467. Why did he not put 
it among his Landmarks? If such a principle is correct, it certainly must 
be a Landmark. Yet he failed to state it among the ‘twenty-five,* ‘than 
which there are no more.’ Where shall we find any ancient authority for 
it, Landmark or Dogma? We have sought, and found not. 

“The reason given by the New York Committee why no appeal lies, is : 

‘Because he is, in his official position, required, like the Master in hi s 
I 1 . to see that the Constitutions and laws of Masonry are faithfully observed. 
He cannot do this if his opinion or decision may be instantly set aside by 
an appeal to that majority which is about to violate them.’ 

“Here are no less than four false hypotheses; and so self-evidently such 
that it would be a waste of time and labor to reply to them : 

“1st. That the obligations of the Grand Master are superior to those o 1 
the majority. 

“2d. That the Grand Master’s decision will necessarily always be right. 

“3d. That the majority will necessarily always be wrong; and therefore, 

“ 4th. That if an appeal be allowed, the decision of the Grand Master 
will always be reversed.” 

“Well, and what then? Your smutched pot brighteneth not himself by 
calling your sooty kettle swart. But, really, the cases are not alike. The 
very reason why an appeal should not lie from the decision of the Worship- 
ful Master to Iris 1 1 . furnishes a good, if not the best, reason why an 

appeal should lie from the decision of the Grand Master to the Grand 1 — 1 . 
If a Worshipful Master decides wrongfully, there is the Grand to 
appeal to, and therefore the time of the constituent CZ] should not be taken 
up or its harmony possibly disturbed, by allowing an appeal. The Wor- 
shipful Master is accountable to the Grand □ for his errors. But if the 
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Grand Master err, (and ‘to err is human.’) the Grand CD has no power 
higher than itself, to which an appeal can be taken. 

“How is it with decisions made by the Grand Master in vacation ? He 
reports them to the Grand r~l : if that body approve them, they become 
the rule of action within the jurisdiction; it not, the rule laid down by the 
Grand [33 < s the one that governs. If such a decision, made when the 
Grand Master has ample time to consider, may be reversed by the Grand 
CD, why may not a hasty decision from the ‘chair’ meet a like reversal, if 
in the judgment of the Grand 1 1 it is erroneous? The majority are not a 

rabble, as the New York Committee seemed to consider them; they are 
supposed to be ‘picked men:’ the Grand Master has no natural or reason- 
able right to arrogate to himself intelligence superior to theirs. Has he, 
then, any conventional right? Again, we ask, where may we find the 
evidences of it? On the contrary, does not this alleged landmark conflict 
with landmark 28, as promulgated by the Grand CD of New York itself? 

‘That a Grand 1 1 has supreme and exclusive jurisdiction, within its 

territorial limits, over all matters of Ancient Craft Masonry.’ 

“e. The New York Constitution state, as a landmark, number 26, ‘that 
a failure to meet by a 1 1 for one year is cause for the iorfeiture of its war- 

rant.’ 

“Mackey and Simons also, though they each omit this from their list of 
landmarks, speak ot it as one of the laws of Masonry; but Mackey merely 
copies from the New York Constitution, without comment or reference to 
other authority; and Simons, (himself a Past Grand Master of New York.) 
states it without saying where he got it, and also without a word of com- 
ment. We agree that the failure of a 1 1 to meet for one year is cause for 

the forfeiture of its warrant, provided such is made the law by the Grand 
CD; hut that is not the way ancient landmarks can be set up. We have 
failed to find authority for it as a landmark. Even the framers of the New 
York Constitution 6eem to have wavered; because, although it is there 
stated in the Sth section as a landmark, in the 18th section, where the acts 
by which a warrant may be forfeited are enumerated, we find: 

‘ 2. Departure from the original plan of Masonry and ancient landmarks. 

‘3. Disobedience to the Constitutions; and, 

‘4. Ceasing to meet for one year or more.’ 

“f. We have, lastly, to discussa question which has, of late, been much 
and warmly debated, namely: Has a Grand Master the prerogative to 
make Masons at sight? 

“This alleged prerogative is included in the list of landmarks in the 
New York Constitution, and by Mackey and Simons; and, although not 
so included by Lockwood, is in another place (page 28) enumerated among 
the prerogatives of the Grand Master, as follows : 

‘6. To make Masons at sight — this power being, however, restricted to 
the conferring of the degrees according to the ritual, in the presence of a 
lawful number ot Masons, and of all the necessary elements of a regular 
I I ; the presence of the Grand Master supplying the warrant.’ 

“The present advocates of and apologists fdr this so-called prerogative, 
perhaps, without exception, limit their endorsement of it in this way; such, 
however was not the manner of the then Grand Master Hyam, ot California, 
when he ‘made Masons at sight’ in 1852. If we mistake not, he would 
take a man privately into a room by himself, and without other assistance 
make a fullfledged Master Mason of him. This led to a serious disturb- 
ance of the prior harmony between Grand Master Hyam and the Grand 
CD °f California. At the Annual Communication of that Grand Body, in 
May, 1853, the Committee on Correspondence, in relation to the matter, 
reported, among other things, as follows: 

‘The Grand Officers are but constituent parts of the Grand I — 1 . and it 
would be denying an axiom to assert that the Grand Master, or any other 
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member thereof, possesses powers superior to the whole body, collectively. 
It needs no argument or proof to show that the whole is 'greater than a 
part, or that a part is less than the whole. Then, if there be no power 
vested in this Grand by implication, apart from the strict letter of the 
Constitution, how can it be urged that the Grand Master, a constituent 
part thereof, possesses such implied powers?’ 

"The ancient Constitutions grant to the Grand Master the power ‘to 
assemble a and make Masons at will,’ which with the most liberal con- 
struction can only apply to time and place — a power which none will deny, 
either to the Grand i i or Grand Master, in cases of actual emergency, 
all other requisites being satisfactory. But the ancient constitutions point 
■out the requisites which a candidate for Masonry must possess; one of 
which is that ‘no man shall be made a Mason without the unanimous con- 
sent of the members present of the CD to which he niay petition.’ The 
opposition of one member is sufficient to reject a candidate, and, say the 
ancient constitutions, ‘this is an inherent right, not subject to a dispensa- 
tion.’ ” 

“An occasional I i . forsooth! What, then, becomes of your sight-tnade 
Mason? He is a member of an occasional l — l . isn’t he? It seems to us 
he must be like the offspring of a woman who has an occasional husband; 
he is a Masonic nullus jilius, — Anglice , a bastard son of — light. As for us, 
and our house, we want no illegitimate children in the family. 

“It is admitted that the old Constitution nowhere mention the right of 
the Grand Master to make Masons at sight. Has any higher authority 
piven him the right? If so, where is the evidence of it? Ours is a specu- 
lative Science, founded upon an operative art; and we are supposed to 
follow the analogies of that art. Could King Solomon, ‘in all his glory,' 
make an operative Mason at sight? The fact that Grand Masters have 
assumed so to act does not prove that they had the right to do so. On 
that principle, murder might be justified. Sovereigns have committed 
murders, for which they were not, because they could not be, punished or 
called to account; ergo, the sovereign has a right to commit murder. The 
tendency of unchecked power has always been toward aggressiveness; and 
the fact is that those who aforetime exercised the so-called power of mak- 
ing Masons at sight took advantage of their socinl and political prominence, 
as well as of the absence of any power to punish Grand Masters, to do 
such act without warrant of Masonic authority. They usurped the power, 
as many a magnate had grasped unwarranted powers before their time. 

“In some Constitutions of the present day the power of the Grand Mas- 
ter to make Masons at sight is conceded. But where, by any authority of 
Masonic law or usage, did they derive the precedent ? And who has pro- 
ven it to be a Landmark? It is our firm conviction that the framers of 
these Constitutions have accepted this so-called prerogative on trust. 
It has slipped in unquestioned, like dead-heads into a crowded theatre. 
Let us now ‘suspend the free list.’ Let us lop off this parasite. Let well- 
informed Masons, in each jurisdiction where the Grand Constitution 
enunciates this baseless prerogative move an amendment, and, pressing it 
to a passage, purify our institution of this abuse. Freemasonry has as- 
sumed vast proportions. We must be cautious in adhering to Landmarks, 
or the fabric will fall into ruin. We have said that this power of making 
Masons at sight has been usurped. Now, in the full tide of our success, 
and ere it be too late, the time has arrived when the sturdy barons of the 
Craft must demand at the Masonic Runnymede a restoration to ancient 
rights, and guarantees against the perpetration of hoary wrong. 

“We insist that it is a landmark, that ‘No one can be made a Mason ex- 
cept in a lawful I l . duly convened, acting under an unreclaimed warrant 
or dispensation, and at a place therein named, after petition presented at a 
regular meeting, and acceptance by a unanimous ballot.’ 

“After a patient and laborious examination of the subject, we present a 
list of what we consider landmarks of Masonry, being those to which, in 
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the course of the argument in this report, we have given in our adhesion ; 
but we here present them arranged, as we think, in more logical order: 

!n the existence of a Supreme Being, the Great Architect ot 
the Universe. 

“ II. Belief in the immortality of the soul. 

“III. Belief in the resurrection of the body. 

“ IV. Obedience to the moral law. 

“ V. Respect for, and obedience to the civil law and government of the 
country where a Mason may reside. 

“VI. The legend of the third degree. 

“VII. The modes of recognition. 

“VIII. The obligations. 

. IX. The obligations, means of recognition, and the forms and ceremo- 
nies observed in conferring degrees are secret. 

. “ X - Charity to all mankind, and more particularly to a brother Mason > 
is a masonic duty. 

"XI. Every person to be made a Mason must be a man of lawful age, free- 
born and hale and sound as a man ought to be. 

"XII. The ballot for candidates is strictly and inviolably secret. 

“XIII. No one can be made a Mason, except in a lawful I — I duly con- 
vened, acting under an unreclaimed warrant or dispensation and at the 
place therein named, after petition presented at a regular meeting, and 
acceptance by unanimous ballot. 

X f^* A petition, to be made a Mason, after being presented and refer- 
red can not be withdrawn, but must be acted upon by report of committee 
and ballot; provided, if at any time before the balloting have commenced, 
it b e di scovered that the petitioner does not live within the jurisdiction of 
the CI 1 , or is not of lawful age, the petition must be dismissed for want of 
jurisdiction, unless it be shown that at the time of making the petition the 
petitioner had knowledge of the laws of the Craft respecting local jurisdic- 
tion 01 lawful age, as the case may be; and the petition must be dismissed 
when the death of the petitioner is made known before the ballot. 

<<X V- The duty of every Master Mason to be a member of a l — l . 

XVI. Initiation makes a man a Mason, and when he receives the de- 
gree of Master Mason he becomes a member of the □□ conferring it. 

X Y IL , The right of every Mason to visit and sit in every regular I — i’ 
woridngof^he 8 ^] V * S!t * 6 llkely to d!sturb the harmony or interruptjthe 

- , ‘ XV . IIr - .Masonic intercourse with a clandestine or expelled Mason is a 
Masonic crime. 


“ XIX - , E y. er X Mason is amenable to the Masonic Laws and'regulations 

ofthe jurisdiction in which he resides. “ ■ 

.. '‘ XX - The disciplinary powers of a n may not be exercised for a viola- 
tion ot the moral law (as distinguished from the law of the land,) until the 
offender has been twice admonished by the Master or Wardens of his n. 

™t^L.^! St ° rati< l n t( ?. th ? P ri X, ile ge? Masonry by the Grand n does 
not restore to membership in a Constituent [~~i . 

‘ XX * E The reversal by a Grand □ of a judgment’ of suspension or 

?;Tl r !r° n by i? C ?? stltu c n t □. leaves the party accused in the same rela- 
tions of membership as before the charges were tried. 

fff- No appeal can be taken to the I — I . from the decision of the 
Master, or the Warden occupying the chair in his absence. 
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“XXIV. The right of every Mason to appeal from the decision of his 
brethren in CD convened, to the Grand CH or General Assembly of 
Masons. 

“XXV. Every Mason must be tried by his peers, and hence a CD can 
not try its Master. 

“XXVI. The government of the Craft, when congregated in a I I . by a 
Master and two Wardens. 

“XXVII. No one can be Master of a Warranted CD) but a Master 
Mason, who shall have served as Warden. 

“XXVIII. Every CD) when congregated, must be duly tiled. 

“XXIX. A “Book of the Law,” the Square and Compass shall consti- 
tute a part of the furniture of every l l . 

“XXX. Every CD has power to make Masons, and to administer its own 
private affairs. 

“XXXI. No visitor, unknown to the brethren present, or to some one 
of them as a Mason, can enter a CD) without first passing an examination, 
according to ancient usage. 

“XXXII. Every Master, before closing his CD> must give or cause to 
be given, a lecture on Masonry, or a part thereof. 

“XXXIII. The Master and Wardens of every Warranted I I . must be 
chosen annually by its members, on or before the festival of St. John the 
Evangelist; and if installed, can not resign their offices during the term 
for which they were elected. 

“XXXIV. In case of the death, inability or absence of the Master of a 
I — i . it is the prerogative of the Senior Warden; and in case of his death, 
inability or absence, of the Junior Warden to preside over the l l . 

“XXXV. The duty as well as the right of every Warranted CD to be 
represented in the Grand CD as its Annual Communication. 

“XXXVI. A CD under dispensation is a temporary body, and is not 
entitled to representation in the Grand l l . 

“XXXVII. The right of every CD to instruct its Representatives in the 
Grand I I . 

“XXXVIII. All Masons are peers. 

“XXXIX. All Constituent [Ep are peers. 

“XL. All Grand pE^ l are peers. , 

“XLI. A Grand CD has supreme and exclusive jurisdiction within its 
territorial limits, over all matters of Ancient Craft Masonry. . 

“XLII. A Grand CD must meet at least once in each year, to consult 
and act concerning the interests of the Fraternity in its jurisdiction. 

“XLIII. The office of Grand Master is elective, and should be filled 
annually by the Grand I I . 

“XLIV. The prerogative of the Grand Master to preside over every 
assembly of the Craft within his jurisdiction, wheresoever and whensoever 
held. 

“XLV. The prerogative of the Grand Master to grant dispensations for 
opening and holding new [Ep . 

“XL VI. The prerogative of the Grand Master to arrest the warrant or 
dispensation of any CD until the next Annual Communication of the 
Grand l l . 

“XL VII. The prerogative of the Grand Master to grant dispensations 
to fEp to ballot for, and confer degrees at irregular times. 

“XLVIII. The prerogative of the Grand Master to grant dispensations 
to pEp to elect officers after the period prescribed by law. 
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“XLIX. The prerogative of the Grand Master to require the attendance 
of, and information from, any Grand Officer, respecting matters appertain- 
ing to the duties of his office. ^ 

“L. The prerogative of the Grand Master to suspend the Master of anv 
□ from the exercise of the powers and duties of his office, until the next 
Annual Communication of the Grand | — i . 

‘LI. The Ancient Landmarks are the Supreme Law, andean not be 
changed or abrogated. 

“Here are fifty one distinct propositions, one more than double the num- 
ber stated by Bro. Mackey, and twenty more than are embraced in the 
New York Constitution, though we have excluded several points which 
those authorities, respectively, have included. Yet we feel assured that 
we have not included any proposition that is not a Landmark, though we 
may have (doubtless have) omitted some things which are Landmarks.” 

Bro. W. A. M. Van Bokkelen from the same Committee presen- 
ted the following minority report: 

“Not being able to enderse all the arguments and conclusions of the 
majority of your committee on Landmarks, and believing the subject to be 
one of considerable importance, upon which no one should hesitate to ex- 
press his views, I would respectfully submit the following report, restrict- 
mg myself to those points on which we do not agree: 

“Masonic Laws naturally divide themselves into three great classes— 

“i. Landmarks. 

“2. General Regulations. 

“3. Local Regulations. 

“I would define the Landmarks as those characteristic marks or fixed 
principles by which, time out of mind, Freemasonry, has been universally 
known and preserved, which have distinguished it as Freemasonry, and 
which must forever remain inviolate and unchanged. 

“'Ike requisites, therefore, of a custom or rule of action to constitute it a 
Landmark, are: ;S>sf antiquity; second, that it was universal from time 
immemorial; third, that in its very essence it is essential to the preserva- 
tion of the principles of the F raternity, ‘and of that general uniformity of 
character and design which constitutes the true universality of the Institu- 
tion, and is, therefore, unchangeable. 

“Applying these tests, w-e will be compelled to exclude several of those 
prmmpies or rules to which the majority of your committee have awarded 
the honor of being landmarks. 

f y this is a landmark then, verily, are we all clandestine Masons, 

for, prior to 1718, warrants were unknown, and ‘pEp were empowered, by 
inherent privileges vested in the fraternity at larg^f to meet and act occas- 
ionally, under the direction of some able architect, and the acting magis- 

w C °. l .‘ Ut r i, an u th f P roccecli %'sof those meetings, being approved 

by the majority of the brethren convened at another CD assembled in same 
district, were deemed constitutional.-Preston, old eh, p. 66, note. 

“The first warrant was issued under a regulation adopted June 24th, 
1717; from that time, and not before, were Ep restricted to certain locali- 

he'rrtnd ^ "r V a*’ * W< ? at least °"*e r ° ur ^ which organized 
1=1 of England continue to exist and woFk, making Masons 
without anv wnmntnrn^m. .1 . . . . f? 


.rruu^.,4. ~ : ° — aiiu worn., making Masons 

': ar, ? t . 0r ^ tl .' er al, ihority than the ‘inherent privileges ves- 
tedin the fiaternity. Yet we are all sprung from these old rH, which 
had none and still refuse to have warrants. 


1 , which 


i„ a the first clause— No man can be made a Mason except in a 

lawful IZD —to be a Landmark, and believe that it should be clearly set 
forth as defining the Grand Master’s right or prerogative of 'm akin a 
Masons at sight, which I hold simply means the power to grant the am 
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thority to a regular [3] to receive a petition out of time, and act upon it 
immediately, without due reference to a committee and report thereon, as 
is usually required. 

“No. XIV. While I endorse the arguments and conclusions of Bro. 
Taylor on this subject, I am forced to rank it as a Regulation, it wanting 
the two elements of antiquity and universality; the doctrine of the juris- 
dictional rights of pEp being a modern invention, and one which until 
recently had never been recognized outside of the United States. 

“No. XVI. Is deficient in universality; the Grand □□ of Scotland hav- 
ing never recognized it, but, on the other hand, requires a separate ballot 
for membership. And Scotland is not alone in this requirement. 

“No. XX. I find this, as No. IX of the General Regulations of 1721; the 
thirty-ninth or last of which expressly declares that any or all of them may 
be altered or repealed, therefore it is wanting under the test of being 
unchangeable. 

“No. XXI. Our present system of 1 1 organization and membership is 

subsequent to the revival of Masonry in 1717, and therefore everything 
bearing upon the relation existing between a and its members properly 
comes under the head of a Regulation — it being deficient in antiquity. 

“No. XXII. This, with all the arguments brought to its support, is the 
mere logical sequence of the fact that Masonry is based on justice, and it 
would have been better to say ‘Justice should be the peculiar characteristic 
of the relation between an accused brother and his r~ 1 .’ It should be ex- 
cluded for the same reasons as No. XXI. 

“No. XXVII. On this question I have never been able to come to any 
conclusion satisfactory to my own mind. The only mention of it which 
can be found in the earlier writings of the Craft is in the Charges prepared 
by Anderson in 1721, and approved by the Grand f~~l in 1722 and which 
were subsequent!}’ altered and amended in the second edition in 1723 and 
again in the edition of 1738, thereby proving that these Charges were de- 
ficient under the test of being unchangeable. This one was altered both 
times. And again, the same paragraph in which this principle is laid 
down contradicts itself. It says, ‘All preferment among Masons is grounded 
upon real worth and personal merit only, therefore no Master or Warden is 
chosen by seniority, but for his merit.' 

“No. XXXIII. This should be classed a6 a Local Regulation. In the 
first clause, ‘the Master and Wardens of every warranted d) must be 
chosen annually by its members,’ I concur, but dissent lrom the remain- 
der for the following reasons: In some jurisdictions the elections are held 
on or before the festival of St. John the Baptist; in others on or before the 
festival of either of the Saints John, leaving it to the choice of the particu- 
lar [§]. Again, if Masonry was established as claimed by some, under 
the shadow of the rising walls of Solomon’s Temple, at what season of the 
year did our early brethren hold their elections, from that time until the 
time that June the twenty-fourth and December the twenty-seventh were 
selected by the Christian Church as the festal days of those truly great 
men? In many jurisdictions it has been decided that an officer can resign, 
the only argument to the contrary being the installation obligation, which 
we find varies in nearly every ceremony, as given in the several text books 
and monitors which we have examined; in some of the earlier ones it being 
entirely omitted; and we cannot find any mention of it in the Anderson 
Constitutions. 

“No. XXXVI. rt =3 ‘under dispensation’ is an invention of the last one 
hundred years, and therefore nothing appertaining to them can be classed 
as a Landmark. 

“No. XXXVII. The present organization of Grand [§ ], consisting of 
the Master and Wardens of particular rfsj l, originated about 1724, prior to 
which time all the brethren, Entered Apprentices, and Fellow Crafts, as well 
as all Master Masons, were entitled to be present and vote in Grand □ on 
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all questions; therefore this principle is deficient in antiquity, and, as it is 
denied by some Grand [§], it wants universality. 

“No. XLI. The American doctrine of Grand jurisdiction is the 
growth ot tire present century, and is denied by nearly all the European 
Grand rEp; it is, therefore, deficientin antiquity and universality, and every 
principlebased on it must be denied the honor of being a Landmark. 

“No. XLV. The Grand Master can only issue dispensations for new 
[pi on such conditions as his Grand Q may see fit to prescribe. What, 
then, becomes of his prerogative if the Grand should see fit to impose 
some condition with which it would be impossible to comply? The Grand 
Master owes his very existence to the Grand CZJ, and derives all his pow- 
ers from it, the Grand d] being the legislative and he the executive branch 
of the government, ^ and has only such powers as the Grand □ may see fit 
to attach to the office. And the body which creates an office and invests 
it with power can most certainly increase, decrease, or entirely change 
those powers. Under which conditions, what becomes of official preroga- 
tives? Therefore I am compelled to pronounce against XLVI, XLVII, 
XLVIII, XLIX, and L, being classed as Landmarks. 

“I would therefore reduce the number of Landmarks, as reported by 
your committee, from fifty-one to thirty-three, as follows: 

“Reject Nos. 13, 14, 16, 20, 21, 22, 27, 33, 36, 37, 41, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, and 50. 

“Whenever a doubt has existed in my mind I have allowed it to be over- 
ruled by the judgment of the chairman of the committee, who has devoted 
much time to a very careful and laborious investigation of the subject.” 

New York enumerates thirty-one, 

Bro. Mackey twenty-five, 

Bro. Lockwood nineteen and 

Bro. Simons fifteen, Landmarks, 

Our enumeration is still less; it would be difficult to find a dozen 
of the old laws but that have been changed or violated by Grand 
& 

The Ancient Landmarks are few; it is a favorite expression with 
parties writing or speaking on Masonic subjects, who have a pet 
measure to sustain, or are warring against some claimed to be law, 
to say, “As an Ancient Landmark” or “As a violation of the 
Ancient Landmarks.” 

No law, custom, usage, or practice introduced since 1717, is an 
Ancient Landmark, consequently they must be found in the laws, 
customs, or usages prevailing at the time when the contract was 
made, that, the “Ancient Landmarks should never be changed.” 

The report on Foreign Correspondence presented by Bro. Taylor 
is one of the best that we have had the pleasure of reading. The 
proceedings of thirty-eight Grand pEp — including those of Minne- 
sota are reviewed. 

We have devoted so much space to the other reports that we 
have room for but one extract from this. On the usefulness of 
reports on Foreign Correspondence he says: 
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“We ‘rise to explain.’ In the first place, we think it the duty of each 
Chairman of Committee on Correspondence to give the proceedings of 
every Grand □ a ‘thorough perusal’ so that nothing of general interest 
may escape him. In the matter of ‘liberal comments’ we have only to say 
that when the subject treated of requires comment, the reviewer’s 
remarks should be given with sufficient fullness to allow the reader to 
know his opinion. It may, or may not, be of some utility. If it provokes 
i thought upon a disputed point, it is of service. These reports should have 
an aim, and that aim should be to increase the stock of masonic knowledge. 
By courteously discussing the questions which arise, we shall arrive more 
nearly to uniformity in matters of masonic jurisprudence and usage; we 
shall obtain a better knowledge of masonic landmarks, and we shall help 
to elevate the standard of masonic intelligence. These discussions often- 
times require ‘liberal extracts,’ that we may fairly present the views which 
we attack or endorse. Even in matters of mere ornament — the graces of 
language applied to speculative topics — the poetry of Masonry ; wherever 
we find passages which in our judgment will tend to withdraw the mind of 
the reader from the dull, plodding actualities of every-day life, and give 
new scope and strength to his imagination, we must confess it is difficult 
for us to refrain from quoting them.” 

M.-, W.-. George Robinson was re-elected Grand Master, and 

R. - . W.\ J. 0. Currie elected Grand Secretary. 

NEW BRUNSWICK. 

The fifth annual communication of the Grand □ of New Bruns- 
wick was held at St. John September 25th, 1872. 

Fifteen pbr; I represented. 

Twenty-nine on the roll. 

One dispensation for a new □ issued during the year. 

The Grand □ of Scotland has recognized that oF New Bruns- 
wick. 

Transactions of local interest. 

No Report on Foreign Correspondence. 

M.-. "W".- John V. Ellis was “nominated” and elected Grand 
Master, and 

“V”. - . W.-. Win. F. Bunting re-appointed Grand Secretary. 

NOVA SCOTIA. 

The seventh annual communication of the Grand □ of Nova 
Scotia was held at Halifax June 5th, 1872. 

Thirty-eight pE=p represented. 

Sixty on the roll. 

Four dispensations for new issued during the year. 

The address of the Grand Master, in his absence was read by 
the Grand Secretary, we quote a paragraph; — where can be found 
a like record? 

“Fifty-six years have now rolled round since I was first ‘brought to light’ 
in a Masonic 1 I* during fifty-four of which I have uninterruptedly been a 
subscribing member of Virgin Q in this city. For upwards of thirty 
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years I had the honor and pleasure of presiding over the Craft as Provin- 
cial Grand Master, while under the jurisdiction of the Grand pEpof England 
and Scotland, and though now some seven years beyond the ‘threescore and 
ten,’ my zeal for the welfare and prosperity of our ancient and honorable 
institution, has not in the least degree abated — my chief regret being that 
my advanced age and consequent infirmities prevent my meeting you 
oftener at your stated assemblies; but though absent in body I need not 
assure you my heart is always with you.” 

Transactions of local interest. 

The following resolutions laid over until the next session, — is a 
way of “striking from the roll” that we approve. 

“ Resolved , That H5D may return as missing any member whose residence 
or address is not known for three successive years, and that pEp be ex- 
empted from dues for such members while so missing. 1 ' 

A very excellent report on Foreign Correspondence, was sub- 
mitted / in which the proceedings of thirty-eight Grand pEp are 
ably reviewed, — Minnesota, does not appear. 

On the composition of reports, it says: 

“We rise to explain that the composition of our Committee on Foreign 
Correspondence is by the appointment of three brethren annually, of whom 
only one in all probability has been accustomed to the duties before. As 
the proceedings come in, they are divided, and generally to the new mem- 
bers first, who, burning with zeal, fire away at the first and write a good 
long report; when they get to the end of their allotment, they imagine 
that shorter ones will do. Last year’s report of District Columbia must 
have been amongst the first. ‘Texas' was about the last. In the mean 
time the new hands have retired and the old hand has to bear the brunt of 
the criticism sure to be evoked.” 

The composition of these reports should be the work of hut a 
single individual, even where translations are required; that criticism 
or praise can he placed on the right shoulders. There is a good deal 
of “ hard sense ” in the foregoing extract. 

In referring to our report of last year the committee saj r : 

“An argument so unreasonable as one that marks one Masonic Law for 
United States, and another for the British possessions &c.” 

Be the consequences what they may, we reiterate, the fact is 
patent that there are many masonic laws on the continent that do 
not obtain in the United States. On the question at issue, we have 
said our say and are disposed to await results ; as yet we have met 
with no arguments sufficiently convincing to induce a change of 
opinion,. 

M. - . W. - . Alexander Keith Grand Master, and 

R. - . W .• . Benj. Curren Grand Secretary were each re elected. 
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OREGON, 

The twenty-second annual communication of the Grand CD of 
Oregon was held at Salem June 24th, 1872, 

Thirty-nine fEEp represented. 

Fifty-two on the roll. 

Four dispensations for new pEEp issued during the year. 

We quote from the address of the Grand Master: 

“I maintain that a CD 01 Masons should not only be a benefit to its mem- 
bers but to the community in which the same is situated; by compelling, 
if needs be, by the enibrcement of proper masonic discipline, all of its mem- 
bers ‘to square their lives by the square of virtue.’ Virtue! and how much 
is embraced in that word; why, it is the sum of the excellencies of human 
life, and he who follows her paths, adds to himseir wisdom and happiness, 
and’ exerts an influence in community that tends to the exaltation and well- 
being ol society. This Masonry requires of all her votaries.” 

And also this; — compare the situations, with that of our Grand 
i — i . and ours only three years younger: 

“There is, belonging to this Grand CD, about eleven thousand dollars, 
of what is known as the Educational Fund, which is now invested in U. S. 
Bonds, which, owing to the faithful management of P.\ G.\ M.\ Bayley, 
Chairman of the Educational Fund Committee, is continually augmenting 
by the investment of the interest arising therefrom. This fund was origi- 
nally contributed by brethren for the purpose of building and endowing a 
university of learning under the auspices of this Grand CD-” 

Two decisions reported, we copy: 

djgj- That a change of venue in masonic trials does not obtain, and that 
rjjg remedy is by appeal from the action of the i i to the Grand CD- 

“ 2d That one of the fundamental rights of a subordinate CD is the right 
of a penal jurisdiction over all Masons residing within its territorial juris- 
diction. That it is the duty of the Grand Master to enforce this constitu- 
tional right, not to circumscribe it.” 

The following resolution was adopted: 

“Resolved, That one ballot upon the petition of an applicant for the de- 
grees of Masonry, if clear, shall entitle such applicant to the three degrees.’) 

The following was laid upon the table: 

“ Resolved , That intemperance in the use of intoxicating drinks and the 
retail trafic and sale of the same is an infraction of Masonic obligation, and 
is a good and legitimate cause for discipline, and should be punished as 
other offences.” 

Bro. S. F. Chadwick, Chairman of the Committee on Foreign 
Correspondence, submitted, a report in which are reviewed the pro- 
ceedings of forty-five Grand pEEp — Minnesota left out in the cold. 
We always like to read P.-. G.-. M.-. Chadwick’s reports, his selec- 
tions are ever judicious and comments ■well timed and to the point. 
One extract, historic: 

“How can we stop here? Our Grand CD of Masons is proud of Missouri. 
The first chapter that ever issued to open a Subordinate CD on the Pacific 
coast was granted to Multnomah CD, No. Sq, by the Grand CD ° f Masons 
in Missouri, October 19, 1846, ‘to open a CD in Oregon City, Oregon Tern- 


♦ 
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F°JV ( ,7 h i S r h T er '! as u hauled’ across the plains in an emigrant wagon. 

«cel^t P B r Sri' \% h T 7 th i S ^ harter we are indebted to^ 
excellent Brother, J L. Hurford, Grand Secretary of the Grand rn of 
Oregon, and we give h as follows : 1 — 1 ol 

ro^nTsfr C ?h N °' 8+ ’ ' vas . ch ? rtered h .v Grand o of Missouri, Oct. 
lall W M wI pT organized under it Sept, n, A. D. 1848, Joseph 
Daugherty, S. W., and F. C. Cason, J. W.; and was, 
coast f ’ ^ firSt regl ' ar > ’ cbartered and organized □ on the Pacific 

•California d], No. 1, was chartered the 19th day of April, A. D. 1850. 

'The names ol the officers who signed the charter of Multnomah No 8a 

L hC o Pring 0fl ^ 8 - ?. rother P - B Cornwall started with a small com- 
pany for Oreg°n arid t° him was intrusted the care and safe delivery to 
Brother Hull, of the charter of Multnomah d On arriving hf thlfW 
nee country and finding that it would he unsW to pursue theh journey fim- 
ther without reinforcement, they retraced their steps until they fell in 'with 
and were re.n forced by Brother’ Orin Kellogg’s company wh/» they auain 
turned westward. Before arriving at the junction of 1 the Oregon and Cali- 
mnnV° a i ’ anumb l? r °[ lhe company had concluded to take the latter 

Broth ! rKrifn WBS Br °M er Cornwa11 ’ and having satisfied himself that 
Brother Kellogg was a Mason, entrusted the said charter to him strictly 
enjoinmg that Tie deliver it to no one but Brother Joseph Hull, in’ Oregon 
fhe news °f Brother Kellogg being in possession of he chute 
having reached Brother Hull some days in advance of the company? lie 

Tnd on the same H° mC ^ Brotbcr .Kcllogg, and escort him into the imlley 
the same day, the 9th ol September, met him near Foster’s in 

escorted 1 them 'to^ornn 7 "? troduced themselves, and then, as per request, 
escorted them to good camping quarters near Oregon City, where he re- 
mained until Monday, the nth, when, as per agreement lie wi h the 

ma^v C of^h p i p 1 6 1 B,r C 1 ' r 6 li* 11 P re 8° n Cit ^’ satisfied himself as to’the legiti 
RmLr H h n Claims, and then delivered the charter into the hands of 
Brother Hull, who at once opened and regularly organized the □ under it. 

‘Brother Kellogg still lives, has attained the good old age of 82 years and 

less 'th! oldest I M* rkabl ' e n gree ’ h |? men,al and Physical faculties^; is doubt- 
less the oldest Mason in Oregon, having been made in 1811.’ 

all 'rol! t ij.t Se fL h V’ g v brother, have a tendency to make our relation in 
. . th . at cousins, so far as Missouri and Oregon is concerned— 

th^p B nri!" fa tbe P‘ lr P°ses of life— a relation that will strengthen by 
ouTarooms.^^ therhood we can talk over at our firesides, and,, raise in 


PENNSYLVANIA . 

The pamphlet before us contains an abstract of the proceedings 
had at three quarterlies, one special and the annual communication 
of the Grand d of Pennsylvania,— the one hundred and seventh, 
which latter was held at Philadelphia, December 27th, 1871 . 

It is recorded in the proceedings of the June quarterly communi- 
cation, that charges of “gross unmasonic conduct were preferred 
against a Master of a d,” in that, that, upon two separate occa- 
sions whilst conferring the third degree "he made use of and read 
from a certain manuscript.” He was found guilty an “expelled, 
from all the rights and benefits of Masonry.” 
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Wonder what Pennsylvania would do with a Grand officer who 
would write on the fly leaf of a printed book an official certificate 
that it was the approved work of the Grand l — i ? 

Suppose that there were numerous books of that kind, each hav- 
ing the signature in full with official position? , 

From the report on appeals presented at the December quarterly, 
we select: 

“The Grand □ has over and over again decided that disputes in busi- 
ness relations between members of the Order must be adjudged by the 
law and civil tribunals of the State. That out of these relations there are 
but few instances in which a d) is justified in taking action, and in such 
cases the Masonic offence must be too clear to be seriously questioned. In 
this case there is no such offence proved, indeed it is only to be surmised. 
Your Committee take this occasion to rebuke the use of the words in which 
the charge is made and offer the subjoined resolution.” 

“ Resolved , That the appeal of J. F. R is sustained, and he be restored 

to membership in □, No. — A. Y. M.” 

The charges were procuring a Bro. endorsement for $1000, know- 
ing that he could not meet the payment; — borrowing $50, ten days 
before failure; and of iailing to credit a brother with amounts paid. 

It will be noticed that in Pennsylvania the good old rule is obser- 
ved “leave one as good as you find him,” — no names, of parties dis- 
ciplined, are given in their reports that come before the public. 
The following on advancement: 

“It has long since been settled that after initiation it is the duty of the I — I 
to advance a brother desiring it, unless charges are preferred against him. 
Such is the duty of t i No. — , in this case. The brother has a right to be 
advanced in the usual manner and at the proper time, a mere objection 
amounts to nothing. It must assume the specific and distinct shape of a 
charge upon which the brother must be duly notified, and such action 
taken as the evidence will justify. The result of the trial will show whether 
the brother is to be advanced or not. Nearly three years and half have 
elapsed without any action on the part of the £Z] in the case of this Appren- 
tice Brother. This is all wrong, they should try, and expel him if tin worthy, 
or advance him. They cannot halt where they now are. The Committee 
submit the following resolution.” 

“ Resol-ued , That I I No. — , be instructed to advance brother S. B, B , 

in the Second Degree of Masonry, unless charges be preferred against him 
and the proper investigation be had.” 

Those who have “pitched in” to us on this question, will take 
notice that we are more than sustained by one of the oldest Grand 
I t- 4 -l on this continent; one that has the reputation of, and prides 
herself upon, having adhered emphatically to the old customs and 
usages. 

We quote from the report of the “Committee on Landmarks” on 
the CD jurisdictional question: 
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“A. B , residing at C , nearer to D than to E , 

presented his petition for initiation and membership to J No. — 

at E . That □□ made inquiry of CZ3 No. — at D whether 

there was any Masonic objection to receiving his petition and making him 
a Mason and member of said □ No. — . 

“After ‘consideration and discussion,’ both as to ‘jurisdiction and the man’ 
the Secretary was ‘directed to transmit a negative answer properly authen- 
ticated.’ 

“ I — l No. — at E , approved the candidate and initiated him. 

[3] No. — at D. — , complains of this proceeding as-an invasion oi 

her jurisdiction, and asks the Right Worshipful Grand I I to adjudicate 
thequestion of a lodge’s territorial jurisdiction, that the harmony which 
ought to exist between neighboring H=P may not be disturbed. 

“The principle of jurisdiction as assumed in the question presented bp’ 

I l is founded in misapprehension. There is no law in this 

jurisdiction obligatory upon an applicant for initiation and membership 
requiring him to present his petition to the I I nearest his residence. The 
notion is based upon regulations which obtain in other societies of a bene- 
ficial character, and which quietly and gradually has been gathering strength 
among certain of our brethren until they could enforce it ns a rule of Ma- 
sonic practice. It is a growth of later years. It never has existed as a 
regulation in this jurisdiction. He who believes himself possessed of the 
necessary qualifications, and has the earnest desire to become a Free Mason 
may present his petition wherever he will. 

“In this he is controlled by the wish to become a member of a □□ wherein 
may be his friends or associates, or from motives of personal convenience. 
The nearest geographically might require a journey of hours over a 
country road, whilst a half hour by rail might carry him to a □□ at a greater 
distance from his residence. 

“But whilst this Grand £□ has expressly held that ‘there is no landmark 
or positive prohibition against a conferring Masonic rights and privi- 
leges on those who are worthy and competent to receive them,’ who may 
reside nearer to other fEp , ‘yet the propriety of strict inquiry and due ex- 
amination in regard to an applicant seeking these benefits,' is also so dis- 
tinctly recognized, that notice to the I — I . ‘within the conventional bounds 
of which he may reside’ has been declared to have grown almost ‘into a 
Masonic custom.’ It will be observed that there is a marked and empha- 
sized distinction between an exclusive territorial right to receive and act 
upon a petition lor initiation and membership, and the positive duty of 
making due inquiry into qualifications. 

“When a □□ receives such a petition, which must distinctly state the 
residence of the applicant, from one who resides nearer to another r I . it 
should inquire of the □□ nearest the place of residence of the applicant, 
whether there exists a Masonic objection to his being made a Mason. This 
objection must be a Masonic disqualification. Residence nearer another 
I I is not such a disqualification. 

“As your committee is not ‘invested with powers of an appellate jurisdic- 
tion,' but are simply to pass upon questions ‘touching the Ancient Land- 
marks, Customs, Usages, and the Constitution, Rules and Regulations of 
the Grand CZ] of Pennsylvania,' we here might rest this report, but for the 
purpose of providing rules for the guidance of the rEp , so that while ancient 
custom is not infringed, there may be due comity observed, your committee 
present the following, in the nature of regulations to be obeyed in cases 
where a petition for initiation and membership is presented to any i i at a 
greater distance than another from the petitioner’s place of residence : 

“i. The l n receiving such a petition shall inquire of the CZ nearest the 
residence of the applicant if there is any Masonic objection to his being 
made a Mason. 
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“a. No CD shall ballot upon a favorable report of a committee of inquiry 
in such a case, until the CD to which the foregoing inquiry has been ad- 
dressed shall have replied that there is no such objection, or until a full 
and sufficient time has elapsed to enable a reply to be received. 

“3- If the committee shall report in favor of the applicant, and there 
shall be received from the CD nearest the plate ot his residence a reply that 
there is a Masonic objection, no balloting shall be had, but the applicant 
shall have leave to withdraw his petition. 

“ Provided , That in any city or town in which two or more |-EEp may be 
located, a resident of such city or town may apply to either of such pEp . 

“If any CD located outside of the city of Philadelphia shall receive a peti- 
tion from a resident of said city, the CD shall forward the inquiry whether 
any Masonic objection exists to the applicant being made a Mason, to the 
R. W. Grand Secretary', who shall refer such inquiry to such CD or [Ep * n 
said city as he shall deem proper. 

“Your committee, therefore, offer the following: 

“ Resolved , That the foregoing recommendations be adopted as rules to 
be observed by the [-Ep in all cases where they shall receive apetition from 
an applicant for initiation and membership who resides nearer to another 
I — i than the one to which the petition is presented. 

“ Resolved , That as it was the question of territorial jurisdiction which 

was asked by CD a t D. to be decided, and as it does not seem to have 

been any wilful violation of Masonic propriety on the part of the CD at E. 

in approving and entering A. B , the restriction against his advance 

ment be removed.” 

There are three hundred and twenty-eight working pEEp and a 
membership of 35,128 in this jurisdiction. 

From among the practical suggestions of the retiring Grand Mas- 
ter Lamberton, we select: 

“Very important duties also rest upon the Tyler, and these the Worship- 
ful Master should also require to be well performed. Compensated for his 
services, besides guarding the CD against improper intrusion or disturb- 
ance from without, he must see that the CD room is properly prepared for 
the meetings. This duty in some parts of this jurisdiction is slovenly or 
negligently attended to; for there are Tylers who seem ignorant of the 
blessing of the vast belt of fresh air which encircles us. At the close of 
the CD) when the Brethren have departed, the door is shut to be opened a 
month afterwards, when the time for another meeting has come. In the 
meanwhile there has been no ventilation, and from month to month the 
Brethren are assembled in a room fetid with foulness, reeking with sicken- 
ing odors, to inhale an atmosphere charged with impurity and pregnant 
with disease. If, making their escape when the hour of closing is reached, 
they are not in the condition of the traveler in the Highlands, two centu- 
ries ago, as described by Macaulay’s ‘half poisoned,’ ‘half blind,’ and ‘half 
mad,’ it is through no good works of the Tyler. 

“The CD should be made and kept clean. It should be well aired before 
and after each meeting. It should always be well lighted, and in winter 
comfortably heated. And if a Tyler fails to have it in this condition, the 
Worshipful Master should know the reason whj\” 

The present Grand Master, Bro. Perkins, in his inaugural ad- 
dress, says: 

“It is appropriate at this point to refer to the practice of electioneering 
for office, which is a great and growing evil. The Grand Officers have 
been astonished to learn that it has been carried to such an extent that 
printed circulars have been sent out soliciting for the sender the votes of 
the brethren, with tickets enclosed. This is unmasonic and wrong, and 
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will not be tolerated in this jurisdiction. Every brother should leel bound 
to serve his in any office to which he may be chosen or appointed, 
unless prevented by good and sufficient reasons. And a quiet and prompt 
dicharge of his duties as a member of the [ 1 — a diligent attendance upon 
the meetings, and a careful attention to the work while it is going on— a 
zealous and watchful regard for the interests of the | — | . added to the 
proper capacity and intelligence, cannot fail in due time to receive the 
merited commendation of the brethren, and their unsolicited mark of appro- 
bation by election to office.” 

Bro. Robert J. Fisher presented the report on Foreign Correspon- 
dence, noticing the proceedings of forty-five Grand [H — j l including 
those of Minnesota. The only trouble with the report is that our 
brother confines himself too much to extracts; we shouldlike to read 
Pennsylvanias comments on matters that we “term new notions’ 
found in some of the proceedings. 

“R.-.” W.-. Samuel C Perkins was elected Grand Master, and 

R.-. W.-. John Thomson re-elected Grand Secretary. 

RHODE ISLAND. 

We have the copy of the proceedings had at a special session, 
June 24th, 1870, and of the annual communication of the Grand i — i 
“for the State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations” held at 
Providence, May 15th, 1871. 

The former was held for “the purpose of laying the corner-stone 
of the monument to he erected in this city to the memory of the 
soldiers and sailors of Rhode Island who fell in the late war.” 
Twenty four pages are devoted to a minute record of the ceremo- 
nies, &c. 

From the report of the Grand Master at the annual communica- 
tion we judge that the craft in that state are “operatives,” we quote 
from his address: 

‘On the day previous to the ceremony and when it was to late to post- 
pone it, I learned that the contractor for the monument, Mr. James G. 
lsatterson. in consequence of some difficulty with the committee of the 
General Assembly as to the manner of constructing the monument, had 
refused to allow the corner stone to be brought to this city, thereby caus- 
ing g 1 " 6 * 1 disappointment and expense to the fraternity of this State, who 
had made extensive arrangements to attend, in obedience to my edict. The 
State committee procured a small stone to be used as a substitute, which 
as it laid near the large platform erected for the ceremonies, caused con- 
siderable derision among our enemies at the great stir making by the fra- 
ternity over so small an affair. Fortunately we were spared the mortifica 
tion which the craft would have experienced. Some time during the inter- 
vening night, the missing stone was found where it had been deposited 
when taken from the quarry, and although weighing nearly ten tons and 
some forty miles from the place where it was to be laid, yet when the sun 
f° se ?u - 1 j tlle intelligence spread rapidly through the city 
that the stone had been found and brought forward to be applied to it’s 
proper use. How any man, for the gratification of his own ends, could 
have been willing to so disappoint the Masons of this State, as this con- 
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tractor intended to do, I am at a loss to understand. In the days of the 
Anti-Masonic crusade it might have been considered a justifiable act, but 
in these days we look for different treatment. How the stone came here, 
and who brought it, has not as yet been revealed; it is a degree in Masonry 
which the contractor has not yet received, although I am informed that 
he writes 32 or 33 after his name. I trust that if our fraternity anywhere 
are hereafter to lay a corner-stone to be furnished by the same party, they 
will take lesson from our experience and before making their arrangements, 
be sure that they will be allowed to have the stone.” 

Transactions of local interest. 

No report on Foreign Correspondence. 

M.-. W.'. T. A. Doyle Grand Master, and 

R.-. W.-. Charles D. Greene, Grand Secretary, were each 
re-elected. 


SOUTH CAlfQLINA. 

On account of the prevalence of the yellow fever in Charleston 
the annual communication of the Grand Cl of South Carolina was 
held December 19th, 1871, instead of November 21st. 

One hundred and twenty-eight rEEp represented. 

One hundred and sixty-four on the roll. 

One dispensation for a new □ issued during the year. 

We present three decisions of the Grand Masters; 

“I. It is unmasonic for any member of a □ to inform another how he 
balloted, on any petition, to ask to know how another has balloted, or to 
communicate such knowledge if possessed. The secrecy of the ballot 
being obligatory upon all. 

“VII. That charges against a brother do not, before trial, render him 
ineligible to office or suspend him from office, he being entitled to the 
presumption of innocence till the charges be proved. 

“VIII. That an abuse of the right of ballot for candidates by a brother 
is a disciplinable offence; and if a brother waive his privilege of secresy, 
and avow an unworthy motive for balloting against a candidate, he is sub- 
ject to charges.” 

A new Masonic Hall is in process of erection at Charleston; during 
the session of the Grand □ the corner stone was laid with the 
usual ceremonies, — the trowel used was the “identical one” made 
use of by Bro. Lafayette “in 1825 at Camden, S. C., in performing 
the same ceremony for the DeKalb Monument.” 

The transactions of local interest. 

Grand Secretary Campbell presented a report on Foreign Cor- 
respondence. 

M.'. W.-. R. S. Bruns, was elected Grand Master, and 

R.-. W.-. B. Rush Campbell re-elected Grand Secretary. 



142 


Appendix. 


[1873 


TENNESSEE. 

The fifty-eighth annual communication of the Grand CD of’ Ten- 
nessee was held at Nashville, November Ilith, 1871. 

Three hundred and seven |~t~] I represented. 

Four hundred and fourteen on the roll. 

Seven dispensations for new pEEp issued during the year. 

The following from the address of the Grand Master, is true every 
where: 

“The Masonic step should not be made easier of ascent. Nothing is 
appreciated which is acquired without an effort. The fiercer the struggle 
the more valued is the prize. Every thorn in the pilgrim’s path deepens 
the faith in his heart and renews his courage to surmount unexpected 
obstacles, and as he approaches his goal the reward is enhanced in value 
in proportion to the multiplication ot his dfficulties, and thus it is with the 
great moral virtues taught and exemplified within the mystic circle of our 
Temple. If its “Regular Steps” are divested of all obstacles and the hur- 
rying multitude invited with unobstructed vision and uncalled steps to 
pass the portals and rush to its pure altars, very soon will their fires expire 
and their lights be extinguished. In the popularity of Masonry lies its 
chief danger. Now more than ever before should the pathway to its altars 
be made more rugged. Plant flowers of truth and virtue within the shrine, 
beautify and adorn the inner courts, but let the halls and corridors of the 
I'emple be strewn with thorns for the unworthy, and crowded with obsta- 
cles for the vicious, and above all at the very threshold plant a snare for 
the wily feet of unholy ambition.” 

“Tennessee and Kentucky mutually concede to each other’s rfEp the 
right to receive candidates residing nearer to such CD than to any i — | in 
their own State. J — 

The following amendment to the constitution was adopted: — 

“The M. W. Grand Master shall not issue any dispensation for the for- 
mation of a new CD except upon application accompanied by the recom- 
mendation of the two nearest |Ep, fully complying with the foregoing re- 
quirements, and not then unless the point designated for the formation of 
the new CD shall be at least ten miles distant from the nearest CD; and 
the proposed Master and Wardens of the new CD petitioning for dispen- 
sation shall produce a certificate from the Worshipful Masters of the two 
nearest [Ep, accompanied with the seals of their pEp , that they have exam- 
ined the said Master and Wardens in the workand lectures of the first 
three degrees of Masonry, and certify that they are fully capable to confer 
the three degrees correctly.” 

do not believe that a Grand 1 1 has any right or power to 
legislate upon the prerogatives of a Grand Master. 

A Grand CD may order Charters issued or not in its discretion, 
but it has no power over the inherent right of a Grand Master to 
issue dispensations. 

The following resolution was adopted: 

!‘^ es0 ^ ve ^> That the Grand I i recommends its subordinates to exclude 
willful non-affiliates from participation in all their public exercises.” 

Bro. Geo. S. Blackie presented an excellent report on Foreign 
Correspondence, reviewing the proceedings of “all the Grand £Ep 
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of America” and 'most of those on the other continent. Tennessee 
has superior advantages in obtaining the proceedings of continental 
bodies because of the exceeding activity of its representative near 
the Gfrand CD of Scotland. 

M.’. W. - . W. M. Dunaway was elected Grand Master, and 

R.-. W.-. John Frizzell re-elected Grand Secretary. 

We find the following in Bro. Gonley’s report: 

“It is with great regret that we received a circular announcing the death 
of the Grand Master, Brother Dunaway, on the 22d, of August. It is the 
'first death of a Grand Master, while in office, in that jurisdiction. 

“The subordinate [§3 were directed to be draped in mourning for thirty 
days. 

“We express our sincere sympathies to the carft of Tennessee. 

TEXAS. 

The thirty-sixth annual communication of the Grand CD of Texas 
was held at Houstan, June 10th, 1872. 

One hundred and nineteen pEEp represented. 

Three hundred and sixty-two on the roll. 

Nineteen dispensations for new phq J issued during the year, and 
fourteen applications refused. 

From the decisions and recommendations of the D •. G.-. M.-. 
acting as Grand Master — the Grand Master died soon after his 
installation in 1871, — we select: 

“The act of merely granting a new trial, either by Grand or Subordinate 
I — i . does not restore the former standing; there must be either a reversal 
of the judgment, or a special provision of restoration.” 

“ Fourth . — CD dues run against a Mason, under suspension for non-pay- 
ment of dues; but, if suspended for any other cause, there is no regulation 
authorizing it. Being deprived of all the benefits and privileges of Masonry, 
we cannot, on reinstatement, demand dues for the period of suspension, 
without a special regulation by the Grand l l ." 

“Fifth. Question: ‘Is there any law to prevent [Ep having called meet- 
ings for -work on the Sabbath day ?’ ” 

“ r Ep should not have ‘called meetings for work on the Sabbath day,’ 
except to perform those solemn rites of depositing the remains of a deceased 
brother in their final resting place. A great portion of the work ol j€p is 
typical of manual labor, and we should obey its symbolic teachings, else 
Masonry becomes a mockery, and its holy precepts ‘as sounding brass or a 
tinkling cymbal.’ The Grand [tEp has, on more than one occasion, expres- 
sed disapprobation of the practice of working on the Sabbath. Would it 
not be well to prohibit it by edict?” 

The Grand CD responded, adopting the following: 

“ Resolved , That no CD in this jurisdiction shall meet, for Work, on Sun 
day, the Christian Sabbath, except for the purpose of burial of a Mason.” 

“Sixth. A Past Master or Past Warden of a regular CD, under the juris- 
diction of any Grand CD recognized by us, is eligible to the Mastership of 
the CD, °f which he is a member, within this jurisdiction.” 
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“Seventh. The ‘side degrees,' as they are usually called, are not rccog 
nized by our Grand 1 □ as being- any part of Masonry; hence no control is- 

exercised by the Grand 1 ] | of Texas over said degrees. They are entirely 

under the supervision ot the individual Masons instituting the same.” 

“Ninth. There is a difference between a black ball and a protest. Not- 
withstanding the 105th Regulation says a protest ‘is equivalent to a black 
mu’ / et , th,s 18 construed as referring only to the effect for the time brine. 
J. he brother protesting may withdraw his objections at any time, and the 
candidate will then stand elected." 


“The difference between a protest and a blackball is obvious. In the for- 
mer case the objecting brother is known; in the latter, he is not. In the 
former, a brother might, very properly, withdraw his objections, should he 
find them erroneous ; in the latter case, to allow the withdrawal of a nega- 
tive vote, would place in the hands of an overzealous brother, who has the 
interests of the rejected candidate more at heart than the principles of" 
Masonry, the power to unveil the secrets of the ballot box; any reflecting 
brother can easily discover wherein." & 


“ Eleventh . A suspended Mason has no Masonic rights whatever; vet 
he may make complaint against a Mason, and if the r~] or officers deem 
the charge sufficient to bear an action, the J. W. should prefer charges. 
The suspended member may be a witness, but his testimony must be sworn 
t^as that ofothers not M. M's, and it should be carefully' weighed by the 


Twelfth. If a brother is guilty of unmasonic conduct, and he makes 
acknowledgments and promises reformation, and the offence is not too 
heinous in its nature, we should deal charitably and kindly toward him; 
a „. r si eem 1lm possible. But should reformation not follow, cut him 
ott \ I here are Masonic offences, however, of such nature as to preclude 
leniency under any circumstances." 


The following resolutions were adopted: 

“AcjoW That all elective officers of the Grand and Subordinate rSI of 
lexas must be installed in person, and not by proxy; and until the officer 
is so installed, the old officer shall hold over.” 

“AesoW That membership in the Grand Q does not exclude thejuris- 
S H , SU f i natC a to try and punish a Mason, who is otherwise 
subject to it, for Masonic offences; except that officers of the Grand r-J. 
during their term of office, are not subject to discipline by a Subordinate 


To all of the foregoing decisions except the fourth and the resolu- 
tions we say, concuro. 

The Gtand Master comes out square on the Negro question, ob- 
jects to making masons of them because they are negroes; it is the 
first square out argument on that side of the question that we have 
seen; widely differing from him in his premises, yet it is but fair that, 
that side of the question should be heard; we give an extract from 
his address and the report of the committee on Masonic jurisprudence 
thereon: 


“negroes not suitable material for masonry.” 

c,vl T il e H I a 8 c h ’-4 Re f'i l . :lti0 . n ’ P assed in January, 1S52, was sufficiently expres- 
* t,me ’ ? ut “ m ‘£ ht be w ell for us to again re-affirm 
‘^miple t . h ®“ enunciated, particularly as some Grand rE] are now 
making long strides into the political current of the times. Let us remon- 
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strate with our Northern brethren. Let us solemnly protest against the 
tendency to break down that barrier which has heretofore excluded from 
our halts an element extremely offensive to every Mason in the Southern 
States, Will our brethren North treat this as undue prejudice on our part, 
and trample upon our feelings and convictions of right ? We could, and 
perhaps more truthtully, charge such with being controlled by the influ- 
ences ot political fanaticism. 

“Though some may call this prejudice on our part, still those feelings 
and convictions exist, instilled into the Southern bosom, through many 
years observation, and, as we think, a j ust and correct knowledge of the 
negro race. But whether \ve are controlled in our views by undue prejudice 
or otherwise, is of but little consequence, when brought in contact with 
Masonic courtesy and brotherly forbearance. We sincerely believe the 
negro is, by nature, unfit material tor Masonry; and no cultivation, and I 
might say, no manipulation by fanatics can raise him to the dignity of social 
and brotherly recognition in our gl. We will resist to the last, 'the efforts 
being made by some to force our noble Institution into that channel which 
leads directly into the political cauldron, where, at every upheaval, the 
scum of society is precipitated to the surface. 

“Several Grand d=P are agitating the question of admitting negroes to 
our privileges. Last year the Grand I I of Illinois repealed her old pro- 
hibitory edict, by which negroes were ruled from our Sanctum Sanctorum. 
A few months ago, some fanatics in Newark, New Jersey, obtained Dispensa- 
tion, and established a i i. with the secret and express purpose of making 
negro Masons ; but so soon as that true Mason, M. W. Wm. L. Pine, G. M., 
learned their intentions, he at once arrested their labors. But by false pro- 
fessions and promises, made before the Grand □, they were subsequently 
restored; and at last accounts, the members of this clandestine CZ, (the 
warrant being obtained through fraud,) were exulting over their vile work, 
of contaminating their already false hands, by ‘tampering with untempered 
mortar.’ ’’ 

“That ‘the Grand i i cannot legislate a member into a I — i . nor keep 
one out lawfully, if the [ l unanimously decides to admit him,’ is true as a 
general rule, so tar as membership is concerned ; and it is also true that 
Grand (Ep have always exercised the power of controlling and designating 
the proper material for the Masonic temple. Some regulations of this 
character are of such ancient origin that they are universally admitted as 
Landmarks in Masonry ; such, for instance, as the prohibitions in regard 
to atheists, irreligious libertines, women, bondmen, those physically un- 
sound, &c., &c. 

“Weightier reasons exist for legislating upon the question before us than 
can be urged for some that have thus grown into Landmarks. The great 
inferiority, by nature,’ of the negro race, precludes them from our society. 
We cannot accept such into the precincts of a Masonic t~~l. where all stand 
upon the same social level. 

“A i i is an organization of a few individual members of the great fra- 
ternity oi Masons, for the purpose of practicing the mysteries and exercis- 
ing and enjoying the rights of the Institution; and in all things that effect 
the general interest of the Craft, (Ep are, and of right should be, restrained 
within due bounds. Most of the Grand fEp of the United States have, 
heretofore, declared the negro unfit material for Masonry. If he was unfit 
then, what miracle has wrought so suddena change in his nature? If such 
laws were once just and right, they cannot be wrong now. 

“I speak not to the political fanatic, but to Masons ; and with Masons, 
who are governed by the principles of the Order, who control their pas- 
sions and prejudices, and keep them within due bounds, it is an easy mat- 
ter to note the line of demarkation of caste. This is not a conventional 
caste, but a grade of inferiority fixed by the immutable laws of Nature, for 
some wise purpose; and who will attempt to laugh to scorn or thwart the 
decrees of Omnipotence ?” 
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“special report of committee on masonic jurisprudence.” 

To the M. W. Grand I I of Texas : 

“The Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence make the following special 
report : 

“On the subject of negro Masons, and the admission of negroes into our 
Order, upon which the Grand Master has so fully and ably expressed his 
sentiments, your committee fully concur in the judgment that the negroes 
of this generation and community are not fit material for the building of 
our Masonic edifice; and we deprecate the occasion which has called for the 
expression of our sentiments. If indeed the true spirit of Masonic charity 
and harmony shall prevail among American Masons, the anticipated evil 
will not practically press upon us for action. But while we concur in the 
judgment that negroes are not fit material for Masonry, jet the question 
arises, how far has this Grand I I the power and jurisdiction to enforce 
any regulation on the subject? The resolution of January, 1852, (168th, 
Reg.) was adopted during the existence of slavery when negroes were almost 
universally slaves, or born in slavery. They were then obnoxious to the 
ban of our' ancient Landmarks, which prohibit the admission of any who 
are not free born. Certainly neither a white man or a negro, who was 
born a slave, is admissible. Of this there can be no question; and any 
that has or may admit such bondman born, violates the ancient Landmarks. 
But can the Grand CZ] adopt and enforce new restrictions or prohibitions 
upon its subordinates, not recognized by the Landmarks ? Il it can, where 
is the line of demarkation to be drawn ?and what standard of race, occupa- 
tion, or condition in life, shall we adopt? Masonry knows no distinction 
of religion, nationality, politics or race, or occupation. It is universal in 
these particulars; ana it is equally true that it recognizes no right in any 
race, religion or nationality, to demand admission into its portals. None 
have any claim of right to demand admission. All without are among the 
profane. They cannot be admitted among the children ot Light, without 
the free and unanimous consent of all, given according to the rules generally 
established for the government of the Craft, and each branch of it. The 
guardianship of the portals of our Order has, by general usage and con- 
sent, been committed to the Subordinate pEp . It is lor them to decide and 
act upon the fitness of the material presented for use. They must act 
within the limits prescribed by the Landmarks, and in case they wilfullv 
err, or are grossly negligent in performance of their duty, it is in the power 
of the Grand to revoke their Charters. If we assume the ground that 
the Grand □ may impose restrictions or limitations, not imposed by the 
Landmarks, then the converse of the proposition may be insisted upon, 
that the Subordinates shall admit such classes and persons as the Grand 
I — 1 may decide to be fit material, and not prohibited by the Landmarks. 
This is precisely the ground of the Grand Orient of France, which assumed 
that the Grand dl of Louisiana had been derelict in its duty, because it 
did not affirmatively declare that negroes should be admitted into its |-Ep , 
and authorized the establishment of [Ep In Louisana for that purpose. 
Against this action of the Grand Orient, our Sister Grand dP of Louisiana 
protested before the Masonic world, and we have joined in that protest 
along with most other of our Sister Grand [El We cannot now consist- 
ently assume any other ground, if we would ; but it was the right, true and 
Masonic ground, and therefore we should adhere to it. 

“While we cannot recommend positive legislation on the subject by the 
Grand I — 1 . we repeat that we cordially unite with our Grand Master m his 
earnest protest against the admission of negroes into our Order; because 
we believe them, by their general condition and natural inferiority, wholly 
unfit for the society of our membership, and for the promotion of the prin- 
ciples of Masonry. We are sure that their admission would tend to dis- 
cord and strife instead of unanimity and concord, and that their admission 
would deteriorate, instead of elevating the standard of practice of Masonic 
principles and virtues.” 
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We endorse the following from one ol the reports of the Committee 
on Grievances and Appeals. 

“Your committee cannot but condemn the spirit too often evinced by 
brethren, who feeling themselves aggrieved, bring charges in their respect- 
ive [t=p, but failing to convince the members of the justice of the charges, 
are unwilling to abide their decision, and expect this Grand CD 1° try the 
case, de novo , and render a different decision. This committee believes 
that when there is no undue prejudice, the members of the pEp are better 
qualified to weigh and determine upon the reliability of the testimony, 
when they have the witnesses before them, than this Grand I I . We believe 
it impracticable to receive new testimony or to act upon statements ot rep- 
resentatives of the parties, which must of necessity be ex-parte. There- 
fore, when no error affecting the merits of the case appear on the record, 
and no gross disagreement between the testimony and the sentence is 
exhibited by the record, we will not reverse the action of the Subordinate 

cm” 

The reports of the Committee on Grievances and Appeals, and 
on pEEp U. D., present some curios cases; but our report is already- 
spun out to such a length as to remind us “go slow.” 

Bro. M. F. Mott presented the report on Foreign Correspondence 
reviewing the proceedings of forty-one Grand [H — ; I — those of Min- 
nesota do not appear to have been received. 

M.-. W.\ William Bramlette, was elected Grand Master, and 

B,.-. W.-. G. FI, Bringhurst re-elected Grand Secretary. 

We would suggest to the Grand Secretary to get another printer 
the type is old and dirty and the press work bad. 

UTAH. ' 

“According to previous agreement, the Masters and Wardens of 
the Masonic [~tq I of Salt Lake City met in convention,” January 
18th, 1872, “for the purpose of organizing a Grand □ for the 
Territory of Utah.” 

Delegates were present from “Wasatch □, No. 8,” chartered 

by the Grand cm of Montana, October 7th, 1867, “Mt. Moriah i — i . 
No. 70,” chartered by the Grand □ of Kansas, October 21st, 
1868, and “Argenta □, No. 21,” chartered by the Grand cm of 
Colorado, September 26th, 1871. 

All Past Masters were admitted to seats in the Convention. 

A resolution was adopted, that the Convention “consider it as a 
matter of right , and for the general benefit of Masonry, that they 
ought to form a Grand □ within said Territory.” The next day, 
a CD of Master Masons was opened, the W.-. M.-. of the oldest cm 
presiding; — Grand Officers elected — Constitution, &c., adopted — all 
the necessaries for an efficient organization provided for in their five 
days’ session. 
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The Grand [ 3 ] started off in the right direction ; resolutions of 
non-intercourse with Hamburg and its subordinates, and also with 
the Grand Orient of France, were adopted. 

As a matter of information, we note that the question has been 
raised — 

Whether the first Grand Master of a Grand □ can be properly installed 
except by a Grand Master or a Past Grand Master. 

Bro. Drummond, “the statistican,” says : 

“The first Grand Masters of the following jurisdictions were not installed 
by Grand Masters or Past Grand Masters, to-wit: New Hampshire, 1789; 
Ohio, 1808; District of Columbia, 1811; Indiana, 1818; Alabama, 1821; 
Florida, 1830; Texas, 1837; Illinois, 1840; Wisconsin, 1843; Iowa, 1844; 
Oregon, 1851, Minnesota, 1853; Kansas, 1855; Washington, 1858; Colo- 
rado, 1861; Nevada, 1865; Nova Scotia (?) 1866: Idaho, 1867; New Bruns- 
wick, 1868.’’ 

To which we add, the first Grand Master of England, at the re- 
organization in 1717 ; British Columbia and Utah, 1872. 

M. 1 . WV. O. F. Strickland was elected Grand Master, and 

R.\ W.-. Joseph F. Nonnan, Grand Secretary. 

VERMONT. 

An Annual Communication of the Grand CD of Vermont was 
held at Burlington, June 14th, 1871. 

Eighty-five fEEp represented. 

Ninety-three on the roll. 

Two dispensations for new pEEp issued during the year. 

In his report, the Grand Secretary, says : 

. “A subject worthy the attention and investigation of the Grand CD, is 
the suspension of members of rfzp for the non-payment of dues. The 
course pursued in most of the [El is working injury to the Craft, and in- 
justice to individual brethren. The question will ere long be presented to 
this Grand I 1. as it has been in several sister jurisdictions: Can a mem- 
ber of a Masonic CD be suspended without due trial? The question is 
also raised in some quarters, whether a mason suspended for non-payment 
of dues, does not stand in a far different relation to Masonry, than one 
suspended for Masonic crime, and has not such a Mason the right and 
claim to Masonic charity and burial? The practice of suspending Masons 
for non-payment of dues, i6 rapidly depleting our rauks in Vermont.” 

We hold that it is not in accordance with the spirit of Masonry 
to “suspend" a brother for the non-payment of dues. Suspension 
demands non-intercourse on Masonic subjects — one cannot talk with 
a suspended Mason, no matter for what cause suspen&ed, any more 
than with a, profane or an expelled Mason. 

A brother meets with misfortunes, has pecuniary troubles of a 
thousand different characters, he absolutely requires every dollar 
of his income for the wants of his family, ’tis a family secret — 
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should the world know it, he would be helped down hill, and Masons 
compase a portion of the world; fear, pride, hope, prevents his as- 
signing a reason why his dues are not paid ; when means permitted 
he was always found responding to the call for charity, and now 
after years of active Masonic life, because he does not pay a few 
dollars that he cannot do without distressing his family, having too 
much pride to proclaim his poverty to the world, you suspend him ! 
Decree him Masonic death ! 

It may be that he is a creditor to brethren who vote for his sus- 
pension, and if they would fulfil their obligations to him, he could 
to the CD. It is wrong, the whole is wrong from beginning to end. 

The whole thing has grown up within a comparatively few years. 
Oue ancient brethren — and there was more real, practical Masonry 
fifty and a hundred years ago than there is to-day, did not attempt 
to accumulate large funds, to be expended ; how ? — not always in 
charity. Old-fashioned Masonry, like old-fashioned patriotism, is 
where ? That Masons have not enough consideration for each 
other, charity for faults, or sympathy for misfortunes, is evidenced 
by this great cry from one end of the country to the other, “sus- 
pend,” “expel — he don’t pay two, three, or more dollars dues ! 
The penurious man is more apt to plead poverty than any other. 
The man of generous impulses, who respects himself and family, ' 
who is honestly striving to keep up appearance after misfortune — 
knowing that “the seats of the scorner” are numerous, is very loth 
to humiliate himself by explaining his pecuniary position to the 
community — and the old Masonry does not require that he should. 

As falacious as it is, mankind will judge from appearances, yet it 
is true that there are those who can but will not pay, but how can 
you tell ? As it is said to be better to let a number if guilty es- 
cape than punish one innocent party, we say — strike from the roll, 
relieve from membership, but do not decree him Masonic death by 
suspension or expulsion. 

Bro. Henry Clark presented a kind of double report on Foreign 
Correspondence, the first part of extracts on the Quebec question, 
and the second part of extracts, comments and statistics. We 
like both. Twenty-eight Grand □ are noticed, Minnesota in- 
cluded. 

M.-. W.-. Park Davis was elected Grand Master, and 

R.-. W.-. Henry Clark re-elected Grand Secretary. 
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VIRGINIA, 

An Annual Communication of the- Grand CD of Virginia was 
held at Richmond, December 11-th, 1871. , 

One hundred and twenty -eight ^Ep. represen ted. 

Two- hundred and thirty -three on the roll. 

Nine dispensations- for new pi — 1 1 issued during the year. 

The Grand Master made a brief address, reporting ten decisions. 
We present a few of them, and the action of the committee toi 
which they were referred. 

Grand Master i 

“i. A suspended Mason, whose petition for reinstatement has been 
acted on in conformity to the law of the Grand CD, and rejected, may, at 
any subsequent meeting, again present it for the action of the CD t but if 
no new facts can be added which were not before the CD at the first con- 
sideration of the petition for reinstatement, and if the petitioner does not 
allege that he did not have an impartial trial, it is the prerogative of the 
Master to refuse to allow it to be reconsidered." r 

Committee : 

“When a suspended Mason has petitioned for reinstatement, and his pe- 
tition been rejected, he may present a new petition, stating new facts 
which materially vary the case, on professing penitence, and readiness to 
make atonement. But if he desires to impeach the fairness or impartiality 
of the trial, he may do so by proper proceeding before the District Dep- 
uty Grand Master. 1 ’ 

Grand Master : 

“2. A CD can legally summon a delinquent member to show cause why 
he should not he suspended for failure to pay his dues in advance, when the 
by-laws of such CD require the payment thus to be made.” 

Committee : distinction without a difference : 

“2. Understanding the second decision to be, that a CD may proceed 
Masonically against a member who is delinquent in paying his dues, as 
required by law, we concur in it.” 

Grand Master : 

“3. The privileges of a CD under Dispensation are the same which at- 
tach to a Charter, except the power of self-perpetuation, and the rights 
incident thereto, such as election of officers, of affiliating members, of 
representation in Grand CD> of filling vacancies occasioned by death, re- 
moval, or resignation; but looking to the simple fact that their existence, 
though regular and legal, terminates with the first session of the body from 
whom their rights are derived. All persons initiated, passed, and raised 
in such CD, become, ipso facto, members of their household. They have 
the right to assess such dues as may be necessary to pay expenses and ob- 
tain a Charter, and the CD should close its last meeting previous to that 
ol the Grand CD with a resolution authorizing and requiring the officers 
to apply for a Charier, including the names of the petitioners already filed 
with the Grand Secretary, and of those initiated, passed and raised.” 

Committee: tweedle-dum, tweedle-de r 

“3d. In lieu of the third decision, we propose the following: A CD 
acting under a warrant of Dispensation, has the rights and privileges con- 
ferred by the warrant, and none other, except the inherent right of all 
Masonic bodies to raise money to pay its expenses, by levy on its mem- 
bers, the right to govern them, and punish them for unmasonic conduct.” 
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Grand Master : correct : 

“4. A Subordinate □□ cannot be legally opened, or remain cpen, unless 
one of its stationed officers be present.” 

Committee : 

“4th. We da not concur in the fourth decision- We think, if the Wor- 
shipful Master and Wardens of a be absent on a regular stated Com- 
munication, and there be present any regular Past Master of the 1 — 1 . the 
1 I may be opened by such Past Master, and proceed to work.” 

Grand Master : 

“8. An Entered Apprentice who has removed from the j urisction of the 
1 1 which initiated him, can only be legally raised in another with the 

consent of the former.” 

Committee : 

“8th. We do not concur in this decision. We think when a Mason has 
entered as an Entered Apprentice, he comes under the jurisdiction of the 
CD entering him. If he removes to another jurisdiction, the (ZD entering 
him should, on application, dismiss him as an Entered Apprentice to the 
1 I under whose jurisdiction he removed. That CD may receive him as 
an Entered Apprentice, and then he comes under its jurisdiction as fully 
as if he had been initiated there.” 

On the Representative question the following resolutions were 
adopted: 

Bro. Fenton will note. 

“1. Resolved , That the Grand I I of Virginia is earnestly desirous to 
provide fraternal intercourse with all corresponding Grand [Ep, and will 
gladly welcome, at any of its Communications, brethren resident in other 
Jurisdictions who may be commissioned to represent in this body their 
respective Grand pEp . 

“2. Resolved , That while she would not restrict the power of Grand [-Ep 
in the appointment of representatives to selections in all cases of represen- 
tatives from their own Jurisdictions, she does not deem the policy of the 
appointment of brethren who come not fresh from the body of their con- 
stituency, consistent with the true theory of representation, unless those 
brethren be commissioned for special purposes and a limited period; and 
that therefore such appointments of representatives near this body will 
hereafter be regarded as extinct after the expiration of one year from date, 
unless official information be communicated from the Grand Body which 
conferred it of a continuance of the authority of the representative.’ ” 

The following from the report of the committee on Grand Masters 
address is worth recording here: 

“The general condition of Masonry in our jurisdiction, as exhibited in 
this report, is gratifying. But in scrutinizing the documents accompany- 
ing this report, your Committee have seen, with deep regret, evidences of 
a practice injurious to Masonry. We mean raising questions of Masonic 
law on frivolous and minute pretexts, and appeals to the Grand Officers 
for their decision of such questions. 

“Questions of Masonic law, ought always to be plain and simple ques- 
tions, because our Masonic duties, are duties of plain and simple morality: 
and if Masonic duties are enforced in the Subordinate rEp on the plain and 
simple principles in our Book of Constitutions, the workof the Subordinate 
[Si will be harmonious and successful. But if there arises in any (ZD a 
disposition to raise referred technical questions, or ingenious squabbles, in 
the application of Masonic laws, as to the rights and duties of Masons, mis- 
chevious consequencos follow. First, the rules of government are obscured, 
and differences of opinion about technical and often abstract questions 
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arise, which set the members at differences, and often at variances, and 
correspondences with the Grand Officers of laborious, and sometimes of a 
vexatious character arise ; and there is much reason to fear Masonic honor, 
irom the numerous refined distinctions appearing in our proceedings, will 
be much obscured, and a captious and belligerous spirit spread through 
our borders. 

“This evil can andought to be corrected in the Subordinate |-Ep . If they 
elect men to fill the three governing offices, who, to a familiarknowledge 
of our ritual, add a thorough knowledge of the Ahiman Rezon, the Methodi- 
cal Digest, and the Grand HU Decisions, and apply the plain principles of 
Masonic law thus acquired, with good sense, good temper, and a firmness 
to the questions arising in their rEjp, the evil will be speedily corrected, 
and purity, peace, and harmony, wul triumph. 

The report on Foreign Correspondence is from the pen of Bro. R. 
R. Wellford, Jr., in which he reviews the proceedings of forty-four 
Grand pEEp — Minnesota included. Like Bro. Drummond and Gouley 
he is “heavy” on the Quebec question. 

We haveheld aloof from the discussions, but will just say here, to 
help fill up the page, that our opinions enunciated in our last report 
are unchanged, “might does not always make right.” We have a 
very high appreciation of the opinions of Bro. Drummond, but we 
must be permitted to think, that so far, Bro’s. Gouley, Caven, and 
Wellford have the best of the argument. 

M.-. W.\ R. E. Withers was elected Grand Master, and 

R.-. W.-. John Dove — as for over half a century past, re-elected 
Grand Secretary. 

WISCONSIN. 

The twenty-eighth Annual Communication of the Grand □ of 
Wisconsin was held at Milwaukee, Jnne 11th, 1872. 

One hundred and fifty-two prig I represented. 

One hundred and eighty- two on the roll. 

Two dispensations for new pEEp issued during the year. 

The address, like all Grand Master Palmer’s Masonic papers, is 
brief, terse, practicable. 

From the report of the Relief Committee, Bro. A. V. H. Car- 
penter, Chairman, appointed to alleviate the sufferers by the great 
fires in Wisconsin last Oclober, we extract the following : 

“The committee have not the heart to recount the sad histories their 
labors acquainted them with. Suffice it to say that all cases of suffering 
or destitution among the brethren, occasioned by the fires in the northern 
portion of Wisconsin, have been relieved, according to the best informa- 
tion furnished the committee concerning their needs. If any have been 
omitted, it is because our most comprehensive inquiries have failed to 
discover their existence. 

“The committee are not aware of any dissatisfaction concerning the 
nature or extent of the relief afforded, except in one instance, and upon 
investigation it was found that the brother who preferred the complaint, 
had money at interest, and other property, besides being engaged in a lu- 
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crative business at the time of preferring the complaint, which was to the 
effect that others had received more than himself at the hands of the 
committee; of course they had. The answer made to him was that the 
committe were not in the insurance business, and hence were not adjusting 
losses of property or life; that we, the committee, were aiming to relieve 
such as had no adequate means to help themselves, and that according to 
their necessities. He has not filed his ’■'■Replication'' yet. 

“The committee will say that they have aimed to so administer the aid 
bestowed as to not wound the feelings of self respect which any person 
possessed of what ought to be the measure of manhood requisite to mem- 
bership in our institution should entertain. Hence the ‘Red Tape’ process 
has been ignored in our operations. 

“Many subjects were not found for a long time after the fire, their mod- 
esty preventing them from displaying their wounds in the “market places,” 
and generally these were the ones most deserving of aid and sympathy. 
Thus proving that even in Masonry the ones who make the most noise, and 
prominent profert of themselves, are those least entitled to preference, "ver- 
bum sat." • 

“Several of the cases will need further aid from time to time, and it is 
possible, and almost probable that there are some deserving sufferers yet 
unknown to your committee. 

“The committee have aimed to so administer the trust as to have the 
means in their control reach all for whom they were designed, and yet 
keep a reserve to meet the wants of those afflicted with more than tempo- 
rary disability. 

“The committee will here take occasion to advert to those whose services 
were freely rendered in furtherance of the common object, and first we 
tender our grateful acknowledgments to the ladies — wives and daughters 
of the fraternity in this city, through whose efficient aid so much was ac- 
complished in the manufacture of articles of clothing for women and 
children such as could not have been otherwise obtained. Their im- 
promptu sewing circle was a model for all such institutions, as it was de- 
void of the formalities of officers and committees, or any other appliances, 
by which efficiency is impaired. 

“They met together and went to work, and accomplished more, and 
made less fuss, than any similar organization ever assembled.” 

The report would not be Bro. Carpenter’s unless the ladies were 
complimented; provided there was a chance. In this instance it 
was eminently deserved. 

The following was adopted : 

“ Ordered , That no Grand Officer of this Grand □□ (including Grand 
Lecturer) shall hold any office or position, as instructor, organizer, or lec- 
turer, in any other secret order or organization whatever.” 

Was that a rap at the Knights of Pythias? We have heard 
there was such an order in Milwaukee. 

The following was also adopted — it is in accordance with our 
views ; 

"■Ordered, That no room shall be used for any purpose other than 
for Masonic bodies and for Masonic purposes; provided, however, that in 
such cases where the existing leases or contracts inconsistent herewith, 
the same shall be allowed to stand until terminated by the terms thereof.” 
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A very brief report on Foreign Correspondence was submitted 
by Bro. John Turner, noticing, in twenty pages, the proceedings 
of thirty-nine Grand pEEp, Minnesota not included. 

M.-. W.-. H. L. Palmer; Grand Master, and 

R. 1 . W.-. W. T. Palmer, Qrand Secretary, were each re-electied. 


WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 

The fourteenth annual communication of the Grand □ of the 
Territory of Washington was held at Olympia September 21st 1871. 
Eleven pEEp represented. 

Fifteen on the roll 


Two dispensations for new pEEp issued during the year. 

The Grand Master made a brief address — reporting his official acts 
and decisions, we quote from the latter: 

“2d. A demitted Mason in good standing has a right to apply for affilia- 
tion to any dl which may appear to be for his interest, whether in or out of 
the jurisdiction in which he resides. 

“3d. It is unmasonic for a □ to request a clergyman outside the fra 
termty to read the Masonic burial service at the grave of a deceased brother’ 

“4th. Public processions, other than on Masonic days and on Masonic 
occasions, are calculated to bring Masonry into bad repute, and should not 
be allowed. 

“It has been the custom among the rEp. in this jurisdiction, for commit- 
tees, upon the petition of candidates, to report either favorably or unfavor- 
ably, and that is all the information they give the □ concerning the quali- 
fication of candidates. I would advise that this Grand [31 adopt some 
form of report to govern subordinate gi in such cases, so that they may 
report facts as they find them, then the members of HED can vote under- 
standingly , and be judges of the material that is brougEt up for the build- 
ing of the Temple. 


Concurro— as to “3d.” if the oldest institution in the world has 
not among its own members those capable of conducting its public 
ceremonies, it ought not to appear in public. 

The following resolution was adopted: 


• Resolved , That one ballot upon the petition of an applicant for the de- 
grees of Masonry, if clear, shall entitle such applicant to the three degrees; 
Provided, that any officer or member of the □, in which such application is 
made, may make objection to the conferring of either degree, or to the 
further advancement of the candidate. Such objection, if not withdrawn 
sha be referred to a committee to inquire into the cause thereof, who 
shall, at the next stated meeting, report thereon; and if, upon the reception 
of such report, no cause for the objection has been assigned, or if the cause 
assigned be, in the opinion of two-thirds of the members present, not a 
valid Masonic one, the CD shall proceed to confer the degree, as though 
objection had not been made. It being the true intent of this regulation 
that a favorable ballot shall entitle the petitioner to all the Symbolic 
Degrees; the question of advancement to depend upon his proficiency 
and an applicant not to be stopped after initiation, except for good and 
sufficient Masonic objection. By-laws of subordinate rE 3 throughout this 
jurisdiction shall conform to this regulation.” ° 
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We wish that we could present the argument submitted by the 
committee in support of this resolution — but time, space &c. 

The report on Foreign Correspondence covering eighty-three 
pages, reviewing the proceedings of forty-two Grand pEp , was pre- 
sented by Bro. Reed. _ , 

We do not appreciate where the necessity for an apology comes 
in, because as he says of the Nova Scotia committee, they have 
|"he has] “done the work well.” 

M.-. W.-. G. 0. Haller, was elected Grand Master, and 

R.-. W.-. T. M. Reed re-elected Grand Secretary. 

WEST VIRGINIA. 

The Seventh Annual Communication of the Grand □ of West 
Virginia was held at Wheeling, November 14th, 1871. 

Forty pEp represented. 

Forty-four on the roll. 

Seven dispensations for new pEp were issued during the year. 

The Grand Master’s address covers but two pages, and relates 
to local matters. 

Transactions of local interest. 

An admirable report on Foreign Correspondence was presented 
by Bro. 0. S. Long. He reviews the proceedings of thirty -nine 
Grand p—p - Minnesota receives a fraternal notice, two pages are 
devoted to extracts from the address of our last P. - . G.\ M.-. 
Modesty ! precludes us from quoting his language with reference 
to our report of 1870. 

Your “suspicion,” Bro. Long, is well founded. It is a crying 
evil, but in this location it is not regarded as of so much moment 
as the omission of “at,” or “the,” or “in,” in the ritual. Why 
there actually were votes cast against the passage of the resolu- 
tion. But so “the world wags,” new rules, new usages, new land- 
marks, — almost new Masonry. 

A matter is proposed in Grand or Subordinate CD) should one ad- 
vance in bar, an old custom, usage, or rule, he is denounced as an 
“old fogy,” “lived beyond his usefulness,” &c. Any foibles that 
may even be surmised to exist, are spread from ear to ear, “on the 
square,” to his detriment. That which in the “old Masonry" was 
termed ,,the fourteenth point,” in the present day is ignored. 
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We find in the report an interesting extract from the address of 
the Grand Master of Virginia, delivered in 1870, on Deputy Grand 
Masters. We quote: 

“The death of the late Deputy Grand Master leaves that office vacant, 
and it appears to me that this is the proper time to discontinue it in this 
Grand The distinguished and erudite Mason, R. IV. John Dove, in 
an able report which he made to this Grand □ in 1855, informs us that 
‘from time immemorial, In all Kingly Governments, the incumbent of the 
throne, when a Mason, was Grand Master of the Craft by royal preroga- 
tive, so acknowledged in Masonry, and so proclaimed in history, but as all 
their time was occupied in matters of pressing State emergency, as war, 
politics, and religion, each appointed his Deputy, who thereupon became 
and assumed the title of Grand Master of the pGd ot Working Masons, 
with his Wardens under him. He was, thereforeTDeputy of the King for 
certain purposes, and as such, Grand Master of the [El), not Deputy Grand 
Master.’ Hence the origin of that office. 

“When the Colonies imported Masonry into America, being subjects of 
the King of that Government from whence they obtained it, and in many 
instances, availing themselves of the services of Deputy Grand Masters 
appointed for the purpose, it is not matter of surprise that in their organi- 
zation they adopted the Masonic anomaly of Deputy Grand Masiers, also 
appointed by their Grand Masters. But when Republican America, the 
genius of whose Government is utterly opposed to all sinecures, and re- 
pudiates all honors at second hand, came together to form Grand rEEp of 
Free and Accepted Masons according to the Masonic Ritual, we may be 
excused for expressing some little astonishment that they did not repudiate 
this oft-shoot or water spout upon the body of Masonry. We are aware 
that the exercise of this kingly prerogative became distasteful to some 
Grand Masters, and that they declined the authority to appoint in favor of 
the Grand □ ; and it would have been well if they had acted upon the 
hint thus modestly expressed, and said, if we can do without the officer, 
we can certainly dispense with the office. It pleased them, however, to 
act otherwise in some jurisdictions; in Virginia, for example, we find that 
on the 28th of October, 1790, ‘the Hon. Thomas Matthews, Esq., was 
unanimously elected and installed Grand Master, who, resigning his right 
of nominating his Deputy, consigned the choice to the □, who unani- 
mously elected John K. Read, Deputy Grand Master, and from this time 
the office became elective,’ I doubt not that this office is an anomaly ; is, 
masonically, irregular and unnecessary; that it has no place, station, or 
duty in the Ritual of Freemasonry, and should be abolished from the Ma- 
sonic Code of Grand [Ep, and recommend that it be discontinued in this 
Grand I — I.” 

M.-. W .•. T. H. Logan was elected Grand Master, and 
R. - . W.-. 0. S. Long, Grand Secretary. 




^LZPZPZEICTIDIIX IB- 


directory OF AMERICAN AND FOREIGN GRAND LODGES, 
WITH ADDRESS OF GRAND SECRETARIES. 

Grand Lodge. Grand Secretary. Address. 

Alabama Daniel Sayre Montgomey. 

Arkansas Luke E. Barber. . . .Little Rock. 

California Alex. G. Abell San Francisco. 

Colorado lidw’d C. Parmalee.Georgetown. 

Connecticut Joseph K. Wheeler.Harlford. 

Delaware John P. Allmond. .Wilmington. 

District of Columbia Wm. F. Yates Washington City. 

Florida DeWitt C.Dawkins.Jacksonville. 

Georgia Samuel Lawrence..Macon. 

Idaho. L. F. Cartie Boise City. 

Illinois Orlin H. Miner... Springfield. 

Indiana ...John M. Bramwell. Indianapolis. 

Ipwa Theodore S.Parvin.Iowa City. 

Kansas John H. Brown... .Leavenworth. 

Kentucky J. M. S. McCorkle.. Louisville. 

Louisiana James C. Batchelor.New Orleans. 

Maine Ira Berry Portland. 

Maryland Jacob H. Medairy . .Baltimore. 

Massachusetts Charles H. Titus.. .Boston. 

Michigan James Fenton Detroit. 

Minnesota Edwin D. B. Porter.Saint Paul. 

Missouri .Geo. Frank Gouley. Saint Louis. 

Mississippi. , .... .J* L. Power .Jackson. 

Montana Cornelius Hedges.. Helena. 

Nebraska Wm. R. Bowen. . . .Nebraska City. 

Nevada Robert H. Taylor.. Virginia. 

New Hampshire Abel Hutchins Hopkinton. 

New Jersey Joseph H. Hough. .Trenton. 

New York James M. Austin.. New York. 

North Carolina Donald W. Bain ... Raleigh . 

Ohio John D. Caldwell . .Cincinnati. 

Oregon ; J. E. Ilurford Portland. 

Pennsylvania John Thompsom.. .Philadelphia. 

Rhode Island Edwin Baker Providence. 

South Carolina B. Rush Campbell. Laurens. 

^Tennessee John Frizzell. . .. Nashville. 

Texas Geo. II. Bringhurst.Houston. 

Uhth Christopher Diehl. Salt Lake City. 

Vermont Henry Clark Rutland. 

Virginia John Dove Richmond. 

Washington Territory Thomas M. Reed. .Olympia. 

Wisconsin Geo. E. Hoskinson.Green Bay. 

West Virginia.. O. S. Long Wheeling. 

British Columbia H. F. Ileisterman.. Victoria. 

Canada Thos. Bird Harris. .Hamilton, Ontario. 

Quebec John. II. Isaacson.. Montreal. 

New Brunswick.. .Wm. F. Bunting.. .St. John. 

Nova Scotia Benjamin Curren.. Halifax. 

England John Hervev London, F. M.’s Hall. 

Ireland Francis P. Dunne.. Dublin, F. M.’s Hall. 

Scotland Alex. J. Stewart. . .Edinburg. 

Grand Lodge of Three Globes. Adolph Bohmc... Berlin, Prussia. 

Royal York Grand Lodge. .. .Carl Aug. Bouche. Berlin, Prussia. 

Grand Orient of Brazil Alex,F.Do. Amaral. Rio de Janeiro. 

Grand Lodge of Italy, Luigi Castellazo. . .Rome. 

Grand Orient of Belgium Gustave Washer. . .Brussels. 

Grand Grient of Peru Arthur M. Whaley.Lima. 

Grand Lodge of Germany Fried. Wilh. Leop. Berlin. 

Grand Orient of Chili Jose Maldonado, . .Valparaiso. 
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-AJPIFEilsriDIIX o. 


REPRESENTATIVES OF THE GRAND □ OF MINNESOTA 
NEAR OTHER GRAND [fjl 


M 


BIA . . 


ALABAMA... 
ARKANSAS... 
CANADA. . . . 
CALIFORNIA 
COLORADO. 
CONNECTICUT' 
DELAWARE, 

DIST. OF COLU 
FLORIDA . 

GEORGIA.. 

IDAHO . 

ILLINOIS.. 

INDIANA. 

IOWA..... 

KANSAS.. 
KENTUCKY.. 
LOUISIANA.. 

MAINE 

MARYLAND. 
MICHIGAN... 
MISSISSIPPI . 
MISSOURI.... 
MONTANA... 
NEBRASKA... 

NEVADA 

NEW BRUNSWICK 

NEW HAMPSHIRE.... 

NEW JERSEY 

NEW YORK 

NORTH CAROLINA... 

NOVA SCOTIA 

OHIO 

OREGON 

PENNSYLVANIA 

SOUTH CAROLINA. .. 
TENNESSEE... 

TEXAS’ 

VERMONT 

VIRGINIA 

WASHINGTON 
WISCONSIN.... 

WEST VIRGINIA ... 
WEST INDIES 


M.\ W. 
,M.\ W. 
,M.\ W. 
.M.-. W. 
M.\ W 
M.-. W. 
M.-. W. 
M.\ W 
.M.-. W, 
.M.\ W. 
,M.\ W. 
,M.\ W 
,M.\ W. 
,M.\ W. 
.M.-. W. 
.M.-. W. 
,M.\ W. 
.M.-. W. 
.Rev. J. 
,M.\ W, 
,M.\ W. 
.M.\ W . 1 
.M.-. W. 
,M.\ W. 
.M.-. W 
.M.\ W. 
,M.\ W/ 
.M.-. W. 
R.-. W.- 
.M.\ W. 
.M.-. W. 
,M.\ W. 
.M.-. W.- 
,M.-. W.- 
.M.-. W. 

. M.‘. W. 
.M.-. W.' 
. M.-. W. 
.M.-. W. 

. M.-. W. 
,M.\ W. 
.M.-. W. 
,M.\ W. 


.J. MoCaleb Wn.Lv. .Troy. 

. L. E. Barber Little Rock. 

. A. A. Stevenson. . .Montreal 

. Alex. G. Abell San Francisco. 

•. Henry M. Teller.. C entral City. 

•. Nathan DicKiNsoN.Waterbury. 

\ G.W.Chaytor, M.D.UVilmington. 

. Chas.F. Stansbury. W ashington. 

. Thomas Brown Tallahasse. 

. Thos. W. CHANDLER.Atlanta. 

. Geo. II. Coe Idaho City. 

•. Wm. Lavly Springfield. 

'. Wm. Hacker Indianapolis. 

\ T. S. Parvin Iowa City. 

’. M. S. Adams Leavenworth. 

•. Elisha S. Fitch. . . .Flcmingsburg. 
’. J. Q^. A. Fellows. . . .New Orleans. 

•. James C. Stevens. . . Bangor. 

N. McJilton Baltimore. 

\ S. C. Cofitnbury. . . Constantine. 

‘. Georoe R. Feam. . .Natchez, 
i Sam’l H. Saunders. O tterville. 

. N. P. Langford . . . .Helena. 

•. J. C. Jordan Omaha. 

•. Geo. W. Hopkins. . .Virginia City. 
•. B. Lester Peters. .St. John’s. 

. G. II. Hubbard Manchester. 

•. Wm. S. Whitehead. N ewark. 

. Mlwood E. Thorne. N ew York. 

. Robert B. Vance.. .Ashville. 

'. Alex. Keith Halifax. 

'. Wm. B. Thrall Columbus. 

, O. S. Savage Dalles City. 

. Richard Vaux Philadelph'ia. 

'. A. G. Mackey .Charleston. 

. Jonat'n S. Dawson.. P aris. 

'. Philip C. Tucket.. .Galvestoni 

•. Wm. G. Shaw Burlington. 

■. Wm. Terry Wytheville. 

■. Benj. E. Lombard. .Port Madison. 

. Henry L. Palmer.. M ilwaukee. 

\ Wm. J. Bates Wheeling. 

Thos. Botadilla St. Domingo- 
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JLFJPttSSnDT^L D. 


REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER GRAND g] NEAR THE 
GRAND CD OF MINNESOTA. 

LAB AM A Re. We. R. A. Jones Rochester. 

RKANSAS Re, We. W. S. Combs St. Paul. 

ALIFORNIA. . . M.\ We. G. W. Prescott “ 

A.NADA Re. We. A. W. Bangs Le Sueur. 

DNNECTICUT R.\ We, L. E. Thompson St. Paul. 

USA M.\ We. A. T. C. Pierson. , . . “ 

ELAWARE Re. We. H. A. Billings...,. .Preston. 

1ST. OF COLUMBIA.. M.\ We. C. W. Nash St. Paul. 

MGLAND M.\ We. C. W. Nash « 

LORIDA,.,, We. E. P. Barnum Sauk Centre. 

EORGIA M.\ W.\ A. T. C. Pierson. . . .St. Paul. 

>AHO Me. We. C. W. Nash 

.LINOIS Me. We. A. T. C. Pierson. . . “ 

IDIANA Re. We. W. S. Combs 

>WA Me. We. C. W. Nash “ 

ANSAS Me. We. G. W. Prescott. ... “ 

ENTUCKY Re. We. W. S. Combs “ 

3UISIANA M.\ We. C. W. Nash “ 

AINE Me. We. G. W. Prescott.... “ 

ICHIGAN Me. We. C. W. Nash “ 

ISSISSIPPI Re. We. J. P. Pond “ 

ISSOURI M.\ We. C. W. Nash 

ONTANA R.-. We. H. L. Carver “ 

EBRASKA R.\ W.*. J. E. Finch Hastings. 

EVADA R.\ W.\ H. L. Carver St. Paul. 

EW BRUNSWICK R.-. W.-. J. N. Castle Stillwater. 

EW HAMPSHIRE R.-. W.-. O. T. Havs Hastings. 

SW JERSEY R.-. W.-. W. S. Combs St. Paul. 

EW YORK W.\ W.\ J. Parsons “ 

3VA SCOTIA R.*. W.\ E. D. B. Porter “ 

HO M. 1 . W. - . B. F. Smith Mankato. 

IEGON R.-. W.-. W. S. Combs St. Paul. 

)UTH CAROLINA M.\ W/. G. W. Prescott .. “ 

DOMINGO M.-. W.-. A. T. C. Pierson. .. . « 

JNNESSEE M.-. W.-. A. T. C. Pierson. ... “ 

iRMONT R.-. W.'. S. E. Adams Monticello. 

ASHINGTON R.\ W.\ E. B. Allrn Hastings. 

ISCONSIN R.-. W.-. C. W. Thompson. . . .Wells. 

EST INDIES M.-. W.\ A. T. C. Pieson St. Paul. 

DRTH CAROLINA R.\ W.-. W. S. Combs ... “ 

ARYLAND R.\ W.-. H. L. Carver « 

!XAS .R.-. W.\ A. C. Smith Forest City. 

EST VIRGINIA Re. W.\ S. R. Merrell Lake City. 


MONTANA R.- W. 

NEBRASKA Re. W. 

NEVADA Re. W. 

NEW BRUNSWICK Re. We 

NEW HAMPSHIRE Re. W. 

NEW JERSEY Re. W. 

NEW YORK We. W 

NOVA SCOTIA Re. W. 

OHIO Me. W 

OREGON Re. W. 

SOUTH CAROLINA Me. W 

ST. DOMINGO Me. W. 

TENNESSEE Me. W. 

VERMONT Re. W ■ 

WASHINGTON Re. W. 

WISCONSIN Re. W 

WEST INDIES Me. W 

NORTH CAROLINA.... Re. W. 

MARYLAND Re. W. 

TEXAS Re. We 

WEST VIRGINIA Re. We 
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•No Sessions of the Grand Lodge in 1863 or 1868. 
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A. E. Ames, M. D. 
do 
do 

Moses Sherburne, 
do 

A. T. C. Pierson, 
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January.. 
January.. 
January.. 
January.. 
January.. 
January.. 
January.. 
January.. 
January.. 
January.. 
January.. 
Jauuary.. 
January.. 
January.. 
January.. 
October. . 
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■4 

CD 

I 

® . 

fig 

H 8 

1 

a 

O) 

I* 


II iHi! 

SSSSSggSSg :BE 

oaoa5ckjcca3cctf5a5cjj •'& a 


oS 

Q 

3 

trrl • wj* • • 

W • • • 



Month. 

October . 

j iij ; ; : 

a i - '•* 

»§?>§■& 

July 

July 

March. . 
October. 
October. 

Nov 

October. 

February 

May 

Ch'd dir c 

S35-- 

Nov 

October. 
February 
January. 
October. 
Angust . 
October. 
Nov .... 
October. 

fe 

1 

J 

County. 

Washington 

Hennemn 

o s> g :3S 

illicit 

khk&oop 

Ramsey 

Dodge 

Bine Barth 

Sibley 

Wabasha 

Stearns 

Wright 

Houston 

Winona. 

Hennepin 

Houston 

Olmsted 

Stearns 

Waseca 

Fillmore 

Albert Lea 

Blue Barth 

Wright 

Anoka ! Anoka 

Town. 

Stillwater 

St. Anthony 

St. Paul 

Minneapolis 

st.iW. 

Shakopee 

Hastings 

Red Wing 

St. Paul 

Mantorvilllo 

Mankato 

Henderson 

Wabasha 

St. Cloud 

Monticello 

Hokah 

Winona 

Minneapolis 

Caledonia 

Rochester 

Pleasant Grove.... 

St. Clond 

Wilton 

Chatfield 

Albert Lea 

Winnebago City... 
ClearWatcr 

1 


St. John’s . . 

Cataract 

St. Paul 

Hennepin 

Ancient Landmark.... 

Shakopee 

Dakotnh 

Red Wing 

Pacific 

Mantorville 

Mankato 

Henderson 

Wapahasa 

St. Cloud 

Monticello 

Hokah 

Winona 

Minneapolis 

Caledonia 

Rochester 

Pleasant Grove 

North Star 

Wilton 

Meridian, 

Western Star 

Bine Earth Valley 

Clear Wtaer... 

Mornlmr Star 

03 

M 

o 

5 

No. 
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.A-IF^IElsroilX: IEI. 


TABULAR STATEMENT 

of the work of the several Subordinate [~Ep under the jurisdiction of the 
M.'. W.\ Grand d) of Minnesota, for the year ending January ist, 1873, 
A.\ L.\ 5873; showing also the entire membership in the Grand Juris- 
diction. 


No. i 


7 

8 
9 
11 
12 
14 
16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 
20 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 
85 
38 

37 

38 
89 

40 

41 

42 

43 

44 

45 
48 

47 

48 

49 

50 

51 

52 

54 

55 

56 

57 

58 

59 

60 
61 


St Johns 

Cataract 

St. Paul 

I Hennepin 

Ancient Landmark. 

•Dakota.... 

Red Wing 

Faribault 

Mantorvlllc 

Mankato 

Wapahaaa 

Monti cello 

Hokah 

Winona 

MinneapoliB 

Caledonia 

Rochester 

Pleasant Grove 

North Star 

Wilton 

Western Star 

Bine Barth Valley. . . 

Clearwater ... 

Morning Star 

Anoka 

King Hiram 

Sako tali 

Star in the Emit 

Oriental 

Mt. Moriah. 

Preston 

Mystic Tie >.... 

Washington 

Fidelity 

Curnolfan 

Herman 

Hope 

Harmony 

King Soforaon 

Onion 

Evergreen 

Concord 

Social 

Rising Sun 

Watertown 

Acacia 

Cannon River 

NIoollet 

Zion 

Meridian 

Blue Earth City 

Spring Valley 

Temple 

Star in the West. . .. 
Ashlar 
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— 




.1 1 

d 

a> 

d 

a> 

■$1 

d 

d 

<0 

T 

E 

« 

I 

. 

’£ 

M 

£ 

Ph 

1 

a 

£ 

a 

S 

sr 

c 

B 

a 

H 

« 

1 Died 

3 

3 

4 

5 

1 

.. 


2 

7 

6 

5 

3 

5 



1 

1 10 

8 

5 

1 

5 


i 

•1 

12- 

11 

11 

7 

14 


•• 

2 

! 17 

18 

20 

14 

2 



31 

! 1 

1 

1 


1 



1 

5 

4 

3 

5 


i 


2 


3 

2 







2 

2 


2 

i 


.* 

4 

1 

1 

3 

3 



1 

8 

6 

7 

3 

6 



1 

1 

2 


1 

8 

4 


. . 

13 

8 

7 

1 

4 




7 

4 

4 

3 

7 

12 


\ 

17 

16 

14 

12 

2 



1 

2 

4 

2 

2 





1 

4 

6 

1 

12 

7 


1 


4 



6 

6 




8 

1 

1 

1 



1 

3 

2 

2 

1 

5 




4 

5 

6 

10 

1 



1 

4 

i 

5 


2 

S 


2 

1 

5 

1 

1 


3 

1 




5 

5 






6 

3 

1 

6 

1 

2 

4 




4 

2 





1 

2 

1 

2 
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3 
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9 

8 

10 

.... 
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5 
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3 
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5 

8 



7 

6 
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10 

2 

10 

1 

10 

1 

16 
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19 
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97 

184 

114 


75 
121 
101 

56 
121 

67 

60 

57 
144 
155 

41 
162 

54 

88 

26 

51 
48 
45 
87 
89 
22 

42 
98 
30 

63 
89 
51* 
36 
70 
72 
38 
47* 
47 

64 

52 
30' 
32 
72 
81 
66 
89 
54 
61 
27 

76 
29 
47 
32 
41 
36 
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-A.eeeeetidex: ee. — Continued. 


No. 

NAMES. 

Initiated. 

Passed. 

■8 

1 

Joined. 

Dim i tied. 

Suspended. 1 1 

Expelled. I 

3 

Present 

Members. 

62 


1 

6 

6 


0 






63 


6 

6 

5 

3 






04 

Chain Lake 

5 

3 
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3 

'i 



25 

65 
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•2 
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1 
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6 
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6 
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28 
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39 
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11 
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17 

83 

Iltiram a Bi 

4 

3 

3 

1 

2 



1 

42 

81 


5 

3 








85 


2 









m 


5 

6 


1 






87 


9 

9 








US 

Yellow Stone 

6 

12 







89 


9 

a 

8 

3 






90 

Good Faith 

3 

2 

2 

2 

3 





91 


2 

3 

1 

9 





92 

Fraternal 

4 

5 

5 







93 

Unity 

12 

10 

8 







81 

Keystone 

7 

6 

8 







95 

Sherburne 

7 

4 

4 

7 







U. D., Libanus 

3 

4 

5 








“ Aurora 

6 

6 

4 








“ Prudence 

4 

2 

2 








“ Charity 

0 

6 

5 








“ Cornerstone 

10 

8 

8 








“ Bethel 

1 

















- 




Total 

453 

399 

396 

150 

211 

BO 

11 

60 

4945 


*From Report ot lb72, 
+Not reported. 
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